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Pinoy beheaded 
in Saudi for killing 
would-be rapist 


for molesting women 


luggage and sexually 
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US envoy to attend burial 


of Fil-Am Sgt. Richard 
Correa killed in Iraq 


Thai sniffer dogs sacked 


BANGKOK—TWO THAI 
street mutts who be- 
came ace sniffer dogs 
at an airport near the 
notorious “Golden Tri- 
angle" opium-produc- 
ing region have been 
fired for urinating on 
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GMA to Cabinet, 117 
GOCCs’ heads: Resign 


Revamp said to be Ms Arroyo’s response to poll debacle 


JAN 
HERA JA 


READY, ONE, TWO, GONE! 


TITE 


Moving day, and about time, too, for this monstrosity which had been superimposed on 
the Manila Bay seascape. Also, as one Citizen Caller told PDI, the faux shark does not promote respect for marine life and the 
environment but it was a popular photo op destination for touristy types like this father and son (at left). eovasacasasasnzaom 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPA- 
gal-Arroyo has asked all 
the members of her Cabi- 
net to resign in a move 
that insiders described as 
a fallout from the admin- 
istration debacle in the 
May 14 senatorial elec- 
tions. 


Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita told reporters the President 
was seeking an overhaul of the bu- 
reaucracy starting with her official 
family and the heads of the 117 
GOCCs and GFis—corporations 
and financial institutions owned or 
controlled by the government. 

“Ies not courtesy resignation. 
The President asked them to submit 
their resignation so that she will 
have a free hand ... to reorganize,” 
Ermita said. 


Abalos asked why ‘Garci boys’ promoted 


By Nikko Dizon 


A MILLION-DOLLAR QUESTION: WHY 
did Commission on Elections Chair Ben- 
Jamin Abalos Sr. promote two supposed 
“Garci boys"—provincial poll supervi- 
sors Lintang Bedol and Rey Sumali- 
pao—despite their having been men- 
tioned in the infamous Garci tapes. 

A Comelec official holding a highly sen- 
sitive position raised the question to the IN- 


‘quinen yesterday even as the poll body sig- 
naled its readiness to investigate the al- 
leged links of the “Garci boys” to former 
Election Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano 
amid concerns that their alliance had 
tainted the Comelec’ integrity. 

Bedol is the provincial election super- 
visor in Maguindanao, where voting in 
the May 14 midterm polls was marred by 
allegations of massive fraud, while 
‘Sumalipao is the provincial election su- 


pervisor in Lanao del Sur, where threats 
of violence forced the holding of special 
elections in 13 towns. 

Both are known to be associates of Gar- 
cillano, who has been hounded by allega- 
tions that he and President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo had connived to manipulate the re- 
sults of the 2004 presidential election. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, for his part, pro- 
posed the creation of an independent 

‘ABALOSI AIS 


He said the housecleaning had 
nothing to do with the May polls in 
which only two of her senatorial 
candidates, according to the latest 
count of the Commission on Elec- 
tions, had made it to the Magic 12 
despite the vaunted administration 
machinery. 

“Remember the President has set 
her own program from Day 1... in 
order to move our country forward. 
Bottom line: We must improve the 
wellbeing of our people. So she will 
do everything to improve the condi- 
tions of our people,” said Ermita. 

But one of Ms Arroyo's advisers, 

GMATOCABINETIAS 


Verdict nears in RP’s biggest criminal trial 


By Volt Contreras 


PUBLIC PROSECUTORS TOOK 626 
pages to make their final written asser- 
tion that deposed President Joseph 
Estrada was guilty of plunder, and that a 
country still to heal fully from the Mar- 
cos dictatorship could not waste a “sec- 
ond chance” to punish a corrupt leader. 


Book authors 
rebut claim 
of Marcos bias 


By Grace Estela C. Mateo, Ph.D.; 
Lydia N. Agno, Ed.D.; Celinia E. 
Balanso, Ph.D.; Rosita D. Tadena, 
Ph.D., and Mary Dorothy di Jose, M.A. 


(Editor’s note: The writers are respond- 
ing to a commentary by Antonio 
Calipjo-Go, academic supervisor of Mari- 
an School of Quezon City, published in the 
Inquirer on June 8. Because of space limi- 
tations, only the English translations pro- 
vided by the authors of passages in Filipino 
contained in the book and replicated in the 
original manuscript sent to the INQUIRER 
are used here. Minor editing was done for 
the sake of brevity.) 


‘THE ARTICLE BY ANTONIO CALIPJO-GO, 
headlined “Textbook authors in awe of 
BooKAIS 


Defense lawyers, on the other hand, 
took only 276 pages to insist that Estra- 
da was innocent, and that his downfall 
and subsequent legal troubles were 
brought on by a “mobocracy’—a refer- 
ence to Edsa Il, or the people power up- 
rising in January 2001. 

‘The protagonists in the biggest crimi- 
nal—and most politically charged—t 


al in Philippine history filed their sum- 
mation of evidence and arguments in 
the Sandiganbayan yesterday, two days 
before the antigraft court is to hear 
their oral presentation. 

This penultimate volley only seemed 
to heighten the tension leading to the 
June 15 confrontation of the two camps 
atwhich the 70-year-old Estrada, under 
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11 YEARS LATER, the Abadilla 5 continue to get sympathy from international human rights 
groups like the Hong Kong-based Asian Human Rights Commission. With China-based Fr. Robert 


Reyes, the group pickets the Philippine Consulate on Wednesday. 
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PDI P20 ONLY ON SUNDAY; P18 ON OTHER DAYS 


The Inquirer’s Tuesday issue was 
inadvertently priced at P20. It’s only P18 
Monday to Saturday, and P20 only on Sunday 


DAY OF THE IMELDIFIC: Imelda Marcos 
celebrates her victory in a Quezon City 
court with a private luncheon at the Manila 
Hotel on Wednesday. neures 


Court clears 
tearful Imelda 
of 5 tax offenses 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


IT WAS YET ANOTHER VICTORY FOR THE 
widow of late dictator Ferdinand Marcos who 
said that the long trail of injustices against her 
family by the Philippine government was fi- 
nally coming to an end. 

A Quezon City Regional Trial Court judge 
yesterday acquitted Imelda Marcos of five 
‘counts of tax code violations, saying the pros 
ecution failed to establish the criminal intent 
in all complaints. 

“Thank God that at last, after 21 years, 
once again, justice for the Marcos family has 
prevailed,” Marcos said in a statement. 

“Lam very happy, because this is not just for 
the Marcoses—justice for the Marcoses will 
ultimately (lead to) to justice for the Filipino 
people,” she said. COURT/AS 


Party-list swindle: 
Groups accredited 
but lost election 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE PARTY-LIST 
groups that paid between P100,000 and P5 
million in exchange for accreditation or victo- 
ry in the midterm elections? 


house arrest at his vacation estate in 
Tanay, Rizal, has been allowed by the 
courtto attend. 

Each of the memoranda, while most- 
ly a rundown of the paper tails, legal 
jurisprudence, and quotes from the wit- 
ness stand, also tried to appeal to the 
justices’ sense of history. 

RP'SBIGGEST/A8 


They got accredited by the Commission on 
Elections, all right, but not one landed in the 
winning circle, according to Ameurfino Cin- 
co, leader of the watchdog group Bantay RA 
7941 (Bara). 

‘This made their surreptitious transactions 
with a two-man syndicate purportedly work- 
ing for Malacafiang a classic case of one tak- 

PARTYALIST/ AG 


Rights groups hit “excessive 
delay’ in Abadilla 5 ruling 


By Blanche S. Rivera 
in Hong Kong 

Juliet Labog-Javellana 
and Leila B. Salaverria 
inManila 


Marcos regime's Metropolitan 
Command Intelligence Security 
Group of the Philippine Constab- 
ulary. 

Running priest Robert Reyes, 
to whom a member of the com- 
munist hit squad Alex Boncayao 
Brigade (ABB) gave Abadilla’s 
wristwatch as proof that the ABB 
had killed the colonel, said Ms Ar- 
royo should extend the same hu- 
manitarian favor given to Zam- 
boanga Rep. Romeo Jalosjos to 
the Abadilla 5. 

Ms Arroyo has commuted the 
double life sentence of Jalosjos to 
a prison term of 16 years, three 
months and three days, allowing 
the former lawmaker convicted 
for raping an 11-year-old girl to 
be set free as early as next year. 

RIGHTS/A6 


IF PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo can commute the double life 
sentence of a convicted rapist, 
surely she can extend a lesser fa- 
vor to five men who have been 
sentenced to death for a crime 
somebody else has owned up to. 
Human rights advocates in 
Hong Kong yesterday. asked Ms 
Arroyo to ensure that the Court of 
Appeals soon complete the 
mandatory review of the convic- 
tion of the five men jailed for the 
murder of Col. Rolando Abadilla, 
exactly 11 years ago yesterday. 


ae Abadilla was the head of the 
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‘Mudslinging’ mars speakership race 


WHO'S GETTING BRIBED AND WHO'S NOT? A io mudslinging. “tall started when a report came 


ss à Bacolod City Rep. Monico out that four congressmen were of- 
A day after two legislators revealed alleged bribe Puentevella and Antique Rep. Ex- fered money from the Government 


i House „| equiel Javier made the call after Service Insurance System in ex- 
offers made by different contenders m d the the De Venecia and Garcia camps change for their support for Con- 
leadership, another solon cau claimed there traded allegations of loyalties be- _gressman Garcia,” Tanada seid. 
e solons’ support. ing bought with cash. Tanada, a member of the Liber- 

was no such attempt to buy ppa! BrE i “We should all endeavor to keep al Party, is among the House 

“This accusation is preposter- But Abante said of the 165 H z public trust in the House. How can members supporting Garcia. 
ous. There was no such attempt members of the House Majority Ë we expect people to trust the House Yesterday, legislators from 
to buy Bagatsing’s support or any Coalition who already signed the if we would continue exchanging Central Luzon said they signed a 
of those in the Majority Coalition Declaration of Unity and support unkind words in public?” Puentevel- document disavowing any state- 
who have signed the declara- for De Venecia, only Bagatsing Ta said in a statement. ment of support to either De 
tion,” said Manila Rep. Benny has come forward to claim he had Javier, on the other hand, said Venecia or Garcia to get positions 
Abante as he denounced whathe been offered money in exchange DEVENECIA GARCIA there have been too many foul of leadership for their regional 
called “an immoral attempt anda for his support of De Venecia’s signed the Declaration for Speak- The Chief of Staff of De Vene- plays which have put the House bloc in the House. 
dirty political war" to despoil the bid. er de Venecia “did so voluntari- cia, Evelyn Panlaque, said noone at the center of negative public “Personally, Tm for Speaker De 
campaign launched by House De Venecia's bid for the speak- ly—and Rep. Bagatsing was no from her staff approached discussion. Venecia. We just signed the docu- 
Speaker Jose de Venecia for a ership is being challenged by Ce- exception.” Bagatsing offering him a“faten- “It seems high time to stop ment because there are some mem- 
record fifth term. bu. Rep. Pablo Garcia, who isbe- “Weall voluntarily signed the 12- velope.” those verbal exchanges arising bers of our group who want an equi- 

On Tuesday, Manila Rep.-elect ing supported by Kabalikat ng point economic and political legista- As this developed, administra- from the speakership contest,” table distibution of committee 
Amado Bagatsing said he was of- Malayang Pilipino (Kampi) presi- tive agenda which the Majority tion congressmen yesterday Javier said. chairmanships among members of 
fered a “fat envelope clearly con- dentand Camarines Sur Rep.Luis Coalition later presented to Presi- called on their colleagues in- Quezon Rep. Lorenzo Tanada the Central Luzon bloc," said Bula- 
taining money” by a member of Villafuerte. dent Arroyo during a visit at Mala- volved in the speakership row to IlI said it appears the De Venecia can Rep. Loma Silverio. With re- 
De Venecia’s staff. Abante said all those who canang Palace,” Abante said. stick with issues and refrain from campstarted the mudslinging. ports from Norman Bordadora 


Villafuerte says Puno Pinoy behea ed in audi 


is undermining Kampi 
By Cynthia D. Balana taxi driver to defend himselffrom Overseas Workers Welfare Ad- give me,” said one of Cortez’s text 


By Norman Bordadora support for Speaker De Venecia and Jerome Aning rape. ministrator Marianito Roque said messages dated May 10. 
and Jhunnex Napallacan instead of supporting Garcia, a Earlier reports said Saudi Ara- not just Filipinos but even affluent Regalado blamed the govern- 
Inquirer Visayas colleague in Kampi,” Villafuerte A FILIPINO WORKER WAS BE- bian police shot Cortez twice in and influential Saudis contributedto ment for not exhausting every 
said. headed by sword in Saudi Arabia the left foot even after he suren- put up the blood money. means to save Cortez. She said 
CAMARINES SUR REP LUIS VIL- On Tuesday, Puno said that if yesterday for themurderofa Pak- dered. Conejos explained that under the government had three years 
lafuerte yesterday accused Interi- Kampi decides to support De istani taxi driver who tried to In December 2003, a Riyadh shariah law, thecrimeofmurderhas to obtain the forgiveness of the 
or Secretary Ronaldo Puno ofun- Venecia, Garcia should leave the rape him in 2002, the Depart- court found Cortez guilty of the publicand private rights aspects. victim's family through the pay: 
dermining their own political party if he wants to goonwith his ment of Foreign Affairs said. charge of murder and frustrated The victim's family has the option ment of the blood money. 
party—President Macapagal-Ar- own speakership bid. Reynaldo Cortez, 41, was exe- murder, and sentenced him to 15 of pardoning the killer and accepting “The government should not 
royo's Kabalikat ng Malayang “That is a very irresponsible cuted at 2 p.m. Manila time yes- years imprisonment and 1,000 blood money, in which case the have hesitated in using diplomat- 
Pilipino—to support the leader of statement from Secretary Puno. 1 _terday, according to Antonio Vil- lashes. death sentence can beannulled. ic channels exhaustively to save 
another party for House speaker. think Puno should be the one lamor, the Philippine ambassador Cortez’ lawyers immediately Conejos said he has instructed Cortez. It should have interceded 
Villafuerte, Kampi president, ousted from the Cabinet instead,” to Saudi Arabia, who called the filed an appeal. On Nov. 27,2004, the Riyadh embassy to work for with the Pakistani government 
and Puno, the party chair, have Villafuerte said. DFA yesterday. the court, giving credence to the return of Cortez’s remains to and appealed the Saudi govern- 
been-visibly at odds after they Villafuerte said Puno’s threat Despite the Philippine em- Corter’s claim that he had killed the Philippines. ‘ment to grant more time to sectirë 
chose to support different candi- to expel Garcia from the party bassy’s negotiations for the pay- the Pakistani in self-defense, re- The Migrante Intemational, a the blood money,” she said. 
dates for speaker. will have serious repercussions ment of blood money, the family duced his jail sentence to 10 militant group working for overseas Cortez is the fifth overseas Fil- 
Puno has said he and more not only in Kampi but on thead- of Cortez’s victim rejected the of- years. ‘workers’ welfare, expressed sadness ipino worker to be executed abroad. 
than 40 of Kampi’s 53 members ministration aswell. fer of 100,000 Saudi riyals and Conejos said the embassy ne- over Cortez’s execution and called during the Arroyo administration. In 
in the incoming House of Repre- “Congressman Pablo Garcia is insisted that the death sentence gotiated with the family of the on the govemment to maximize ef- March 2005, OFWs Sergio Aldana, 
sentatives support Speaker Jose one of the most trusted allies of by beheading be carried out, said victim twice, first in October fortsinsavingthelivesof33 workers Antonio Alvesa, Wilfredo Bautista 
de Venecia of Lakas and his bid the Arroyo administration who Esteban Conejos, the undersecre- 2005 and again in January 2006. abroad who are in death row. and Miguel Fernandez were also be- 
fora fifth turn as House leader. has always been able to deliver tary for migrant affairs. Both efforts failed. Migrante chair Connie Bragas- headed in Saudi Arabia. 
Villafuerte, on the other hand, the votes for the administration Cortez, awelderattheALAllah He said the embassy then Regalado said Cortez had sent According to Migrante, other 
opted tobackKampi member and candidates in his area,” Villa- Car Workshop in Riyadh who left turned to the victim's brother hertwotextmessageslastmonth, OFWs on death row are Rodelio 
Cebu Rep.-elect Pablo Garcia. fuerte said. behind a wife and six children in who was also working in Riyadh, desperately begging the govern- Lanuza, Idan Tejano and Marjana 
“lt comes as a surprise that af- According to Villafuerte, De Guagua, Pampanga, was sen- but the brother ignored the offer, ment todo more about his case. Andal Sakilan in Saudi Arabia, 
ter undermining Lakas and other Venecia is in for a surprise. tenced to death by a Riyadh high Conejos said the embassy then “TIl surely be beheaded if the and Marilou Ranario in Kuwait 
coalition candidates in the last Villafuerte said more congress- court on May 30, 2005. hired a Pakistani professional ne- government doesn’t act on my According to DFA figures, there 
election Punohasmadea360-de- men from the De Venecia camp During the court hearings, gotiator to convince the family of case soon because the family [of are 33 other OFWs, including two 
gree turnaround by announcing have shifted their support to Garcia. Cortez said he killed the Pakistani the victims but to no avail. the victim] doesn't want to for- women, still on death row. 


INSTALLMENT Opposition split 
PLAN in Senate race 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. ranked number 11 among the top 
and Juliet Labog-avellana 12 senatorial bets). 
The fight for the senate presi- 
TEN MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSI- dency and the jostling for top po- 
tion bloc in the Senate metearlier sitions in choice Senate commit- 
this week to consolidate their tees have also led to fears that 
forces amid fears that the domi- ~Malacafiang may take advantage 
nant opposition coalition had be- of opposition in-fighting and par- 
gun to splinter over the choice of lay its six votes into a realigned 
SXS 21PX senate president, bloc that would be less hostile to 
21” Flat Re-elected Sen. Panfilo “Ping” the administration. ; 
Si N G E R Lacson revealed that with 10 cur- It has not helped ease anxieties 
rent and incoming senators (two that Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
GULLET bs were represented by proxies), (Kampi) announced that it was con- 
Moni Shorr their bloc lacked only two more sidering giving the chairmanship of 
COC! Enterprises | <a = votes to hold majority control of President Arroyo's party to Sen. Jok- 
the 23-member body. (Sen. Alfre- er Arroyo, a colleague of Vilar in the 
do Lim, the 24th senator, will not so-called Wednesday group, a senate 
serve his last three years in office faction that also includes Sen. Fran- 
after winning as Manila City may- cis Pangilinan. 
or). Sharp words are already seep- 
Lacson did not reveal the par- ing out ofthe backrooms. 
lame Appliances Fir ticipants of their caucus, or who Outgoing Sen. Serge Osmeña, 
ear sored il they would support for senate Genuine Opposition campaign 
Jet Na (002) 20-2 president when the new Congress manager, expressed concern over 
fams convenes on July 23. the real possibility of the opposi- 
Sen. Manuel Villar, who was re- tion being divided due to what he 
ee portedly not among those who at- said was the overpowering ambi- 
Jonco Marketing tended the caucus, is reportedly tions from some opposition sena- 
OR hig pheno, making a spirited stand to retain tors who want to start their 2010 
Tob None} 3080859 the senate presidency amid talks presidential bid this early. 
ot a that Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr., Osmefia said the alliances 


mn 3 another opposition stalwart, was were sil vey fie at this 
od as his rep int. id M: ñang was 
AVAILABLE IN, 12,.18, & 24-MONTH PAYMENT SCHEMES Ep ner aee E 


ed anonymity, said those present tion members with promises of 


S it N G E © VISIT OUR SHOWROOM NOW! | 32.2 caucus aside from Lacson logistical support for the presi- 


Home Appliances 


were Jinggoy Estrada, Jamby dential derby in 2010. 
2100 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati City Madrigal, Mar Roxas Il, Loren “There are attempts by Mala- 


AT HOME WORLDWIDE Tel. Nos. 729-6664 to 65 * 729-6656 Legarda, Francis Escudero, cañang to weaken the opposition 


Noynoy Aquino, and Alan with the realignment of forces, 


Cayetano. Senators who sent But! hope they will not succeed,” 
AFFORDABLE LOW DOWN PAY MEN aE ie arois were Rodolfo Bia- said Osmeña. With a report from 
sy - . 


zon and Antonio Trillanes (who Norman Bordadora 
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JALOSJOS BEHIND BARS: ‘President's prerogative’ 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
‘MINDLESS SLIP BACKWARD’ 


Victim’s lawyer assails 
Jalosjos commutation 


By Tarra Quismundo 


THE LAWYER OF THE GIRL 
raped by former congressman 
Romeo Jalosjos yesterday de- 
nounced President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's commutation of the con- 
views double life sentence as a 
“mindless slip backwards” in the 
national effort to protect the 


child. 


Katrina Legarda, one of three 
women lawyers who represent- 
ed an 11-year-old girl prostitut- 
ed by her own father in 1996, 
said the President herself had 
signed a Presidential Proclama- 
tion for the protection of the 


child Jast year. 


“If she were really sincere in 
protecting children, she would 


not have done this,” 


Legarda 


said, referring to the order re- 
leased by Malacafiang on June 
12 that cut Jalosjos’ 40 to 80 
year sentence to 16 years. 


Insensitive 


The 66-year-old Jalosjos, 
convicted of raping a minor in 
1997, could walk out of jail by 
2010 or when he reaches the 


age of 70. 


“Well, it just shows that she is 


completely insensitive 


to a 


problem which is huge all over 
the world—the trafficking and 
abuse of women and children,” 


Legarda said. 


Legarda earlier said the com- 
mutation was clearly “political 
payback” to Jalosjos, whose 


No deal 
with rapist, 
Palace says 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY DEFENDED THE 
exercise of the President's executive clemency 
powers, but strongly denied it had a “deal” 
with convicted rapist Romeo Jalosjos when it 
commuted his sentence in April 

‘Ata press briefing, Executive Secretary Eduar- 
do Ermita clarified that upon reaching age 70, 
Jalosjos, 66, would not be “automatically” grant- 
ed pardon. 

Ermita said the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
relied on “health consideration, good conduct 
and advanced age” of Jalosjos while in detention 
in recommending the commutation of his two 
life terms to 16 years. 

“J dont see why you choose the word deal. For 
one thing, the President, under Section 19 of the 
Constitution, has the power to grant reprieves, 
commutations and pardons, and remit fines and 
forfeitures after conviction by final judgment,” 
hesaid, 

Ermita, who had earlier clarified that Jalosjos 
had not been pardoned by President Arroyo, said 
the case of the former congressman from Zam- 
boanga del Norte should not be viewed as an ex- 
ception. 

“(I is no different from the case of other per- 
sons who have been convicted and are in prison 
or in the national penetentiary. The procedure is 
for the DOJ, through the Board of Parole and 
Pardon, to submit a recommendation.” 

He said the basis of such recommendation 
would be time served, conduct while inside 
prison, health consideration and advanced age. 

In the case of Jalosjos, Ermita said the DOJ 
submitted to the Office of the President on 
March 12 a recommendation for commutation 
of sentence to a prison term of 16 years, three 
months and three days, and a total of P800,000 
in damages to be paid to the 11-year-old girl he 
raped in 1996. 

“And so this was processed and this was acted 
upon April 30 by the Office of the President. 
Now, the commutation was from his original sen- 
tence of two terms reclusion, which is 40 years. 

“There's a policy of the President that those pris- 
oners achieving the age of 70 and above should be 
considered for executive clemency” he said. 

Putting the case in its proper perspective, Er- 
mita said that since 1995, “the President has re- 
leased 399 prisoners aged 70 and above, 363 of 
them are male and 36 are female. So it's not 
something that is an exception to anybody, but 
still within the absolute power of the President 
provided by the Constitution to grant excutive 
clemency” 

Ermita said Jalosjos was already “in advanced 
age, 66, 67, so that with the commutation, (it) is 
just right when he gets 70 that he will qualify to 
be considered by the President for executive 
clemency. 

*] said for consideration by the President be- 
cause its not automatic. An officer, or official of 
govemment who has the power to approve, al- 
‘ways have certain things to go by. While there are 
recommendations submitted to the President, 
still in the final analysis, the President still has to 
make the final decision.” 
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family is politically influencial 
in Zamboanga del Norte 
province. 


disappointed” that Jalosjos’ 
sentence was commuted. "It's a 
setback to the cases of other 
rape vietims,” he added, 

Dante Jimenez, VACC found- 
ing chair, said the President 
“could focus more on helping 
victims of rape by speeding up 
the prosecution process, hindi 
yung paiikliin yung sentensya 
(and not by shortening their 
sentences).” 


Political pay back 

Charged Legarda: “... [T]hey 
have always supported her and 
helped her to win, huge wins. 
And money, they would give her 
money for her campaign. Mil- 
lions, millions ... 1 know for 
sure. It was confirmed to me by 
people from inside Malacafiang 
since 1997. So this is really po- 
litical pay back time, I am sure 
ofthat.” 

The lawyer remembered that 
then Senator Arroyo even went 
to visit Jalosjos at the New Bili- 
bid Prisons’ maximum security 
compound. “Itis very personal,” 
Legarda said. 

As for his ‘good behavior, 
Legarda noted that Jalosjos has 
not paid his victim the court im- 
posed P800,000 in civil and 
moral damages. 

“It's been 10 years and he has 
paid not one cent. So he has 
shown absolutely no remorse 
obviously,” said the lawyer. 


Abysmal record 

Sen. Pia S. Cayetano also crit- 
icized the President, saying the 
Jalosjos case was reflective of 
President Arroyo's abysmal 
record in jailing violators of Re- 
public Act No. 9262 or the Anti- 
Violence Against Women and 
Children Act (VAWC). 

Based on her staff's research, 
Cayetano said the DOJ has only 
been able to convict seven out 
of the 186 VAWC cases since RA 
9262 was enacted four years 
ago. “Clearly, there has been lit- 
tle progress in this area. The 
DOJ owes the public an expla- 
nation,” she said. 

“am totally dismayed by this 
Galosjos) decision,” she said, 
adding that timing the an- 
nouncement on June 12 was “as 
if the government were un- 
leashing the beast on advocates 
of children and women's rights 
right on Independence Day.” 

With reports from Allison 
Lopes and Gil Cabancungan 


Disappointed 

Jalosjos’ victim, who is under 
the Department of Justice's wit- 
ness protection program, is 
somewhere in the United 
States, revealed Martin Dino, 
president of the Volunteers 
Against Crime and Corruption 
(VACC). 

Dino also said he was “really 
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RP-China farm agreement 


nother Act of National Betrayal 


n mid-January of this year, 
Jiabao of the People’s Republic of China, the Philippines conc! 
with the state corporations and agencies of China. All in a 
governments. 
After getting hold of copies of the abov 
‘over P200 billion China investments to the country, 
First, the primary purpose of the agreements is to i 
development and management by Chinese corporations a 
Accordingly, the Chinese shall develop and promote hybrid com, hybrid rice, hybrid sorghum, fruits 
and bio-fuel crops needed by a chain of bio-ethanol plants to be established in Negros, Palawan and 
other places by the Chinese themselves. Further, the Chinese shall be given assistance to develop areas 
for fishery and aquaculture projects where they can harvest grouper, abalone and other species. In 
short, the RP-China deals are for the development of agribusiness and aquaculture projects needed by 
the Chinese to meet the Chinese requirements for food, raw material and energy. And the role of the 
Philippines is to facilitate th identification (and consolidation) of lands, over 1.2 million hectares in 
all, which the Chinese shall develop in connection with these projects. The deals are not projects for 
small-farmer development nor for completion of the agrarian reform. Neither are they meant for capacity- 
building to enable Filipino agribusiness growers to export to China -—- for the Chinese growers based 
in the Philippines shall do this job! The Chinese will bring in their technology and seeds, will do the 
planting and harvesting, will do the processing and packaging, will do the commercialization and 
exportation of products, and will naturally appropriate the profits from the whole chain of activities. In 
brief, the deals make the Philippines, its agricultural sector in particular, 
‘an appendage of the Chinese economy. In what could be the largest 


ve agreements, we find the RP-China deals, touted to bring in 
abhorrent and anti-people 

identify over 1.2 million hectares for the 
d'or Chinese-Filipino joint ventures. 


on the sides of the ASEAN Leaders’ Summit and on the occasion of the Visit of Premier Wen 


luded a package of bio-fuel, agribusiness and fishery agreements 


I, 19 agreements were signed by ranking officials of the two 


assuredly will do it for primarily their own country's benefit. Add to this the drive to diversify food and 
plants for renewable fuels which will drive up the cost of food. 

The Philippine constitution allows foreigners to engage in joint venture agreements with Filipino 
companies in utilizing our national resources. But this is primarily meant to facilitate a transfer of 
technology which should benefit the Philippines. This agreement however is not of that kind. This is 
clearly meant to transfer control and possession of land resources to a foreign entity to benefit them 
with very little for the Filipino. 

Sadly, the government now wants to make a large number of farmers in the Philippines an overseas 
worker in his country. He will be employed by the Chinese government to tend his native country’s soil 
for the Chinese people. This has got to be the biggest farce ofall 

The KME believes that this magnitude of commitment executed by the President of the Republic of 
the Philippines literally undermines the inalienable rights of the millions of the Filipinos who must be 
given the primary access to these natural endowments (upland, agricultural and coastal natural resources). 
This entry of the forces of Corporate Agriculture in a situation of the total marginalization of our 
farmers and fisherman may be considered Treason of not being able to protect the basic interest of the 
Filipinos in their homeland. 

Therefore, we strongly urged the People who are the supreme source of political power in our 
homeland, to put our act 
together to question this 


real estate deal the government would ever enter into, the Department 
of Agriculture is planning to broker the leasing of agricultural lands to 
the Chinese government. Over a million hectares of prime arable land 
in the country is being offered, In a country where there are almost 6 
million hectares of arable land, this counts as the largest real estate 
deal in the Philippines, after the sale of the Philippines from Spain to 
the United States over a hundred years ago. 

What is especially obnoxious is that no less than the Philippine 
government is playing the role of a land broker for deals that violate 
the spirit of the Constitution, which states that the public land and 


for deals that vio 


What is especially obnoxious is that no less than the 
Philippine government is playing the role of a land broker 


states that the public land and other natural resources of the 
country can not be alienated and can not be surrendered to 
foreign interests for exploitation. 


assault of no less than the 
President of this republic 
over inalienable rights of the 
millions of farmers and 
fishermen in the Philippines. 
We have to declare the 
unconstitutionality of this 
Act of the President. 

In concrete economic 
terms, the Filipinos are 


late the spirit of the Constitution, which 


other natural resources of the country can not be alienated and can not 
be surrendered to foreign interests for exploitation. In response to the 
farmers groups, the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
claim that there are around eight (8) million hectares of “idle” public and private lands which can be 
developed for the RP-China deals, But what right do they have to set aside such lands for Chinese use, 
assuming that their contention that so many million hectares of public and private lands are ‘idle’ and 
available for commercial use? Even Congress has only limited power to enact laws that will allow the 
utilization of these land and natural resources by foreign interests. The same in the case of the country’s 
coastal and fishery resources, which should be developed for the benefit of the small Filipino fisherfolk 

Under the guise of an agricultural cooperation agreement to be signed with the Chinese government 
our govemment would like to place possession and control of almost 20% of this most vital natural 
resource lo foreign interests, all in the name of fostering production and modernization in the agricultural 
sector. 

This has got to be one of the most insane and stupid projects ever initiated by this government in the 
name of globalization. A foreign entity will have monopoly control of this important resource. They 
will decide what to plant and will control all the inputs of the production process. The only thing that 
will be Filipino will be the labor which the Chinese will hire as farm workers. The Chinese will also 
decide what portion will be left for local consumption and what will be exported to their home country. 
They will replicate what the large corporate food consolidators do in the world. They will become like 
Cargill, Archers Daniel Midland and Continental Grains. A Mega Chinese trader could theoretically 
control the trade of food of this country. 

Tt is like they would have extended their land area, by simply paying rent. It is no secret that the 
Philippine agricultural sector is predominantly in a backward state due to generations of neglect by the 
government. They want to solve the problem by simply leasing the land to more advanced and productive 
entities. 

It is also no secret that the Chinese people are rapidly industrializing their country and rising 
disposable incomes are driving the need for more food production. Their land area relative to their 
population is seen to be a big problem. They have developed their own technologies and are slowly 
mechanizing their agricultural sector. All these to raise food production 20 to 30 fold. They most 
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hungry not because they 

don't have food to eat, but 

precisely because they were deprived of earning a decent income so that they could buy food and other 

basic needs. It is unimaginable that no less than the President of this impoverished country permits this 

‘corporate assault to the weakened social, economic, political and ecological stature of our millions of 

farmers and fishermen. The commercialization of access to our natural endowments historically had 
proven to be the very source of the bondage to poverty of the Filipino Nation. 

We cannot understand why this Philippine Government is suffering from the bankruptcy of ideas 
and morality. For instance, the Japanese Treaty Agreements makes Filipinos recyclers of the toxic 
industrial, hospital and houschold wastes of Japan, and it will allow the entry of 20 prime commodities 
tariff and duty free that will surely put down existing, yet gasping for survival Filipino industries that 
will further aggravate our unemployment crisis, the Parity Rights with the Americans and now the 
Corporate Agricultural Agreements with China 

The RP-China deals, obviously in the works for quite sometime, were also concluded without any 
consultation with Philippine Congress and the farmer and other basic sectors of society. The whole 
process was non-transparent. It was only when critical farmers’ groups began questioning the details 
and thrusts of the deals that DA Secretary Arthur Yap started releasing details and copies of the 
agreements, in a piecemeal and evasive fashion. Apparently, some Filipino officials trust the Chinese 
more than the Filipino farmers and Congress. What is galling is that is it so easy for these government 
officials to declare that so many millions of hectares are available for foreigners, and yet, it is 
taking ages for farmer-benefeciaries to acquire lands and get credit, production, marketing and 
infrastructure assistance in order to make their lands productive, 

All this bring us to the ultimate question -- What then is the development framework that our 
‘government is pursuing in agriculture? Brokering lands for foreigners? Asking foreign entities to develop 
ur land and natural resources instead of empowering and capacitating small Filipino farmers to become 
productive? 

The Kilusang Makabansang Ekonomiya (KME) vehemently denounces the anti-Filipino and anti- 
farmer program of the GMA Government, which has demonstrated great alacrity in selling Philippine 
national interest to the highest foreign bidders. 


Mbt Rev. SULIO. 
Bishop Emeritus of Infanta 


Bishop of Novaliches 


he 


KORNA PAT: 
Governor, Legal Co 
Philippine National Re 


Kilusang Makabansang Ekonomiya 


OA roms 
FR. RUDY B. 5C 


Former Chair, AMRSP 
Former Pres. CFA 


whe PINEDA,RG! 


Alay Kapwa 


SR. Niotace M. GUARTE, OP 


Missionary Dominican Sisters of the Rosary 


LL BABRIEL 


Board oytegent 
Polytechnic University of the Phils. 


a ut TE 


Mabini Justice League 
Quezon City 


MA. ne 
Sisters of Chi 


PUNAN 
unse 
sd Cross 


fovement 


N, SFIC 
immaculate 
Cityp 


ES, OFM 


2003-2004 


Ny of OudLayy 


And thousands of other signatories. 


JUNE 14,2007 AS 
Pope Benedict 
sure to visit, but 
not this year, 
says Cardinal 


‘MANILA ARCHBISHOP GAUDENCIO CARDI- 
nal Rosales yesterday said Pope Benedict XVI 
‘was sure to visit the Philippines, but not this 
year though. 

In a press conference, Rosales said the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines made the invitation as early as January 
and the Vatican was already arranging a fit- 
ting schedule. The invitation was reiterated 
by President Macapagal-Arroyo when she vis- 
ited the Vatican early this month. 

“Ies only a matter of timing. But he will cer- 
tainly come,” he said, adding that many fac- 
tors should be taken into consideration re- 
garding the visit, such as the weather. He said 
it would be better if the Pope and his Euro- 
pean entourage would come here in the cold 
season and not during the rainy months. 

The Pope has even asked for Filipinos to 
pray for his health so he could make the trip, 
Rosales added. 

The Cardinal added that Pope Benedict XVI 
would have to go to pastoral visits abroad, in 
line with the practice set by his predecessor 
Pope John Paul Il, although he said the new 
Pontiff was not inclined to too much travel- 
ing, probably because of his age. 

Rosales also took a different view of Lin- 
gayen-Dagupan Archbishop Oscar Cruz’s ap- 
peal to the Pontiff not to make the trip be- 
cause the papal visit might be used by the Ar- 
royo administration to cover up its lack of 
moral ascendancy and other wrongdoings. 

“We should be delighted. Granting for the 
sake argument that the person being targeted 
(by the papal visit) is a bad person, the com- 
ing of the vicar of Christ could even motivate 
conversion,” the Cardinal countered. 

He said he supports position of Imus Bishop 
Luis Tagle that the visit would inspire the 
Catholics and remind them to be better Christians 
aswell as oftheir mission in evangelizing Asia. 

“T saw the better side of it,” he said. Cruz's 
statement, he added, is the darker side. Tagle’s” 
words were the “statement of a pastor.” 

Rosales recalled that when Pope Paul VI visited 
the Philippines in 1971, the country was on the 
eve of the so-called “First Quarter Storm,” a series 
of anti-government protests that led to President 
Ferdinand Marcos’ declaration of martial law. i . 3 
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Rights groups hit ‘excessive delay’ ... 


From pageAl 


“They're not asking for commutation or 
pardon. They're not even begging for mercy. 
‘They're asking for the justice system to work 
properly.” said Reyes, a vocal critic of the Ar 
Toyo administration, who recently relocated 
to Hong Kong. 

The five men—Lenido Lumanos, Augusto 
Santos, Cesar Fortuna, Rameses de Jesus and 
Joel de Jesus—remain in the National Bilibid 
Prisons in Muntinlupa. No one among the five 
men is a member ofthe ABB. 

‘The health of Lumanog, a kidney transplant 
patient requiring medical attention, has deteri- 
‘rated due to jail conditions, said Reyes, who is 
in touch with the convicts family. 

Judge Jaime Salazar of the Quezon City Re- 
gional Trial Court convicted the five men in 


~ August 1999 based on the testimony of a lone 


witness who claimed he saw them kill Abadil- 
Ja, despite the ABB claim of responsibility for 
the murder, 

The case of the Abadilla 5 has drawn the 
condemnation of Amnesty International. An 
Inquirer special report described the torture 
ofthe Abadilla 5 as something straight out of 
the pages of martial law. 


Picket at consulate 

The Asian Human Rights Commission 
(AHRC), which monitors cases of rights abus- 
es in the region, led a picket at the Philippine 
Consulate in Hong Kong yesterday, demand- 


” ing justice for the Abadilla 5. 


Citing its “deep concern over the unequal 
treatment of cases" of convicts in the Philip- 


pines, the AHRC wrote a letter to Ms Arroyo 
urging her to push for the prosecution of the 
policemen who tortured the five men into 
confessing to the murder of Abadilla. 

Chief Supt. Hercules Cataluña and another 
policeman, among the respondents in the 
complaint of torture filed by the Abadilla 5, 
have died. Catalufia was the principal respon- 
dent. 

“This particular case is of very great inter- 
est to us because it shows the defects of the 
‘whole system of justice in the Philippines,” 
AHRC executive director Basil Fernando told 
the INQUIRER. 

‘The Hong Kong-based group also slammed 
the seven-year delay in the mandatory review 
ofthe death sentence as unacceptable. 


Excessive delay 

“Iam appalled by the manner the system of 
justice is functioning in the country, in partic- 
ular the justice departments display of negli- 
gence and incompetence in this case,” the 
AHRC said in its letter to Ms Arroyo. 

‘The Supreme Court, which does the 
mandatory review of all death sentences, 
transferred the task to the Court of Appeals in 
2005, or after five years of sitting on the case. 

“This excessive delay, as a result of the 
‘Supreme Court's failure to resolve this case... 
is grossly a cause for concer,” the AHRC 
said. 

‘The letter was submitted to Vice Consul Val 
Roque after the picket involving Filipino mi- 
grant groups. 

‘The lawyer of the Abadilla 5 has ques- 
tioned the transfer of the review to the Court 


of Appeals and even brought the case to the 
‘UN Human Rights Committee. 

Fernando said the case of the Abadilla 5 
was a question of legitimacy of the justice sys- 
tem and the government in the Philippines. 

“We don't want to give up hope that a ratio- 
nal form of government can exist in the 
Philippines ... We don't want to believe that it 
is a place where there is no room for reason,” 
he said. 


Case changed hands 7xin CA 

In Manila, one of the lawyers for the 
Abadilla 5 reiterated his plea for the quick res- 
olution of the case. 

Soliman Santos, representing Lumanog 
and Santos, noted that the case had changed 
hands seven times in the Court of Appeals in 
over two years. 

On Tuesday, the lawyer filed a motion in 
the appellate court reiterating his request for 
the speedy resolution of the Abadilla 5's ap- 
peal of the 1999 conviction by the Quezon 
City RTC. 

Should the seventh justice handling the case, 
Justice Rosmari Carandang, inhibit herself, then 
the decision would further be deferred. 

Santos said he only learned the case was 
again transferred to a new justice, Caran- 
dang, after he filed his urgent motion two 
days ago. 

Before Carandang, the case was with Jus- 
tice Marlene Gonzales-Sison, but she inhibit- 
ed herself from the case because Abadilla was 
one of her wedding sponsors. 

The Abadilla 5's appeal has been submitted 
for decision since November 2006. 


Party-list swindle: Groups accredited ... 


From page Al 


ing advantage of another's “gullibility.” 

“ies plain and simple swindling,” Cinco 
told the Ingumer yesterday. "They knew from 
the start that there was no way of knowing if 
the syndicate would deliver on its promise. 
But they paid just the same.” 

‘And the swindlers? 

“I don't know where they are now," Cinco 
said. “Perhaps they're in Switzerland enjoying 
their money.” 

The older of the two political operators was 
once involved in a high-profile advocacy 
group that heavily criticized the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. The younger one, nicknamed 


“roly-poly” by Cinco, had put up similar 
groups of his own and is the namesake of a 
former Speaker of the House. 

‘Together, the two operators had met with a 
number of party-list groups seeking accredi- 
tation from the Comelec, according to Cinco. 

Cinco named at least one of the party-list 
groups that had purportedly shelled out mon- 
ey to the syndicate, but asked that the name 
be omitted by the Ingumsr. He said two other 
groups represented the peasant sector. 

A fourth group, supposedly among the last to 
grab the “opportunity” dangled by the syndi- 
cate, spent as much as P115,000, but also did 
not make it to the winning circle. Cinco said the 
amount represented only a small fraction of the 
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total fee being demanded by the syndicate. 

“Today, there's much finger-pointing with- 
in this group,” he said. "The experience 
should teach everybody a lesson against [try- 
ing to pay] one’s way into power.” 

Weeks before the May 14 elections, Cinco 
had disclosed that two political operators 
were selling party-list nominations and seats 
in the 14th Congress for fees ranging from 
P100,000 to P5 million. 

He said the “service” to be provided dictat- 
ed the amount to be paid. Thus, less money 
was required if a group wanted only to be ac- 
credited by the Comelec, and more money if 
sure victory—along with a specified number 
of seats in the House—was desired. 

He said the primary draw was the men's 
claim that they were working for Mala- 
cafiang's Office of External Affairs. 

Ina previous interview, Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio of the militant party-list group Bayan Mu- 
na said he had been invited to a meeting by 
these same men at a hotel in Makati City. 

Casifio recalled being told by one of the 
men during the meeting that his partner was 
negotiating with another party-list group in 
the same hotel. 

Cinco himself said he had met with the two 
operators on the pretext that he was also 
seeking their “services.” 

He said yesterday that he had lost contact 
with them since the controversy over the sale 
of party-list nominations erupted. 

But days after the elections, he chanced upon 
the younger operator at the Quezon City Hall. 

“He gave me dagger looks, but I just ig- 


j nored him,” Cinco said. 
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GMA to Cabinet, 117 
GOCCs’ heads: Resign 


From page Al tion's Senate campaign. 

A Pagcor source who requested 
anonymity for obvious reasons, 
said Genuino concentrated on the 
‘campaign of his two children—one 
for councilor and the other for 
Congress. Both of them lost. 

In his regular press briefing at 
Malacafiang, Ermita said the 
“matter of changing of the guard” 
was the “sole prerogative of the 
President.” 

Ermita, however, was. careful 
not to use the word “fired” to de- 
scribe Cabinet members and ap- 
pointees in the GOCCs, such as the 
Government Service Insurance 
System, Social Security System, 
National Power Corp. and Pagcor, 
and the GFls led by Landbank, 
who were being asked to resign. 


who requested anonymity, said 
the shake-up was the President's 
way of responding to the people's 
resounding rejection of her hand- 
picked senatorial candidates. 

The adviser said Ms Arroyo 
was referring to the government's 
main revenue-raising arms—In- 
ternal Revenue Commissioner 
Jose Bunag and Customs Com- 
missioner Napoleon 
Morales—when she spoke to the 
Cabinet about the need to over- 
haul the government and start 
with anew face. 


Ex-Mayor Lito Atienza 

‘The same source said that Ms 
Arroyo was also considering 
bringing the cabinet some of her 
loyal local government officials 
who have backed her up during 
her term, notably outgoing Mani- 
la Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Despite their big advantage in 
financial resources, a broad net- 
work of local government offi- 
cials and a political machinery, 
only two of the President's chosen 
ones—Edgardo Angara and Joker 
Arroyo—landed in the winning 
circle. 

‘Another Malacafiang adviser 
confirmed that the Cabinet re- 
vamp was triggered by the em- 
barrassing result of the senatorial 
elections as Ms Arroyo's men 


Search committee 

Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves confirmed Tuesday that the 
President had instructed him Sat- 
urday to relay to the board mem- 
bers of the GOCCs and GFls the 
verbal order. 

“1 was not present (in the meet- 
ing) but informed by Teves and 
(Trade Secretary) Peter Favila that 
such instruction was verbally giv- 
en by the President,” Teves said. 

‘The chair of the search commit- 
tee—Bemardino Abes, a former 
labor secretary in the Cabinet of 
Ms Arroyo's late father Diosdado 
Macapagal—was “now doing the 


failed to deliver in their assigned work of determining the composi- 
areas. tion of 117 GOCCs, 19 of which 
“Each Cabinet official was giv- are GFis,” Ermita added. 


ena specific province or region to 
ensure that Team Unity (TU) bets 
win the majority of the seats. Un- 
fortunately, only a few of them 
delivered and those who came 
short of their assignments are 
likely to lose their posts,” the 


The recommendation will in- 
clude “who should replace who,” 
and “people who have overstayed.” 
Ermita refused to comment 
about the timing of the Cabinet 
revamp. 
“We dont know. Look, you 


source said. yourselves told me, ‘The Presi- 
i A dent has three more years,’ so ev- 
Ermita, Genuino maybeaxed ery man counts. Its up to the 


Ermita, who was tasked to lead 
TU's charge in Batangas, is ru- 
mored to be among those in dan- 
ger of being replaced. 

‘The Malacafiang adviser said 
the President was choosing an- 
other retired general in her Cabi- 
net—either Transportation Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza and De- 
fense Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane—as Ermita's replace- 
ment. 

Palace sources said one of the 
officials who were likely to get the 
ax was Ephraim Genuino, chair of 
the Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. He had reportedly 
received an angry call from Ms Ar- 
royo for his failure to provide fi- 
nancial support to the administra- 


President, She can see the overall 
picture from where she sits as 
President.” 


President’s criteria 

Ermita stressed that running 
the government's huge bureau- 
cracy under the executive depart- 
ment was Ms Arroyo's sole re- 
sponsibility, so “we should give 
her the opportunity to use her 
good judgment in choosing those 
who will run it 

“Let's leave it to the President. 
But all Cabinet members serve at 
the pleasure of the President. 
Let’s give it to the President to de- 
termine people running the bu- 
reaucracy,” he said. With a report 
from Tony Bergonia 


Court clears Imelda 


quirement of filing and paying 
any of her tax obligations.” 

As for the accusation that Mar- 
cos failed to notify the BIR re- 
garding her husband’s death, 
Tatad gave credence to the de- 
fense’s assertion that the death of 
the former President was “ 
ready of public knowledge.” 

“It would be quite unimagin- 
able for the accused to still notify 
the BIR about the death of her 
husband when the same is gener- 
ally known throughout the coun- 
try,” the judge said. 

Tatad also acquitted Marcos of 
the charges accusing her of failing 
to file and pay her estate tax re- 
tums amounting to P5.7 billion. 

“The court finds merit in thear- 
gument that the failure on the part 
ofthe accused to file the estate re- 
tum and to pay the estate tax is 


From page Al 


Marcos stood before Judge 
Rosa Samson-Tatad of RTC 
Branch 103 in a simple, knee- 
length dress, dabbing her eyes 
with a tissue and sniffling during 
the entire promulgation. 

In the decision read by a court 
staff, Tatad said Marcos could not 
be held criminally liable for viola- 
tions of Sections 45, 50, 82, 83 
(@) and 84 of the National Inter- 
nal Revenue Code (NIRC) of 
1977. 

The Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, represented by lawyer 
Rosario Padilla, filed the cases 
against Marcos for allegedly fail- 
ing to pay an income tax of 
P33,737 after earning P192,080 
in 1985 from her jobs as governor 
of Metro Manila, minister of hu- 


man settlements, and chair of the not wilful,” the decision read. 
board of trustees of the Home De- 
velopment Mutual Fund. Sequestered 


The prosecution also accused 
Marcos of failing to inform the 
BIR of her husband's death, and 
refusing to file an estate tax re- 
turn and pay more than P5 billion 
in estate taxes to the government 
as her husband’s legal heir. 
However, Tatad noted in her 
19-page decision that the Mar- 
coses had been forcibly evicted 
from the country and brought to 
Hawaii in 1986, leaving most of 
their personal and real properties 
under the possession and control 


The judge said that from the 
day the Marcoses were exiled in 
1986 [after the People Power re- 
volt] until they returned in 1991, 
the properties of the former Presi- 
dent had been sequestered and 
placed under the control and pos- 
session of the government, after 
which forfeiture proceedings 
were filed in the Sandiganbayan. 

“True, as pointed out by the de- 
fense, why would the govern- 
ment require the accused to com- 
ply with her obligation when it 
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of the government. had taken away the very means 
by which she could comply with 
Isolated the requirements of the law?” 


“As the defense contended, the 
Marcoses were totally isolated 
from the rest of the world. They 
were not afforded means of com- 
munication and transportation 
and were not allowed to receive 
visitors,” Tatad said. 

The judge added: “Thus, it was 
really impossible for the accused 
to have complied with the re- 


Tatad said in her decision. 

She also noted that it was only 
logical that a legal heir, who did 
not possess knowledge or infor- 
mation regarding the total value 
of the estate of Marcos’ late hus- 
band, “would not dare execute a 
return under oath under pain of 
criminal liability” With areport 
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Gringo arraigned 
today for Oakwood 


SENATOR-ELECT GREGORIO fyinghim asa “leader, recruiter, com- 
Honasan is to be arraigned today mander and planner” of the takeover 
on charges that he led the failed of the Oakwood Premier Hotel atthe 
July 2003 coup, also known as Ayala Center by a group of junior of : 
the Oakwood mutiny. ficers who styled themselves as the i mae; 
But Honasan’s lawyer Danny “Magdalo” group in July 2003. $B-308 (11.8 eu. fe) SARA 
Gutierrez said the cashiered In his bail application, Honasan ł $0429 (15.0 cu fh) 5 
Army colonel would move foran- said the original complaint did not ; à Wine ‘Cooler’Series PEA 
other postponement to give the y him as the group's leader a ‘Personal/Refi: 
justice department more time to and was accused only of being a : 
resolve Honasan's petition for a participant in the coup, making it i 
review of his case. a bailable offense. i 3 z 
Honasan, who was allowed to  “Ttheamended information isad- T ts Sea GOLD 2005 
post bail last April 20, was g mitted, the next course of action will A NEST on = PLATINUM 2004 
ted a first postponement during a be for the court to cancel Honasan’s coat GOLD 2003 


. Boars (14.0 cur. ion ? 
hearing on May 18. He also bail and order his detention," said Ep BO-478 (17.0 cute.) Jeasrens G 
moved for the deferment of the state prosecutor Juan Pedro Navera. : OLD 2002 


5 
r n 3 F ee GOLD 2001 
reading of charges atthe hearing, Before he was granted bail, f s ereere R 
e cache eee Rc eenepenem OP CONTINENTAL SALES. ING Niet Mares Guidea Stennett 
epee E conce icine co anen wore [EC grouncom Haier Makes+ Midea GOLD 1999 
dicted him on new coup charges, fi- na, following hisarrespin Novem- "™ ms ee 
ling an amended information ident 2006. DJ Yap 


Querubin 
asks SC p 


to stop T PLATINUM 
AFP trial : May 


DETAINED MARINE 

Brigade Commander 

Col. Ariel Querubin 

has elevated to the 

Supreme Court a pet 

tion to have his court- 

‘martial stopped, as 

king the high court to 5 

reverse a Court of A flying to close 

peals ruling that there the deal in Singapore; USD944 
‘was no reason to stop h 

his court-martial x 
alleged participation celebrating the success 


in the February 2006 P : of the deal closer to home; priceless 


tt 


stop his scheduled 


June 15 trial for at Take off to a world of wonder 


tempted mutin f 2 
aiani ober dent with Philippine Airlines 
the creation of the 
cial general court-r 
tial 2. if anything can beat the buzz of cl 

Cnet Wad 
‘among the several mi- 
litary officers accused Platinum or Titanium Ma it e yects Open up as soon 
of attempted mutiny 
when they protested 
the relief of Marine 
commandant Maj. 
ris Jar Philippine Airlines Travel Privileges from 


standoff at the Fort May 15 to September 30, 2007 

Bonifacio Marine 

headquarters. 
Querubin argued Business Class tickets to selected Philippine Airine: 

thatthe appellate court and enjoy the special discounted fares listed below as wel as pi 

erred in dismissing his 

paia ora domestic fares, 

Forces Chief Gen. Her 


mogenes Es Choose from these international destinations and fares 
biased against him for 


belng. the mami of Manila-Singapore or Saigdh or Jakarta or Guam-Manla ` USD472 


loved anes away to share in th 


closes. Travel overseas in Busine tT xplore exotic dom 
afterwards. With MasterCard we the be worlds! 


Use your Platinum or Titaniurn MasterCard to purchase a minimum of two 


thesoldiers. Manila-Taipei or Hong Kong or Xiamen or B: tania USD4IS 
But the appellate anila- Sydney or Melboume-Manil 
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was Esperon who con- 
vened the cour-mar- 
tial, other people v 
the accuser It also said j 
ieee moai And enjoy special domestic fares 
so be the prosecutor, 
the judge and the re- round-trip per person for Econor 
‘viewer of the decision. 
Querubin also said 
that Esperon acted like ‘Travel must be completed between june 18 -Ox 
a tyrant when he o 
dered a pre-trial inves For ticket reservations and enquire 
tigation ` against the 
soldiers accused of in- 
volvement in the failed See yers and px 
coup, but then ignored 
the findings when the Te rd condo ap 
results were not to his 
liking. 
‘The pre-trial investi 
gation report recom Rewarding You, Moment By Moment 
mended the dismiss: 
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dal court-martial and 
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RP’s biggest criminal trial: Summations s 


area Power Sector 
GSES & LIABILITIES 


ManAceMENT CORPORATION 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation (PSALM) Privatization, Bids 
and Awards Committee ("Committee") Invites interested parties to participate in and bid for the 
privatization of the following: 


600 MW Batangas Coal-Fired Thermal Power Plant located at Calaca, Batangas 
(the “Asser, The Asset is being privatized on an “as is where is" basis. 


Interested parties must submit a Letter of Interest ("LO") to the PSALM Privatization Bids and Awards 
Committee (the "Commitee") which shall siate the full name, address, telephone and fax numbers 
of the interested party. name of the principal contact, and signed by an authorized representative. 
Ail LOls must be received by the Commillee at the PSALM Office with address at 4° Floor Benkmer 
Building, 6756 Ayala Avenue, Makati City not later than 5:00 p.m. on 29 June 2007, (the "LOI 
Submission Deadline’). Only Interested parties that submit an LOI by the LOI Submission Deadline 
‘hall be allowed to participate further In the privatization of the Asset. 


As a prerequisite to the receipt of the Bidding Package, interested parties shall execute a 
Confidentiality Agreement and an Undertaking pursuant to Section 78 of RA 9136, both in the forms 
provided by PSALM, and pay a non-refundable fee in the amount of Two Thousand U.S. Dollars 
{U.8.82,000.00) (the "Participation Fee"). The Participation Fee shali either be in cash, manager's 
‘heck of cashier's check. All bank charges, if any, shall be for the account of the interested party. The 
Confidentiality Agreement, Undertaking, and Participation- Fee must be received by the Committee 
Gn or before 5:00 pm. on 4 July 2007 to enitle an interested party any further participation in the 
privatization of the Asset 


‘The Bidding Package, which includes the bidding procedures, shall be Issued during office hours 
(8.00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) from 18 June 2007 until 5 July 2007 at 5:00 p.m. (the “Deadline” at the 
SSALM Office. In accordance with the bidding procedures, only interested parties who have been 
issued the Bidding Package by the Deadline or a consortium which includes an inleresied party wil 
be allowed to participate further in the privatization of the Asset. 

The schedule of the bidding activities shall be as follows: 


Due Diligence 18 June 2007 to 12 October 2007 
Pre-bid Conference 18 July 2007, 2:00 p.m. at the PSALM Office 
Deadline for Receipt of Bids by PSALM: 18 October 2007, 12:00 noon at the PSALM Office 


References to dates and times shall be based on Manila ime. Should any of the above dates fall 
on a holiday, the deadline shall be extended to the same time of the immediately succeeding 
business day in Makati Clty. 


A two-envelope bidding system will be adopted. Interested parties will be required to post a bid 
Security equivalent to nine milion U. S. Dollars (U.S.$ 9,000,000.00) in the form of an irrevocable 
Standby letter of credit which must be acceptable to the Committee. The bid security of the winning 
bidder shall be substituted by a performance security to guaranty prompt, faithful and complete 
performance of ils obligations under the transaction. The details of the privatization of the Asset are 
Contained in the Bidding Package. 


Letters of Interest, Confidentiality Agreements and Undertakings shall be addressed and submitted 
to: The Chairman, Privatization, Bids and Awards Committee, PSALM Corporation, 4° Floor Bankmer 
Building, 6758 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, Philippines. "Inquiries and clarifications shall be 
addressed to Mr. Froilan A Tampinco at the PSALM Office or at telefax number (632) 692-6029 or 
e-mail address fatamonco@psaim,gov.ph 

“The Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any interested party or bidder or proposals or 
‘ids therefrom. or any part thereof, andor to waive any defects contained therein and accept the 
offer most advantagecus to the Government, without offering any reason whatsoever. It does not 
Assume any obligation to compensate or indemnify parties for any expense or loss that they may 
incur as a result of their participation in the privatizallon process, nor does it guarantee thet an award 
Wil be made. Finally, it reserves the right to modify, supplement, or change the Bidding Procedures 
land other aspects of the privatization process at any time. including the schedule and the venue 
provided herein, for any reason whatsoever and without giving prior notice. Interested parties and/ 
Br bidders will be notified subsequently of such modifications, supplements, or changes. 


(Sgd.) RAPHAEL P. M. LOTILLA 
Chairman 
PSALM Privatization, Bids and Awards Commitee 
(PDF June 13, 14 8 15. 2007) 


HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Supply and Detivery of Various IT Supplies 


‘The Pag-IBIG FUND, through its Bids and Awards Committee for information Technology 
Resources (BAC-ITR), intends to apply the sum of Five Million Five Hundred Seven 
Thousand Five Hundred Seventy Two Pesos and 72/100 (P5,507,572.72), being the 
Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for the Supply and 
Delivery of Various IT Supplies. Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically 
rejected at Bid opening. Please refer to Annex "A" for breakdown of ABC, forming an intergral 
part hereof. 


‘The Pag-IBIG FUND now inviles Bids from eligible Bidders for the abovementioned items. 
Delivery of the Goods is required on or before thirty (30) calendar days upon receipt of the 
approved Purchase Order. The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section I! of 
the Bidding Documents, ITB. 


Bidding willbe conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using non-discretionary 
pass/fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of 
Republic Act 9124 (R.A. 9184), otherwise known as the "Government Procurement Reform Act", 
andis restricted to Filipino citizens/sole proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty percent 
(60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the Philippines, and to 
Citizens or organizations of a country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or 
privileges to Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject to 
Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 138). Only Bids from Bidders who pass the eligibility check will 
be opened. The process for the eligibility check is described in Section [I of the Bidding 
Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post- 
qualification stage in order to finally determine responsiveness of the bid to technical and 
financial requirements of the project. The contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCRB) who was determined as such during post- 
qualification procedure. 


Interested Bidders may obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents at the 
Procurement Division, General Services Department, Room 704, The Atrium of Makati, Makati 
‘Avenue, Makati City starting June 14, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


‘The complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders from the 
Procurement Division, General Services Department, 7th Floor, The Atrium of Makati, Makati 
‘Avenue, Makati City staring June 14, 2007 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Five 
Thousand Pesos (P5,000.00) only, The method of payment will be in the form of cash or 
manager'sicashier's check payable to Pag-IBIG FUND. The Bidding Documents shall be 
received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative. 


‘The Pag-IBIG FUND will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on June 21, 
2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the Arnel Taduran Hall, Room 602, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, 
Makati City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered on or before July 3, 2007 at the Arnel 
‘Taduran Hall, Room 602, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City at 9:00 in the 
morning. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security In an amount equivalent to a 
percentage of the ABC to bid in the form of cash, certified check, cashier's check, manager's 
Check and two and a half percent (24%) of the ABC in the form of surety bond. Late Bids shall 
not be accepted. 


Bid opening shall be held on July 3, 2007 at the Arnel Taduran Hall, Room 602, The Atrium of 


‘Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City. Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives. 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last five 
(6) years with an amount of at least 50% of the ABC of the proposed project for bidding. 


‘The Pag-IBIG FUND reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul the bidding process, 


and to reject all Bids al any time prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any liability 
to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


For further inquiries and/or information, please call Messrs. Wilfido Nacito S. Reyes and Jose 
Maria M. Diaz at 6114262, 8945615 or visit our Corporate Website at http:/! 
‘www.pagibigFund.gov.ph or e-mail us at gsd@pagibigFund.gov.ph. 


(Sg¢.) ATTY. OBERLIN L. PASTORES 
Char, BAG ITR 
(01-June 6, 7007) 
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“It is a rare occasion, indeed, for 
the country to have a second 
chance at attempting a fundamen- 
tal change in its administration of 
justice—after the failure to obtain 
swift and timely justice against the 
Marcoses and their cronies, many 
cases against whom are still pend- 
ing with courts after more than 20 
years,” the prosecution's memo 
read. 


“Overwhelming evidence’ 

‘The government lawyers told the 
court that the evidence against Estra- 
da had tured out “overwhelming” 
after almost seven years of trial and 
“after political alliances were forged 
and broken, after ambitions were 
formed and thwarted, after numer- 
ous delays engineered by the de- 
fense.” 

They said Estrada's acquittal by the 
Sandiganbayan would “sound the fi- 
nal death knell for good governance 
in our country and irreversibly doom 
our generation and the succeeding 
generations to decades of abject 
poverty caused by the pernicious ef- 
fects of continuing pervasive corrup- 
tion.” 

The prosecution led by Special 
State Prosecutor Dennis Villa-Igna- 
cio—and formerly by past Ombuds- 
men Aniano Desierto and Simeon 
Marcelo—had presented 76 wit- 
nesses to pin Estrada down for 
plunder, previously a capital of- 
fense until the Arroyo administra- 
tion abolished the death penalty 
last year. 

Estrada, with eight other respon- 
dents, is accused of running a con- 
spiracy to amass some P4.1 billion in 
kickbacks from illegal gambling, to- 
bacco excise taxes, and stock market 
commissions, and laundering the 
money through a foundation and se- 
cret bank accounts during his short- 
lived presidency. 

His coaccused include his son, now 
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada, and lawyer Ed 
Serapio, both of whom have been 
granted bail, and Yolanda Ricaforte, 
Jaime Dichaves, Eleuterio Tan, Alma 
Alfaro, and Delia Rajas, who all re- 
main atlarge. 

‘Another respondent, Charlie 
“Atong” Ang, Estrada's former gam- 
bling buddy, was granted a two-year 
probation by the Sandiganbayan last 
month. Ang had pleaded guilty to 
corruption of a public official and 
agreed to retum P25 million to the 
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ESTRADA'S defense: Case hinged 
‘mostly on Chavit Singson’s 
uncorroborated testimony. 


government in a plea bargain ar- 
rangement. 


‘Uncorroborated testimony’ 

In their memo, Estrada’s 
lawyers led by former Solicitor 
General Estelito Mendoza said the 
case against their client was most- 
ly hinged on the “uncorroborated 
testimony” of the ex-President’s 
estranged crony, Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson. 

The infamous “ledger” supposedly 
reflecting Estrada's payola collections 
from the illegal numbers game 
“jueteng,” for instance, was 
“Singson’s personal records” akin to 
“self-serving diaries” and was thus in- 
admissible as evidence, the defense 
said. (The prosecution had alleged 
that Estrada raked in some P545 mil- 
lion from jueteng.) 

The defense also said the eyewit- 
ness testimony of prosecution star 
‘witness Clarissa Ocampo, then an ex- 
ecutive of the Equitable-PCIBank, 
that Estrada signed as “Jose Velarde” 
on a secret account was “not suffi- 
cient” to establish that Estrada was 
Velarde. 

For one, the defense said, Estrada 
signed “for Velarde under the heading 
‘By’ meaning he signed for the real 
Velarde,” whom Estrada maintained 
to be coaccused Dichaves. 

The defense also stressed that 
Estrada's signature was “not honored 
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ubmitted 
by the bank, precisely because it 
knew that he was not Velarde.” 


“Physical impossibility’ 

On Estrada's allegedly pocketing a 
P130-million cut from the tobacco ex. 
cise tax revenues earmarked for Ilo-' 
cos Sur, the defense said it was 
Singson who had “admitted” to mis- 
appropriating those funds and falsify- 
ing documents to cover his tracks. 

Tt said Singson's claim of having 
personally delivered the P130 million 
in cash to Estrada at the latter's home 
in San Juan was “a physical impossi 
bility” and “a mere concoction.” 

‘The defense also said the purchase 
of Belle Resources shares by the Gov- 
erment Service and Insurance Sys- 
tem and the Social Security Sys- 
tem—a transaction in which Estrada 
allegedly pocketed P189 million in 
commissions—had been proven 
“valid and regular even [by] witness- 
es put up by the prosecution.” 

It added that no evidence linked 
Estrada to the payment of the com- 
mission except the “hearsay testimo- 
ny” of then Belle vice chair Willy Oci- 
er, who claimed to have had a conver- 
sation with Dichaves in which the lat- 
ter talked about a P200-million com- 
mission for Estrada. 


‘Denial of justice’ 

According to the defense, Estrada 
was “denied justice” at the Senate im- 
peachment trial and at the Supreme 
Court, which ruled that he resigned 
when he left Malacafiang in 2001, 
thus legitimizing the takeover of then 
Vice President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo. 

“We have no choice but to submit 
now to this special division [created 
in the Sandiganbayan to try Estrada 
etal.],"itsaid. 

In what may pass as an aside, the 
defense noted how Singson, an ad- 
ministration candidate, lost in last 
month’s senatorial elections: “The 
people told him what it thought of 
him.” 

It also said that while Singson's 
political career had plunged, Estra- 
da “enjoys the trust of our people 
on the same level of confidence in 
[former] President Corazon 
Aquino.” 

The message of the people [in the 
elections] in 2004 and 2007 should 
not go unheeded ... That would only 
be fair and approximate the desidera- 
tum of a level playing field, to which: 
we are all committed, as in duty- 
bound,” the defense said. 
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Green Cross founder sold all his shares, kin say 


Mendoza, Co had no 
more shares in Green 
Cross because he 
sold these to his fam- 
ily, as shown by the 


deeds of sale. 
“Gonzalo has zero 


ByLeila B. Salaverria 


THE KIN OF GONZA- 
lo Co, the founder of 
Green Cross Inc. 
have denied his alle- 
gation that they took 
his shares in the com- 
pany and evaded 

Parent of are, AGAR, 
saying the latter vo- FU BTAC DY ISTE EE EET IS 
untarilysoldallofhis #2vesa Aero AC TINS 
shares in Green Cross |(g/656.0140/4112547-48/531 

to his parents and 3 
siblings in a series of 


holdings and he can- 
not ask for additional 
payment for shares 


TRUCK LOAN 


he sold more than 20 
years ago now that 
the company has 
grown much bigger 

æ his voluntary 
divestments," said 
Mendoza, legal coun- 
sel of Anthony Co, 


could have filed the 
case because the cor- 
poration grew “by 
leaps and bounds” af- 
terhe left it 

“I think he feels 
the price at which he 
sold the shares is in- 
adequate,” he said. 


and the rest of his sib- 
lings. 

The Anthony Co 
group has been in full 
control of Green 
Cross since Gonzalo 
divested his shares in 
the company. 

Mendoza said Co 
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eight transactions 
from 1976 to 1986. 
Represented by 
lawyer Estelito Men- 
doza, Co's siblings 
and ‘other relatives 
yesterday filed their 
counteraffidavits 
during the case's pre- 
liminary investiga- 
tion before the De- 
partment of Justice. 
Co earlier filed 
estafa and tax eva- 
sion complaints 
against Anthony Co, 
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Cho and Dick Milton 
Cho before the Na- 
tional Bureau of In- 
vestigation, which 
then elevated the 2 > 
cases to the DoJ. prar e a a 


“for your distinct design.inspirations 
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Co had said he was 
surprised to leam 
that his shares in 
Green Cross, which 
started as Gonzalo 
Laboratories, were 
reduced in 1978 
when he did not even 
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sign any deed of as- 
signment or deed of 
sale. 

He said his shares 
were further reduced 
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founder of Green 
Cross. He also said 
his relatives did not 
file income tax re- 
turns. 

But according to 


ISABELA II ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Alibagu, Ilagan, Isabela 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 
The Isabela II Electric Cooperative, Inc. (ISELCO Il) invites Sealed Bids from 
Eigible Bidders for the folowing: 
‘A. Supplyand Delivery of a 13.2kV/240V Line Materials and Equipment on 
Consignment Bass: 
1. Brand New Electronic Kilowalthour Meters Fm 1A, 10(60) A 
(Note: Bring Samples as test uit during tne Pre- Bid Conference) 
2. Concrete Poles (25', 30, 35', and 40) 
Steel Poles, 1 section (25', 30, 38, and 40) 
Wood Poles (25/3, 3073, 3513, 40/2 4512) 
B. Repair ol Distribution Transtormers, 1-phase, 13.27. 62KV, 240V, Gri- 
Y. OHZ 
Bidding Documents may be secured from the PBAC Chairman staring June 1. 
2007 by any intrested Brier upon submission of a Letter of tent, Company 
Profle and upon payment of a non telundabie tee of: 
tema) — 10000.00 
tema? — 10000.00 
tem — 5,000.00 
A PreSid Conlerence wherein sealed envelopes containing the Technical and 
Financial Proposals (i separate envelopes duly marked as such) wil be received 
by the PBAC at he ISELCO Il Board Room on or beore 10:00 am. June 27, 
2007 at which time and place te technical proposals wit be opened and 
evaluated. The financial proposals of bidders found ebb lo bid wil inen be 
‘pened and readin Ine presence of bidders or representatvas on the dale which 
Shali be set by the PBAC during the conference. Financial proposals will be 
returned unopened io nelge bidders. 
Al bids submited must be accompanied by a bid securty in cash or cashier's 
heck inthe amount equivalent to 10% of the amoun ot Bid. This bid security wil 
be val for atleast 60 days starting irom the dale of bid opening. 
ISELCO H reserves theright io reject any or ali bids, waive any delecis or ifirmiles 
therein and accept ony Bid advartageous to the Cooperate. 
(Sgd.) LUZVIMINDA L. PANANGUI 
PBAC Charman 
Noted by: 
(Sgd.) ENGR. MARIANO R. DAYAG, JR. 
‘Acting General Manager 
poima 8 4207 


11 Annapolis St. Greenhills, San Juan Tel Nos. : 725-4845 / 725-9744 / 727-0166, 
"THE TILE GALLERY, MC Home Depot Fort Bonifacio me | 

‘Sand St. Comer Bonifacio Blvd, Gobal Cty, Taguig Te! No: 616-0540 
peompenana szasa | 
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FREE hearing test and consultation. 
Cali 867-1916 today. 

Ea ignes sce ete Manda, calour otee nae #1046718 
Face 1, 2m tor Gama Bit, #40 Don Gi Garca St, Capt Ste, Cabu Cay 
Tel No.: (032) 2538964 
ACCREDITED BY THE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF AUDIOLOGY 


Republic of the Philippines 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM 
Diliman, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID 


Sealed proposals wil be received by the UP System Bids and Awards 
‘Commitee, University of the Philippines System, Dilan, Quezon City. not 
Tater than 8:00 a.m. on June 29, 2007 at the UP System Supply and 
Property Management Office, Quozon Hall, University of the Philippines. 
Diliman, Quezon City for the selection of Network Service and Internet 
Service providers. 

Total approved budget calling: Php 1,886,326.31 (Internat Service) 

Php 3,000,000.00 (Network Service) 

The Pre-bid conference wil be held on June 15, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. at 
UP System Supply and Property Management Office, Quezon Hal, UP 
Diliman Campus, Quezon Cily. 

Bid documents at Php 1,687.00 (internet Service) and Php 3,000.00 
(Network Service) per set ara available starting June 15, 2007 at the UP 
‘System Supply and Property Management Office, Basement, Quezon Hal. 
UP Diliman, Quezon Ciy. Contact person: Mr. Isagani L. Bagus, Officerdn- 

UF System Supply and Property Management Office, Telefax No. 
8. 


The University of the Philippines reserves the right to reject any or al 
bids, as wall as to waive any defect or informality required in such bide, and 
to accept such bids as may be considered most advantageous 10 the 
University. 


(Sod) ARIEL S. BETAN 
Chair, UP Sysiem Bids and Awards Committee 
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PUERTO PRINCESA CITY WATER DISTRICT 

263 Rizal Avenue, Puerto Princesa City 

Tel. Nos, 433-2408, 433-5032, 433-6802 
Fax No. (48) 433-6803 


Ô 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The Puei Prarcesa Cay Water Diin trough ns Bids ard Awesds Commitee (BAC), tes 
‘Supptersimendacurerséstibatos apply for engtodty ao for the heseunder project- 


Tere Te Tosari 
| Documents 
Pip asno | Pg 280000, 
Pig 1717825 00_| Prp 200000 
Pig asno | Pho 100000, 
Pp saoo | Pp S0000 
Pap 108500000 | Pp 1.00000, 
mp aeoo | Pip — 50000 
Php 690812603 | Php 750000 
Puerto Princesa City Water District Stockyard, Sta. Monica, PPC 
Twenty (20) calendar days rom the receipt ot he Noice to 
Proceed 
Prospective bites should have experience kn underainga snr project within he last 2 years 
‘iv an amount o at least ity exert (0%) fhe proposed project for bag The Eng 
‘Chec/Screanta as welts Prelarinay Examanaton of Bs shall wsenon<sceonay pass! 
fa” rier, Pest. qualicaton of the lowest calculated bit shal be conducted. 
‘Alpataérs eave to Ey Statement and Screening, id Securty. Pstomance Securty. 
Pre Biang Canlerencels),Evaiavo o! Bits, Post Quafcaton and Anard ol Cnet shal be 
‘governed by pertinent provisions al R-A. 9184 ands plomerting Rules and Regulation RR} 
“rata EN 
wane ot te Donuts -| Jene 15,2007 -10 3.2007 
P Tona 262007 130P M. POWO GIS Room 
I Dondan lor Saomssion al Bids M) 10.2007. 130P M PPCWO GMs Room, 
Oper fs “ay 10-207. 130 PHL. PPCWO GM's Room 
Tne Puerto Princesa Cy Water Dist assumes no rasponstblhy whatsoever to compensate or 
Inde bers for any expenses uiure in the preparation othe Did. 
Approved. 
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| Bayan Muna challenges SC formula 


By T) Burgonio lify the formula. mation of the winners in the 
Bayan Muna counsel and party-list elections. 
BAYAN MUNA AND OTHER third nominee Neri Col- Based on the Comelec’s 
party-list groups are question- menares called on other par- canvass report Nos. 1 to 20, 
ing a Supreme Court formula ty-list groups to join the peti- the El Shaddai group Buhay 
that the Commission on Elec- tion to question the formula led the winners in the party- 
tions has invoked in deciding which he said was an “an at- list elections with 1.2 million 
that only the top party-list tackontherighttosuffrage of votes, or 8.4 percent of the to- 


group would get the maximum the Filipino people.” tal votes, trailed by Bayan 
three seats in the House ofRep- “This must be a battle of all Muna (6.6 percent), Cibac 
ig tesentatives. party-list groups. We will all (5.2 percent), Apec (3.879 


Bayan Muna said the “Pan- be affected,” he told a press percent) and Gabriela (3.871 
ganiban formula” violated the forum at the University ofthe percent). 
principle of proportional repre- Philippines yesterday. The rest were Alagad 
sentation in the Party-listLaw. By invoking the formula in (3.449 percent), Butil (3.447 
‘According to Bayan Muna the 2007 elections, the Com- percent), A Teacher (3.41 
representative Satur Ocam- elec merely wanted to reduce percent), Akbayan (2.88 per- 
po, there was an informal the ranks of the progressive cent), Abono (2.66 percent), 
Consensus among the Bayan party-list groups, Colmenares Batas (2.609 percent), ARC 
Muna, Cibac, Gabriela, Ak- said. (2.54 percent), Anakpawis 
bayan, Anakpawis and An Bayan Muna has yettode- (2.5 percent) Coop-Natco 
Waray groups to petition the cide whether to file the peti- (2.46 percent ), Agap (2.43 
high court to review and nul- tion before or after the procla- percent) and An Waray (2.12 
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percent). 

Comelec Chair Benjamin 
Abalos Sr. announced on June 
4 that the poll body would use 
the Panganiban formula to 
determine the number of 
seats that each winning party- 
list group would get in the 
House. 

“Under the formula, spelled 
out in the 2000 ruling on the 
case of Veterans Federation 
Inc. et al v. Comelec penned by 
Associate Justice Artemio 
Panganiban, the additional 
number of seats for each par- 
ty-list group would depend on 
the number of votes that the 
first-placer got. 

The formula allocates one 
seat each for groups that gain 
at least 2 percent of the total 
party-list groups. Additional 
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seats are computed by divid- 
ing the number of votes of a 
party-list group by the num- 
ber of votes of the first party, 
and multiplying the quotient 
by the number of additional 
seats of the first party. 

‘The formula also imposes a 
three-seat cap to be consis- 
tent with the provisions of the 
Party-list Law. 

Kabataan party-list group 
counsel John Robert Cosico 
said that the allegedly prefer- 
ential treatment given to the 
top finisher in the party-list 
election “violates the princi- 
ple of proportional represen- 
tation” in the Party-list Law. 

“So if the first party is not 
entitled to a second seat, then 
no other party will qualify,” 
he said. 
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Moro leader 
denies link 
to priests 
kidnapping 


A SELFSTYLED MORO REBEL LEADER HAS 
denied involvement in the kidnapping of an 
Italian Roman Catholic priest in Mindanao, 
the military said yesterday. 

Giancarlo Bossi of the Pontifical Institute of 
Foreign Missions was snatched by armed men 
believed to be renegade members of the sepa- 
ratist Moro Islamic Liberation Front near his 
parish church in the coastal village of Payao in 
Zamboanga Sibugay province last Sunday. 

‘The MILF leadership, which has denied in- 
volvement and offered its help in tracking 
down the gunmen, pointed the finger at Ab- 
dusalam Akiddin—also known as Comman- 
der Kiddie—who it said had long ceased to 
follow the rebel leadership. 

But the region’s top military commander, 
Maj. Gen. Nehemias Pajarito, said Akiddin 
had denied being involved in the abduction. 

“kiddin has denied any role in the kidnapping, 
but we are still investigating his possible involve- 
ment,” Pajarito told reporters without elaborating 

‘The general said local church leaders were 
trying to establish contact with the kidnap- 
pers, so far without success. 

“As for us, we continue to search for the 
priest, We believe they [kidnappers] have not 
gone far,” he added, 

Bossi, a tall and powerfully built 57-year- 
old missionary, who has been in the Philip- 
pines since 1980, has been working in the 
area for the past decade. 

Italy and the Philippines have brushed 
aside the ransom option, officials said. 

The United States has offered to fly spy 
planes over areas in the Zamboanga peninsu- 
lato help track down the kidnappers. 

The MILE which is in the final stages of 
peace talks with the government, has also vo- 
lunteered its help in the search. 

AFP information chief Lt. Col. Bartolome 
Bacarro said the military has added more 
troops and Navy vessels to the search for 
Bossi, dispatching the other day a component 
of the Army's 55th Infantry Battalion to rein- 
force troops from the 18th IB. 

‘The Navy has added two more vessels to the 
four vessels blockading the coast, to prevent the 
kidnappers from taking Bossi to Basilan island, 
the hideout of the Abu Sayyaf kidnap gang. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu said their 
ground troops have been deployed alongside 
soldiers in Naga town, which intelligence re- 
ports have identified as the area where Bossi 
may have been taken. 

Maj. Gen. Benjamin Dolorfino said the 
MILFAhjag core group was working with 
governmentintelligence, AFP Reuters with 
Julie Alipala, Inquirer Mindanao, and 
Jerome Aning and Christine Avendaño 
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ARRIVALS 

Dual beauty titleholder Kirby Ann Basken and 
2 Filipino workers expelled from Saudi Arabia 
"| arrive in contrasting fashion at the Ninoy Aqui 
International Airport. Basken (left), who is both 
"Miss Norway and Mutya ng Pilipinas, is here to 

complete her obligations as Mutya. On the other 
hand, 138 Filipinas, including 52-year-old Aiza 
Bataran and her grandchild Yasel (right), were 
forced to come home after they were found to 


‘Miss Norway/Mutya ng Pi 
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have overstayed in Saudi Arabia. 


By Armin Adina 


SHE MAY HAVE CARRIED NOR- 
way's flag in the recently con- 
cluded Miss Universe pageant but 
Kirby Ann Basken continues to 
fulfill her duties as reigning 
Mutya ng Pilipinas by bringing 
tourists to the Philippines. 

Basken, born to a Filipino 
mother and Norwegian father, 
was crowned Mutya ng Pilipinas 
last year. In April this year, she 
bagged the Miss Norway crown 
making her the European coun- 
try’s representative to the Miss 
Universe pageant. 

The 5-foot-9 television pre- 
senter arrived from Norway yes 
terday, not only to relinguish 
her title to the next Mutya, but 
also to take her Norwegian 


Esvan 


friends to several destinations 
in the country. 

“I wish we have more time, 
well be here for only two 
weeks,” Basken, 21, told the 
quier in an interview at the S 
lo Hotel in Quezon City. She said 
she will take her friends to Bora- 
cay, and will later explore 
Palawan, Cebu, Mindoro and 
Iloilo if they still have time. 

She also expressed enthusi- 
asm at the prospect of taking 
Norwegians to see the Banaue 
Rice Terraces. “It's one of the 
wonders of the world!” she told 
her two friends 

Basken also said Miss Norway 
2006 Martine Jonassen has ac- 
cepted her invitation to visit the 
Philippines. The Norwegian 
beauty is set to arrive this month 


Ath fi 


to shoot a television feature 
about Boracay and the Mutya ng 
Pilipinas pageant, 

The Filipino-Norwegian stun- 
nersaid thateven after her reign 
as Mutya ends on June 22, she 
will still be an ambassador of 
Philippine tourism. 

“Ym not yet done bringing 
Norwegians to the Philippines,” 
she declared. 

“Most Norwegians only know 
the bad things about the Philip- 
pines,” she said. “But I tell them 
these things are just blown up.” 

But when she promotes the 
country, she said she avoids sug- 
arcoating. “I tell them the truth. 
Sure, there are lots of beautiful 
places and warm people but 
they can’t expect it to be just a 
paradise.” She said the people 
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lipinas is home 


she invites “know what to ex- 
pect,” but declined to elaborate. 

tell them about places 
where they can get away from a 
lot of tourists, where they can 
really learn about the Filipino 
culture from the locals who are 
friendly and are ready to open 
their doors to other people,” 
shared Basken. “You can see the 
real Philippines through the 
eyes of these people,” she 
added. 

And when she retires, Basken 
said she would still choose to 
stay in the Philippines. “I love 
Boracay. But when I am not 
working anymore, ‘I would 
rather settle in a serene place, 
like Palawan,” she said, adding 
“definitely not in Metro Manila, 
Ican't take the traffic here.” 
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Bedol’s ‘bodabil’ 


F ALL THE ABSURDITIES OF THE MAY 14 ELEC- 
O tions, perhaps the most absurd is the behavior of 
the Maguindanao election supervisor, Lintang 
Bedol. Perhaps in time his name will enter the language. 
The only question is, what will it stand for? 
$ Breathtaking shamelessness? Bedol finally appeared 
“before the Commission on Elections on June 11, but with- 
out any of the election documents the 
EDITORIAL Comelec demanded (and the country 
oni wanted) to see. 
yt Ridiculously incredible claim-making? That day, he 
blithely told the Comelec (and for the first time) that the 
election documents the commissioners wanted to inspect 
! had been stolen two weeks earlier. 
i Whatis this, political slapstick? Unfortunately for all of 
us, there are other numbers in his vaudeville act. 
” After Maguindanao produced an incredible 12-0 
“eam Unity sweep, improbably led by Ilocos Sur Gov. 
„Chavit Singson, Bedol went into hiding. Only the threat 
‘of imminent arrest by the Comelec forced him to sur- 
‘face. 
|. Facing the media, he denied that he had, in fact, gone 
"into hiding. He failed to appear before the Comelec con- 
“vened as the National Board of Canvassers on May 30, he 
‘said, because he had not received a subpoena. “It would 
be wrong for a field officer to come to Manila without a 
scopy of a directive or a subpoena because you would not 
vbe able to reimburse your expenses,” he said. He did not 
explain, however, why he had to wait for a subpoena. Isn't 
‘ft part of his job, when the Comelec commissioners, his 
Jown superiors, directed him to make the trip to Manila, to 
stake the next flight out of the province? 
'- Bedol also denied that election fraud marred the vote 
“Jh Maguindanao. He said the elections were “generally 
peaceful,” and attributed the victory of administration 
candidates at both national and local levels to the lack of 
opposition. Candidates in 20 of the 22 municipalities ran 
unopposed, he said. (He did not mention that 19 candi- 
ates for the Senate received zero votes.) He could not 
‘lescribe, however, exactly how the Maguindanao elec- 
tions were conducted, since he was supervising the polls 
in another province on election day. He even mistakenly 
denied that poll clerk Faizal Kalantungan, one of those 
“who bravely spoke out against election fraud in Maguin- 
danao, was an election inspector; his mistake, he finally 
admitted last Monday, was based on erroneous informa- 
‘tion. 
*'  Bedol also insisted that the provincial Certificates of 
‘Canvass were “duly executed.” He could not support the 
«provincial COCs with the municipal COCs and municipal 
"Statements of Votes, however, because the documents 
‘got “lost,” or were stolen (he is not exactly sure which), 
‘from his office on May 29. He could not explain why he 
did not report the loss or the theft earlier. But he immedi- 
‘ately sought to place the blame on others. “It is possible 
‘it [the pile of documents] was taken by the same people 
who staged a protest at the provincial capitol.” He 
added: “A case has to be filed for us to determine who is 
liable.” 
= Butisn’the, in fact, the one burdened with liability? 
`. As Newsbreak has reported, Bedol collected all the 
election documents from the municipal election officers 
on May 28, ostensibly for safekeeping. This was not stan- 
dard operating procedure; as the online magazine's 
Source said, “We usually keep the copy of the election re- 
turns for the Municipal Board of Canvassers” for record- 
keeping purposes. 
! But collect all of them Bedol did. And the following 
‘day—when almost all of the municipal election officers 
were in Manila, waiting to appear before the Com- 
, elec—the documents all went missing. 
Itis difficult not to consider the possibility that the un- 
__ {usual step of collecting all the copies of the ERs was to 
{make their loss, or their theft, that much easier to accom- 
‘plish. Bedol made sure to keep the documents in his of- 
'fice, but his office had no lock! Bedol made sure to keep 
[the documents in his office, but for some reason he did 
| not arrange to have armed guards posted outside—on a 
‘day when protesters were demonstrating outside the 
{provincial capitol, he said. 
‘Ifyou aren't laughing, that’s because in Bedol’s gaudy 
show, the joke’s on all of us. 
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“WHOEVER LEARNS TO USE A LETTER BRUSH 
will never need to beg,” Chinese sages taught. 
But today, retums from schooling are shrinking 
in the Philippines, India, Indonesia and Thai- 
land, according to the Asian Development Bank. 
‘The four countries churn out “educated workers 
faster than they are creating jobs in sectors that 
historically hired them,” notes a new ADB study, 
“Education and Structural Change In Four Asian 
Countries.” 

“Wage returns to basic education have fallen 
at almost every level of the primary and sec- 
ondary school system,” cautions this special 
chapter in the bank's annual review, “Outlook 
2007." Thus, “the power of existing basic edu- 
cation systems to combat wage inequality has 
been reduced.” 

“Education is the lighting ofa fire," WB. Yeats 
once said. The Philippine Human Development 
Report in 2000 and World Bank in 2006 probed 
education as anchor for humane governance. 
‘The Inqune, this month, examined the coun- 
trys “deepening school crisis” from classroom 
shortages to teacher competence. 

“Education and Structural Change” does not 
revisit these issues. Instead, it analyzes how 
education alters structures in jobs, rade, tech- 
nology—and lives of people. Some findings: 

In the four countries, “education levels rose 
in almost all sectors and occupations.” Supply 
of secondary-educated workers is inching for- 
ward in India. Its racing ahead in the other 
three. But “jobs did not grow organically to ab- 
sorb the educated.” 

“Pilipino and Indian agricultural workers 
are over-educated, as are Filipino and (per- 
haps) Thai industrial workers.” To land a job 
here, secondary or college degrees are needed. 
“Some jobs no longer pay a premium for more 
educated workers.” 

‘About 86 percent of the increase of workers 
with lower-secondary schooling here went in- 
to services, like retail trade, hotels, ete—or 
were jobless. “Other than a push out of agricul- 
ture, into services or unemployment, there 
have been precious few changes in the struc- 
ture of the Philippine economy that could ab- 


EMILIO AGUINALDO WAVED THE FLAG IN 
Kawit, Cavite, in defiance of tyranny 109 years 
ago. His great-grandson, Emilio Aguinaldo Sun- 
tay IL, waved the fiag in Baguio City in defiance 
of insanity 109 years later. If Suntay should re- 
main steadfast to his nationalist convictions, he 
may yet add more than genealogical meanings 
tothe “great” in “great-grandson.” 

Suntay’s beef was with GMAs sacrilege of 
declaring June 12 a ‘working holiday” He 
asked all freedom-loving Filipinos to defy the 
order to work. He invoked the authority of one 
particular person for it. It was not his great- 
‘grandfather, it was GMAS not very great father. 
Diosdado Macapagal himself had defied the tra- 
ditional observance of Philippine Independence 
on July 4, which was when the United States 
granted independence to its colony 61 years 
‘ago, when he moved it to June 12, which was 
‘when the Filipino revolutionaries proclaimed it. 

‘Suntay said he was alarmed that GMAs de- 
sion to “reduce the relevance of Philippine 
independence to support an economic theory” 
did not spark outrage among the public. Patri- 
otism and not tourism, he said, was the key to 
solving many of this country’s problems. “If 
you love your country, you wouldn't harm it. I 
‘submit that patriotism is the missing ingredi- 
ent to our lost opportunities.” 

‘The part about why a sacrilege like this 
doesn’t spark outrage among the public shows 
only the tragedy of this country. It is the clearest 
indication of the Filipinos’ transformation from 
a race of lions to a race of sheep, from a race of 
titans to a race of dwarves (notwithstanding 
that Emilio Aguinaldo and GMA probably have 
the same height), from a race of freedom-loving 
heroes toa race of chain-loving cowards. 

The public isn't outraged by June 12 being 
tumed into an ordinary, wretched, bedraggled 
day in the life of Juan de la Cruz? The public 
isn’t even outraged that the very life of Juan de 
Ja Cruz, in the heroic figures of Jonas Burgos 
and Musa Dimasidsing, is taken out of him. 
The murder of the latter is mind-bogglingly 
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sorb the surge in educated workers.” 

Thailand and India create more jobs that 
pay a high premium for education. “(They) 
will secure greater benefits from additional ed- 
cated workers than will the Philippines.” 

Education levels vary tremendously. “In all 
jobs, Filipinos are the most educated, followed 
by Indonesians, then Thais and Indians.” 

Drivers everywhere are now more educated. 
On average, Thai drivers have six years of 
schooling, Indians seven years, Indonesians 
nine, and Filipinos 10. But real retum to edi 
cation for drivers “could be around zerc 
‘Technology simply has not changed for jeep- 
neys, buses motorized tricycles and taxis. 

Maids everywhere receive a negligible re- 
tum for their higher schooling. But agriculture 
in all four countries continued to hire the least 
educated workers, even as land frontiers peter 
out. “The Philippines ran out of new arable 
land in the 1970s. Thailand did so by 1980, as 
did most regions of India. In contrast, Indone- 
sia is still clearing forests for agriculture.” 

Industry employs the modestly schooled. 
“The least educated countries—india and 
‘Thailand—are also industrializing the fastest.” 
In contrast, industrial employment in better 
educated Indonesia and the Philippines is 
shrinking. “De-industrialization” is occurring 
in a Philippines where industrial growth, to 
start with, has always lagged. “This raises 
alarm bells.” 

He never let schooling interfere with his edu- 
cation, Mark Twain once cracked. Butis that oc- 
‘curring here? Education policy since the 1970s 
has been handcuffed to spurring the educated 
to migrate, once their diplomas are in hand, 

“Private vocational colleges, many of which 


Independence 


de Quiros 4 
outrageous. Why this government's officials, 
not least the Comelec commissioners, are not 
even now quaking in their boots from the 
prospect of being torn limb from limb by an an- 
gry mob, only we can say. 

Holidays are not unlike laws: They can be en- 
forced only to the extent that the public holds 
them sacred. A law the public cares litte for will 
not be obeyed, a holiday a public cares little for 
‘will not be observed. Take the Fourth of July in 
‘America. For all his stupidity (his audacity 
‘stems from it), George W. Bush will never think 
todeclare that a working holiday. The American 
public will find it easier to declare their inde- 
pendence from him, or his independence from 
the White House, not to speak of this world. The 
same is true of Christmas Day in this country. 
‘Try declaring December 25 a working holiday if 
it falls on a Tuesday or Thursday. Filipinos will 
find it a lot easier to have Christmas with GMA 
‘ona permanent holiday. 

‘That GMA feels free to trifle with Indepen- 
dence Day doesn't just show her contempt for 

that can't be translated into money or 
power Though there's that too: If she can think 
nothing of trifling with human life, she can think 
nothing of trifling with human freedom. It shows 
as well our contempt for what can't be translated 
{nto food and survival. The reason GMA can de- 
clare with impunity June 12 a working holiday is 
that it holds litle meaning for us. Asking us to 
forget independence is just like asking us to for- 
get “Hello Garci.” She knows we are not going to 
be duly or unduly, incensed by it. 

‘That is our tragedy. Because Suntay is dead 
right (emphasis, alas, on dead) when he says 
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operate as little more than ‘diploma mills’ of- 
ten connected to overseas employment agen- 
cies, have mushroomed,” the report notes. So 
have ill-equipped state colleges. There were 19 
in 1987, but 111 in 2006. And over 400 nurs- 
ing schools producing a huge number of grad- 
uates who took this week's board exams—be- 
fore barreling for Saudi Arabia, South Africa or 
North America. 

“There has been a polarization in quality” the 
report notes. Ina country of few jobs and excess 
graduates, “successive generations of Filipinos 
have continued to acquire increasing levels of 
education’—to meet needs elsewhere. 

In the four countries, the most educated go to 
services and the so-called “cerebral profes- 
sions.” Service employment is rising, though 
‘mostly in the Philippines and Thailand. “Surely, 
‘growth of Filipino call centers and of Tr-enabled 
services in India is crippled by the limited sup- 
ply of educated workers?” The data challenge 
that widely held view, the ADB study notes, 

Employees in Philippine call centers or TT- 
enabled services in India do earn more. 
Salaries for Filipino college graduates here are 
about two or three times the GDP per capita. 
But the number this sector employs is extreme- 
ly small. “The importance of the ‘knowledge 
economy’ is often overstated.” And there are 
emerging bottlenecks. 

Overall, the hard data on job creation are 
“quite sobering,” the report adds, It cautions 
policymakers against mechanically jacking up 
targets, whether classrooms, textbooks or 
teachers, in the long-term hope of restructur- 
ing skewed economies. 

“The evidence suggests that when economies 
stagnate, the availability of jobs and new tech- 
nologies may do more for many than more time 
in the classroom,” the report cautions. Policy- 
makers must, therefore, sift for facts about what 
‘workers really do with thelr schooling, 

But in a country fixated on Maguindanao 
electoral fraud or political booty in the Senate, 
who is listening? 
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that lack of patriotism has cost us a host of op- 
portunities. In fact, it has cost us everything, 
probably including our future. It's not just that 
a country, like a man, doesn’t live by bread 
alone, itis that love of country is bread itself, or 
the inexhaustible source of it, 

1 myself have said it again and again: Our 
leaders keep looking at other countries, wonder- 
ing whether ies democracy or authoritarianism, 
capitalism or socialism that has worked for them. 
‘They overlook the one thing all our Asian neigh- 
bors have, whatever government they have, 
‘whatever political procivities their leaders have, 
and that is a sense of country if not a passion for 
it. Thatis what they have and we do not. 

Other Asian countries may have tyrants and 
crooks, but they have patriotic tyrants and 
crooks, Suharto stole more than Marcos—$35 
billion to Marcos’ $15 billion, if Transparency 
Intemational is to be believed. (We have two of 
the top 10 crooks, Marcos and Erap, in 2nd and 
10th; we should have a third soon, probably at 
3rd, unless she gets to rule as long as Marcos). 
But with a huge difference: Suharto kept the 
money in Indonesia, Marcos (and his succes- 
sors) stashed their loot abroad. Suharto’s dirty 
money is keeping Indonesians employed, Mar- 
cos’ (and his successors’) disappeared money 
is driving Filipinos abroad. 

‘Suntay is dead right (alas, again, emphasis on 
dead) when he says that if you love your country, 
you won't think to harm it. If you'll be living in 
this country for the rest of your life, and your 
children and children's children with you, you'll 
‘want to safeguard it. youl be living in America 
at the end of the day, and your children's and 
children's children with you, you'll think nothing 
of despoiling it. If you think of this country like 
the family you love, youll want to protect it. IF 
you think ofthis country like a stranger you don't 
know, you won't mind screwing it. 

‘Or, well, maybe if you think of this country 
as the family you hate for treating you like an 
outcast child, you'll want to spite it. 

But that's another story. 
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THIS SUNDAY EVENING ON THE PROGRAM 
Cecile Alvarez and I co-host over dzRH, we are 
featuring an interview with National Artist for 
Literature Dr. Alejandro “Anding” Roces as our 
contribution to the national celebration of the 
109th anniversary of our independence. Roces, 
who was secretary of education in the administra- 
tion of President Diosdado Macapagal, was the 
official credited with persuading Macapagal to 
shift the Philippine celebration of Independence 
Day from July 4 to June 12. 

On our program, he recalls that when the an- 
nouncement about the change was made, the 
‘American ambassador asked him why with a 
tinge of pique. Roces replied that the Americans 
themselves observed July 4 yearly in commemo- 
ration of that date back in 1776 when the Second 
Continental Congress officially declared indepen- 
dence from the British colonizers and adopted the 
Declaration of Independence written by Thomas 
Jefferson of Virginia. They formed the United 
‘States of America, but the American revolution- 

war against the British was to rage on through 
the 1770s. Then, on Oct. 19, 1781, the tide 
turned for the former colony at the Battle of York- 
town in Virginia, when the main att of the 
British Army surrendered. The war officially end- 
ced with the Treaty of Paris of September 1783. 


Inthe same way, argued Roces, Filipino revo- 
lutionaries led by Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo de- 
clared their independence from Spain on June 
12, 1898 in Kawit, Cavite. But unlike the victori- 
‘ous American people, the Filipinos’ revolution- 
ary war was to be short-lived in the face of a su- 
perior enemy. He said that Spain and the US did 
not recognize the Filipinos’ declaration of inde- 
pendence because of the Treaty of Paris of 
1898, where Spain ceded its colony to the US in 
exchange for an undetermined indemnity 
Nonetheless, June 12, 1898 was the Filipinos’ 
first blow for independence, he stressed, “and 
the Americans merely recognized it very belat- 
edly 48 years later, on July 4, 1946.” 

Roces recalls that the American ambas- 
sador, listening to his explanation, thoughtful- 
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ly remarked, “You do have a point there.” 
Last Tuesday, I wrote of the disclosure by former 
Sen. John Osmefia that newly elected Cebu Rep. 
Pablo Garcia Sr, an aspirant forthe speakership, had 
lawyered for the sugar bloc (for a fat fling fee of P4 
million, with P1 million still unpaid). Garcia was 
asked to file a case in the Supreme Court to dedare 
RA 6657, the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram (CARP), the centerpiece of the Ramon Mitra 
speakership in the House, as unconstitutional. Coin- 
dentally, in that same issue, INguReR’s Visayas cor- 
respondent Carla P Gomez reported from Bacolod 
City how the high tribunal, in a March 30 ruling post- 
ed on its website, upheld the constitutionality of 
CARP and threw out the sugar planters’ case. The 
Court argued that the inclusion of sugar lands in the 
coverage of RA 6657 “delves into the wisdom of an 
act af Congres” and as such ie beyond the ambit 
ofjudicial review” Stressing that sugar lands are very 
much a part of CARE it also stated that the sugar 
planters “failed to show that they belong to a differ- 
ent class and are ented to a different treatment.” 
T earlier said that I found it quite worrisome 
that Garcia, who aspires to wrest the leadership 
from Speaker Jose de Venecia, had failed to ap- 
preciate the special significance of CARP’s pas- 
sage nearly 20 years ago. As the late S 
Mitra proudly said, CARP was passed by the 
landlord-dominated House, without an author- 
itarian.regime that has pushed agrarian reform 
throughout history. Osmefia stressed that Gar- 
cia had been against CARP from the beginning, 
just like himself, doubtless due to the family's 
‘many property holdings. But Osmeña never as- 


Anding Roces explains shift to June 12 


pired to be speaker, while Garcia is now seeking 
that post. That leaves me wondering, like Os- 
mefa, how the more ive elements of 
the Liberal Party, like Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Florencio Abad and Rep. Erin Taftada 
of Quezon, can support Garcia now that he has 
been shown up to be reactionary. 

‘Sen. Rodolfo Biazon’s description of Navy Lt. 
Antonio Trillanes as the poster boy of injustice 
seems to have acquired a new twist. Last week, the 
InqumER reported that the New People's Army and 
their militant allies played a major role in the like- 
ly victory of Trillanes during the last elections. The 
report said his campaign plan was drawn up by 
David “Ka Dave” Diwa, general secretary of the 
Kongreso ng Pagkakaisa ng Manggagawa sa Pilip- 
inas (KPMP). KPMP is reportedly a labor center 
whose aim was to push Trillanes’ victory by creat- 
ing a bandwagon effect in the last two weeks of 
the campaign. Ka Dave said KPMP was in league 
with militant groups such as Kilusang Mayo Uno, 
Bukluran ng Manggagawa sa Pilipinas and TUCP 

This source also said that what sets KPMP 
apart is its affiliation with two historic groups: 
the National Federation of Labor Unions and the 
National Labor Union that dates back to 1929. 
The formidable network of 135 labor unions 
spread over the transport, manufacturing and 
construction industries, Ka Dave stressed, en- 
sures a senatorial candidate's victory. But an 
equally vital component was the “negative cam- 
paign” designed to push down the rankings of the 
stronger Team Unity candidates while pushing 
Trillanes into a safe niche inside the “Magic 12.” 

As activists are wont to implore, “Quo vadis, 
Mr. Trillanes?” Four years of detention have 
earned him a master’s degree in public admin- 
istration, but it has not curbed his intransi- 
gence nor has it equipped him with political 
Savvy. All he talks about is impeaching GMA, 
but doesn't he know that that begins in the 
House where it’s likely to be killed by her allies? 
Ifhe ends up as senator, the least he can do is 
study, so he would sound more intelligent. 


The power of ‘The Ninth’ 


PACIFISTS, FASCISTS, RELIGIOUS, COMMU- 
nists, Nazis, romantics, tyrants, humanists, revo- 
lutionaries, despots, freedom fighters. What do 
they have in common? They have felt inspired by 
Ludwig van Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, partic- 
ularly its fourth and last movement known as 
“Ode to Joy” g 

‘What is it about “Ode to Joy” that movements, 
and leaders who hold divergent beliefs and ideolo- 
gies have claimed it to be the anthem that embodies 
their quest? 

Last week, the German Cultural Center held an- 
other screening of “The Ninth,” the award-winning 
documentary by Pierre-Henry Salfati. This was part 
ofthe long-running celebration of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the Treaty of Rome which created the Euro- 
pean Economic Community, the forerunner of the 
present 27-member European Union. “Ode to Joy” 
is the EU's anthem, by the way. It was re-arranged 
for the EU by Herbert von Karajan. 

Ies a familiar tune, only many don't know that it 
is from Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 in D minor's 
last movement, which ends with a rousing orches- 
tral and choral climax that could set you aflame. 
Beethoven's inspiration for the finale was Friedrich 
Schiller’s poem “An die Freude” (Ode to Joy). 

‘As a musical composition, “The Ninth" has 
been analyzed and deconstructed so often that it 
has been likened to the Mona Lisa smile. Salfai’s 
documentary film steps over the flats and the 
sharps and moves on a different plane. 

Yes, the film answers the question “who” (have 
been drawn to it?) which means presenting docu- 
mentary evidence from different climes and times 
which are in themselves historically important. 
Indeed, a lot of archival research went into the 
making of this film. Great historical black-and- 
white footage from different eras where “Ode to 
Joy" figured made it to the film. There’s lot, too, 
from vintage movies on Beethoven's life. 

‘As to the “what” of it, it could be anybody's 
guess—yours, Salfati’s. Is it the total grandness, 
the simplicity of the melody, the lyrics, the mes- 
sage, cach and all ofthe above? Butis realy the 

Oris itthe “why”? And the “because”? 


‘THERE'S A MARVELOUS ANECDOTE ABOUT 
Abraham Lincoln and the way he was constantly 
besieged by office-seekers seeking patronage po- 
sitions, Lincoln was always patient when it came 
to job-seekers, but knew he couldn't please every- 
body. In his folksy manner, Lincoln once sighed, 
“Too many piglets, not enough teats.” Giving 
someone a job as political payback often creates a 
new set of enemies. 

‘The milk of political kindness can accomplish 
miracles, turning a squealing runt into a bellow- 
ing boar—all courtesy of the teats of patronage. 
But, of course, there's a catch: woe unto any pork- 
er too busy gulping and not doing enough shov- 
ing for the herdi The teat can then be taken away. 

"The means of holding and wielding power are 
simple. Machiavelli boiled it down to a piece of ad- 
vice: Iris better for a ruler to be feared, than loved. 
‘Though, of course, every ruler would like both, but 
you can't have everything, and if so, then neither 
‘your followers nor your enemies should have ev- 
erything, either Reward friends, punish ene- 
mies—all humans do that. But punishing and re- 
‘warding friends and enemies are what rulers do. 

Every leader, every ruler, is a swineherd and 
sooner or later every swineherd gets irritated with 
the pigs, just as from time to time, sows grunt and 
shove their piglets aside if their demands on the 
teats get uncomfortable. Sometimes, the solution 
for the sow is to roll over the offending piglet (talk 
about squashing a complaint!) 

‘And so, the recent news in the papers: A Cabinet 
revamp is in the cards, they say. Instructions for all 
political appointees in government-controlled cor- 
porations to submit their courtesy resignations 
have been given, they say. And while there are 
many fancy reasons for doing so, the real, earthier 
reason is, of course, this: too many piglets, too few 
teats, The chief swineherd of the nation came close 
to doing so, by proxy, at least, when Palace sources 
said the President is fed up with political payback, 
and is furthermore upset that all the lile squeal- 
ers didn't deliver during the senatorial election. 

But didn't the Palace claim it had something to 


HUMAN 
Face 


Ma. Ceres P Doyo PN hin 


Because, methinks, there is a divinely infused 
ingredient there that even Beethoven himself 
wouldn't have been able to pin down as the rea- 
son for itall. 

Beethoven (1770-1827) was already totally 
deaf when he composed "The Ninth.” (He lost his 
hearing when he was 45 but continued to com- 
pose.) The symphony premiered in Vienna in 
1824, and Beethoven, then 54, couldn't hear a 
single note of it. The suffering German genius 
didn't have the slightest idea then how encom- 
passing the spirit of this work, which had its trips 
End fallson the way to immortality, would be. 

“The Ninth” didn't spring to life like the rest of 
Beethoven's works. Beethoven had nurtured his 
‘ownlofty longings and “The Ninth” was his desider- 
ata on freedom. While creating it, Beethoven is por- 
trayed in the film as agitated sometimes, frustrated 
the next, and ecstatic at last when he has his eureka 
‘moment in Schillers poem that is to be the soul of 
his symphony’ splendorous peak. 

Tn his dark night in a world that had fallen 
silent, Beethoven harkened to music only he could 
hear and sat down to share it with the world. His 
cry to God: “Do you have to break the ones who 
get dose to you?” Sounds like Teresa of Avila. 

Salfati’s documentary starts off with the mun- 
dane: a London auction not too long ago when 
Beethoven's manuscript, a yellowed sheaf, 
fetched a whopping 1.9 million pounds. 

Salfati’s opus is a great tapestry. He has woven 
into his film elements of history, culture, sociolo- 
gy, anthropology, visual arts, music. The sacred, 
the mundane. 

The Who's Who in world history have indeed 
harkened to the strains of “Ode to Joy.” There is 


Pig in a poke 


THE Long View 


Manuel L. Quezon HI 


squeal about, with (at the very least, moderate) 
delight? Read what Ricardo Saludo has to say: 
“Two out of three is how a leader of the ruling 
coalition describes it: the landslide win of admin- 
istration candidates in House and local govern- 
ment elections, and the defeat of most Team Uni- 
ty (TU) senatoriables.” 

‘And, Saludo adds, that third loss wasn't really 
much of a loss, either: "The n and some 
‘commentators believe that the senatorial results 
show the people's yes to impeachment and no to 
constitutional amendments. Yet voters increased 
the administration's seats in the House of Represen- 
tatives, which voted down impeachment and spear- 
headed Charter change. The ruling coalition’s local 
government leaders also won big, notwithstanding 
their leading role in the people's initiative signature 
campaign to amend the Constitution.” 

But neither impeachment nor Charter change 
were really big issues, he claims. So how could TU 
have lost on issues it didn't fight? 

Oh, but he's a silly little piggy, isn’t he? Swine- 
herds-in-chief come and go, but the local boars are 
forever. But there's a species of oinker that is politi- 
cally viable only when endorsed by presidents, and 
that’s the administration senatorial slate. Plus the 
litle oinkers who like to grunt, “Our name is Le- 
gion, for we are many.” Forgetting, of course, that 
their brave litle line came from everyone's favorite 
pig-related Bible story about the demons cast into 
a herd of swine. Poor biblical swine. Poor Sigaw ng 
Bayan, Poor Team Unity. 

Saludo can't be blamed for doing his job, which 
is to proclaim that the pigsty is heaven, But the 
President is no fool and she knows she’s bought a 


awesome footage from the Berlin Olympics with 
Hitler present and Jessie Owens winning the 
gold. 1f you're a cinephile you might recognize 
Some vintage Leni Riefenstahl. And yes, Hitlers 
suicide was announced over the radio with “Ode” 
as background music and there is a film clip of it. 
They should have used Wagner's soul-wrenching 
“Liebestod” because Hitler was a Wagner fan. 

Lenin had considered “Ode to Joy” as the work- 
ing masses’ anthem and there is footage showing 
him with the music playing. He later decided on the 
“Internationale” which is quite riveting in itself. 

Popes, too, basked in “Ode to Joy.” 

Japanese soldiers prepared for war with “Ode 
to Joy” playing in the background. As Japanese 
war planes plummet into the sea, Salfati ups the 
music of Beethoven to magnify what for the 
Japanese was a heroic end. 

“Ode to Joy” was not meant to be an anthem 
for war but a hymn of freedom. Salfati made sure 
the tyrants and totalitarians did not have “Ode to 
Joy” all to themselves. Salfati shows proof aplen- 
ty that Beethoven's joyous opus was and is also 
playing in far comers of the globe where freedom 
reigns and where there is a yearning for it. 

‘Salfati shows a succession of great conductors 
who have given “The Ninth” a long, great life. 
People of all races and from most unlikely places 
are singing the hymn, the young, the old, the ro- 
bust and the weary. In the film there is a portion 
where “Ode to Joy” is played as rock. The next 
frame shows Beethoven roused from his sleep 
and breaking into a sweat as if saying, “Mein 
Gott!” We had a good laugh there. 

Freedom is a hunger. “Ode to Joy” is a symbol 
of our collective longing to be free and happy. 

Ies playing now and I'm listening. Human voic- 
es one with the symphony and at once becoming 
the symphony. 

“Be embraced, ye millions! This kiss for the 
whole world, Brothers beyond the star canopy, 
‘Must a loving God dwell...Joy, beautiful spark of 
the Gods, Daughter of Elysium, Joy, beautiful spark 
of the gods.” 


Send comments to cerespd@info.com.ph 


pig in a poke. You know what I mean: It's when 
you accept an idea or a plan without a full under- 
standing of its basis. We will win! Command 
votes! Machinery! Courtesy of the same people 
who thought these things would win it for Marcos 
in 1986, Mitra in 1992 and De Venecia in 1998. 
Three strikes, you should be out. But no, she gave 
them Cabinet portfolios. 

During World War I, the Germans, after secur- 
ing a peace deal with their enemy, Russia, in 
1917, hoped to end years of stalemate on the 
Westem Front by launching a gigantic offensive 
in France. They picked a thinly defended sector 
and broke through the French and British lines. 
They displayed great tactical cunning, but what 
was their ultimate strategy? 

“Strategy? Don't talk to me about strategy” the 
German general in charge of operations, Erich 
Lunderdoff, snapped. “We'll conquer territory 
and worry about strategy later.” 

But this was precisely the flaw in the execution 
ofthe German offensive: they took large amounts 
of territory but had no idea what the effort was 
for. Andso, the Allies regrouped, stopped the Ger- 
man advance, and held the line until American 
forces arrived in Europe to turn the tide. 

The herd is so big, the piglets so many, the teats 
too few, and what all the squealing is about re- 
mains unclear to the piggies even though it might 
all be clear enough to the swineherd. But she's 
not about to trust the vulgar herd too much. Pigs 
may be useful but to be furure swineherds? No 
way. You know what they do to pearls. 

When you think of it, all these porky cross-pur- 
poses might be just as well. A blog I like to read 
(www.uniffors.com) quotes the late Gonzo jour- 
nalist Hunter S. Thompson: “In a nation run by 
swine, all pigs are upward-mobile and the rest of 
us are fd until we can put our acts together: Not 
necessarily to Win, but mainly to keep from Los- 
ing Completely.” 

‘And so far, much to the irritation of the swine- 
herd and her porcine legions, we've managed not 
to lose completely. 


ce ak. naese, 


‘THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE CRUEL THINGS PROMDIS 
suffer from, according to some people: They do not know 
fine dining, they dress poorly and they stutter when they 
spe 

‘That's not all. People say those from the provinces are eas- 
ily duped by jokes and pranks. They also say the rural folks 
are only fit for domestic work, and those who got an educa- 
tion can only do well in clerical positions. And they say that 
people from the 
countryside know 
nothing about Dos- 
toevsky, Sartre, 
Marx, Durkheim, 
Van Gogh, or Picasso 
and so they are 
afraid of rubbing el- 
bows with the intelli- 
gentsia. 


Younc BLoop 
Christopher Sapiandante 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
3 welcome contributions from the 

My folks hail from twentysomething and below.—Ed. 
the province, but 


they know how to dream big, thank you. Their dreams are 
higher than our roof, higher than the buildings near our 
house and even higher than the signal transmitters of big 
telecommunications companies in Santa Maria, Bulacan. , 

Iam a promdi, too, but by God's grace, I learned about Pla- 
to, Aristotle, Socrates and Marx earlier than most students. I 
realized early that being promdi should not hinder anyone 
from knowing about Plato's idea of justice or Aristotle's con- 
cept of the middle class. 

People say those from the countryside know nothing else 
but rumors and gossip circulating in the neighborhood. But 
does being promdi prevent anyone from thinking scientifical- 
1y? But even as a young student, I am aware that one day the 
little that I know about derivatives and functions from Caleu- 
Jus will be as relevant as thinking about change in our coun- 


People say provincial folks have small dreams. But 1 am 
surely not one of them. I have dreamed of enrolling at the 
University of the Philippines, La Salle or Ateneo, which are 
among the world’s top 500 schools. (I can only wish these 
three schools were ranked a little higher among the world’s 
best, but they are the best I can have now.) 

People say that rural folks routinely mispronounce “f” and 
“p” as well as “b” and “v”. But Bulakefios are not the only 
cones who do this. [know for a fact that many city dwellers do 
not speak good English, as last year's Social Weather Stations 
survey showed. I love to learn English as well as other for- 
eign languages, like French and Nihonggo. I really believe 
that Filipinos should be both nationalists and international- 
ists. As to the accent, well, it really depends on the individual 
ifhe wants to sound like Harry Potter or Larry King. If anyone 
‘wants to imitate Donald Duck, it's his choice. To each accord- 
ing to one's taste. 

People say the favorite pastime of promdis is tong-its. Yet, 
ifpromdis do play tong its, does it mean they can't appreciate 
“The Nutcracker” or “Swan Lake” or the presentations of Lisa 
Macuja's Ballet Manila? 

People think that promdis go nowhere but to town fairs. 
But is it their fault if the more notable museums and art gal- 
leries are in Metro Manila? But who says promdis can't go 
places? Rizal, Del Pilar and Luna were all promdis like me, 
and if they turned out to be world-class, so can we. 

It really doesn’t matter if you're a promdi or a city boy, for 
in the end it is character that counts. What is important is 
that one opens his mind to ideas and learns the ways of the 
educated. : 

Do we prefer mediocrity to excellence? Do we prefer com- 
fort to sacrifice? Do we want to live only for the present, or 
do we want to learn from the past so we can improve our fu- 
ture? 

People say that education is the key to a good future. They 
are right, and that is also what my parents tell me. But why is 
it that there are so many people who allow themselves to be 
fooled by commercialized education? Commercial schools 
produce students with diplomas, but without skills and with- 
out love for real learning. They have the degrees, but no 
depth, no plans and possibly no future. They keep complain- 
ing that there are no jobs available for them, but they don't 
have the relevant skilis needed for employment. 

One's place hardly matters nowadays since we are living 
in the digital age. Only fools would prefer to linger in the 
dark for lack of information. 

T really hope that Filipinos will protest the lack of quality 
in education and put a stop to the reign of mediocrity. I hope 
that we will not just welcome change, but place ourselves in 
the center of international developments. 

‘Tam a Bulakefio, and I believe international is cool. 


Christopher Sapiandante, 16, graduated from Darwin Interna- 
tional School in Santa Maria, Bulacan, and is now enrolled as 
freshman in the University of the Philippines. 


NOTICE To YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: _ 


‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngbload@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Garcia-De Venecia face-off Leute’: DepEd clarifies points in special report 


y P THIS REFERS TO THE SERIES OF er Education Council, we work 
in television debate ur ed "Nae articles written by Femando del closely with these TEIs and the 
5 Mundo on the state of Philippine CHED to improve pre-service 
aaa $ education. (Inquirer, 6/4-6/07) training. 
THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE people, the principal stakeholders Today, most Filipinos are aware À cruel ad Please allow us to make some clar- 4. Textbooks errors. Antonio 
reported plan of Gebu Rep. Pablo of our society, as to what they can who they really are: citizens, not ifications: Calipjo Go's allegation that all 
Garcia to unseat Speaker Jose de do to help come up with quality spectators; citizens, not subjects; ON A RECENT VISIT TO MY 1. Private school assistance. All books printed prior to 2004 have 
Gare to Pangasinan Ac 2 con. legislative agenda. I believe that responsible citizens, not insensi- “Abadilla S* clients at the New ESCand EVSissueshave been sat. 50 percent to 75 percent errors 
cerned Filipino, let me share my such an agenda is an essential as- tive individuals. Bilibid Prisons, one of them com- isfactorily resolved during our re- could be interpreted as the per- 
thoughts on the need to choose pect in the nation’s economic Age-ld problems—corruption, plained tome abouta paint adver- cent meeting with representatives centage of errors per book, which 
the next Speaker for his ability to growth and development. violence, poverty and injus- fisement he chanced upon on TV. of private schools and associa- is certainly not the case. The claim 
getthings going right atthe House Im this debate, issues—on tice—continue to stunt our na- The advertisement pokes fun at tions. ‘The new guidelines include “Ang Bagong Pilipino” has 400 er- 
Sf Representatives, and not mere- Charter change, foreign debt pay- tion's growth. And our congress- the plight of long-term prisoners. Taising the subsidy from P4,000 to rors is inaccurate. The review by 
Syechispopularityamonghiscol ments (aburden of about $55 bil- men have failed to respond to jt shows an ostensibly young life. 5,000 (instead of the planned subject specialists from private and 
leagues or on his perceived close- lion—its interest alone eats up theseconcernsinapositiveway. termer behind the window bars of P6,000) for every ESC and EVS public schools and universities re- 
ness to the President. around 40 percent ofthenational I hope that our congressmen his prison cell, growing old in student. Ar this level of subsidy, vealed only nine conceptual and 
in this regard, I suggest a-live, budget), budget outlays for edu- choose their Speaker with more stages—until he’ becomes de- thenumberof grantees increased. 20 factual errors. We again invite 
televised debate between Repre. cation and health and the House discernment and beyond mere Crepit, while the paint on the _ Andwehaveincreased the 2007 Go to directly work with us to re- 
sentative Garcia and Speaker De and Senate relations, among oth- partisan considerations—tiuus prison wall outside his cell has, Gastpe budget from P2 billion to solve error issues. 

Venecia. In this debate, people ers—should be discussed. Juan paving the way for more good Well, lasted a lifetime. > 3 billion or by an unprecedented 5. Textbook procurement. We 
Hom the academe and the media de la Cruz certainly wants to thingstocome andensuringabet. ` jrigindeed acruel TV advertise- 50 percent. And we are no longer await the Supreme Cours deci- 
Should serve as moderators or know how Garcia and De Venecia ter life for the vast majority of our ment for long-term prisoners to PhasingoutESCinfavorofEVS. sion on the petition re the textbook 
panelists. The debate will be an envision to provide food on the people. See, adding to. their—what 2 Makabayan curriculum. Ex. suppliers disqualification. Mean- 
Opportunity for the two protago- table, create jobs, strengthen the “ALANANTONIOS.MAZO, izyiyers often refer to in stock Pens agree with the reduction of while, we've been enhancing our 
nists to inform not just the House economy and improve peace and Rm. 1,2/PMasonie Center, phrases as—mental anguish, the number of subjects via integra. procurement processes. We have 
members, but more so the Fi order. 180 Yandoc St, Baguio City Wounded feelings, social humilia- 0n, an internationally recognized reconstituted the Bids and Awards 
á en ` Yon and similar injury. Prisoners Practice even in industrialized Committee (BAC) and created 
NLEX ready to cooperate with police in hot pursuit ear aa and fecinge, counties. Subjects like music ars, three separate BACs and secretari- 
ae ae an tement Values and physical education are ats for improved efficiency and 

should be pulled out. integrated in Makabayan (not So- tighter internal control. 

My clients have been in prison Gal Studies). Asaleamingareaand 6, Secretary's priorities. It is un- 
for nearly 11 years, June 13 was TOtASubject area, Makabayan inte- fair to state that “Lapus has devot- 
thes Ih anniversary of the grates these components whereap- ed most'of his time .. to improve 
Ae ail amiin for which Propriate. Otherwise, cach ofthese leaming, facilities and teacher 
the Abadilla s have been wrongly subiects is given its own time allot- training.”In fact, he has successful- 
end of murde, and sen Ment—on average, three hours per ly addressed many vital concerns 
eS death But here's the 8Y in high school and two hours including: (a) increasing budget 
Tub their appeal has been pend. Pet day in elementary school. appropriations for basic education, 
ng fst in the Supreme Court for __ >, Teachers training, Our cur- (b) expanding parmerships with 
fr yours which passed the buck Tent teacher training effort is per- private sectors, (c) promoting rele- 
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THIS REFERS TO THE NEWS when the vehicles hit them. Since ate with the government as a pub- 

item titled “S killed in hostage two of these lanes were un- lic service responsibility. 

drama.” (Inouimer, 6/1/07) Toll- manned, no teller could ask any- —BETTY D. JOSE, 

ways Management Corp. (TMC), one to pay the toll. media spokesperson, 

the operator of the North Luzon The next eight pursuing patrol ‘Tollways Management Corp. 

Expressway, would like to make vehicles entered through the other 

some clarifications. lanes, The tellers in those lanes My apologies for mistakenly re- 
‘According to the report, the processed them as emergency pas- porting that the toll keepers insisted 

‘ear drove through the toll gates sages to allow the vehicles to enter that pursuing policemen pay the 

past the barricade while pursuing the expressway. The tellersinthese toll 

cops were delayed when NLEX toll lanes didnt ask the police to pay But the report on the second con- 

Keepers reportedly insisted they the toll. voy of mobile patrol cars and media haps the most substantial in-ser- vant education (primarily, through 

should pay the toll” and the cops The report on the 10-minute people having been delayed at the pie oot of Appeals where iF vice teacher training effort in our strengthening pb peepee 

waited for 10 minutes until NLEX waiting time was inaccurate. NLEX toll gate for 10 minutes was = a palf years—a to Te peres and country’s history. However, we tioninhigh choo)), ete. 

security officers raised the barri- Aware of the emergency situation, based on the accounts of media peo- S half, years—a total of seven and have no direct control over teach- —RAMON C. BACANI, 

cade.” our security officers gave the pa- ple who were with the convoy. Ms ie has be justice £T education institutions (TEIs). undersecretary, 
‘Ourreport: Sixvehicles, includ- trot cars quick passage to the Jose must be referring to the se- 4, Fey Enp ey E ira Through the multi-sectoral Teach- Department of Education 

ing mobile patrol units from the | NLEX quence of events pertaining to the layed: One of © sce kb d f 

QCPD and Caloocan City Police The TMC has put in place spe- first batch of patrol cars; our report , —! 6 gyi endl 

and the hijacked Mitsubishi Ad- cial arrangements for Buch ine referred to the second batch. Port ney transplant Lge cated Loo! eyon Ong or next SC member 

Stauure, forced passage in six dentstomakesure that peace and I understand that the first police 2008, may soon die, In other was RATHER DISMAYED THAT 

Here IO NLER, tweof which order in and along the communi- convoy was allowed passage with- Words, he might not see an appel- F, Joaquin Bernas devoted an en- column, coming as it does from the 

‘were dedicated EC Tag lanes. The ties we serve at the NLEX are out any delay. late decision in his lifetime. Be- ie column to an academic discus- leamed Father Bernas, has some- 

‘Traffic Control Gates of these maintained. JEANNETTE ANDRADE, CAUSE there are appeals which n 


1 ee sion just to prove that a certain ap- how put a stamp of approval or va- 
lanes were automatically lifted We are always ready to cooper- Inquirer reporter lease tine. life prisoner grow. Ponteetoa Supreme Courtseatisa lidiy to the appoinament under 


ing old behind Bibid walls, "sturalbom Filipino citizen. (I- question. After more than 40 years 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph maybe the advertisement can aah AN due espect, so what if Sakar a e et 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in- | show appellate case records heis? The more urgent considera- But there must be thousands of 
Inquirer you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, clude their complete address and telephone or pager | through the windows of a certain tion atthe momentiswhetherheis other unquestionably natural- 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- number or e-mail address for verification purposes. | Centennial Building, either that of the most qualified and deserving born Filipino lawyers in the coun- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such the Supreme Court or the Court of 


> k under the circumstances. The Judi- try who can only sympathize with 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail information is supplied. p reagere “ ‘the paint al and Bar Council and the sitting the comedian David Letterman 


justices of the Supreme Courtdon’t ‘who loves to say, facetiously, of 

SOLIMANM. ‘seem to think so. Are we so bereft course, “Has anybody even both- 
SANTOSJR., of qualified candidates that we ered to look at my resumé?” 

18MariposaSt., must now engage in a countrywide JAMES D. LANSANG, 

Cubao, discussion on the citizenship of one 135 Riverside Drive, 

Quezon ity particular candidate? Provident Village, Marikina City 


‘The irony, of course, is that the 


Pag-IBIG FUND 


` Gived Qos y Elacat fats 


‘Makati Avenue, Makati City 


the royal treatment. 5 INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES 
FOR THE PAG-IBIG FUND'S NON-PERFORMING ASSETS (NPA) 
RESOLUTION PROGRAM 


(2nd Bidding) 


‘The Pag-IBIG Fund intends to apply the sum of One Hundred Twenty Five Million Pesos 
(Pni>125 008,000.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments for Financial Advisory 
Semices forthe Pag BIG Fund's Non-Performing Assets (NPA) Resolution Program, broken down as follows: 


Phasel - NPA Due Dilgence & Strategie Advisory Fee ) p goy 
Phasel — Transaction Structuring & Preparation Fee a 
Phase lll — Transaction Success Fee POM 
‘Outof-pocket expenses and other fees PEM 


“The transaction success fee for Phase Ill, which covers Transaction Management, Execution and 
Glozing, shallot exceed one half percent (1/2%) of the realized value of the Non-Performing Asset 
Pool 

Sids receivedin excess ofthe ABC shall be automatically rejected atthe opening ofthe financial proposals. 


“The Pag-IBIG Fund now calls for the submission of Letters of Intent (LOIS) from potential Bidders, 
without pending case/s with the Fund, to apply for eligibility and short listing for Financial Advisory 
Services for the Pag-IBIG Fund's Non-Performing Assets (NPA) Resolution Program. interested 
onsulients must submit thelr LOs, by hand or through mail, tothe BAC-CS (FA) Secretariat on or before 
5:00 p.m. of June 28, 2007 at Rm. 704, The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City and secure the 
Biiginity Documents teretrom. The BAC-CS (FA) Secretariat wil issue to prospective bidders Eligibility 
Forms, upon their submission of the LOI, and upon their payment of a non-refundable amount of Five 
‘Thousand Pesos (PhP 5,000.00) to the Pag-IBIG Fund Cashier. Applications for eligibility willbe evaluated 
ona “passfai basis. A brielng on eigibiity requirements will be held at 2:00 p.m. on June 22, 2007 at 
Room 602, S/F The Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City. The deadline for the submission of 
Engiity Documents shall be on the date of the opening of Eligibilty Documents on June 29, 2007, 9:00 
2m. at the Procurement Division, General Services Department, Rm. 704, The Atrium of Makati, Makati 
‘Avenue, Makati Cty. 


spe ‘es ‘The BAC-CS (FA) shall draw up the shart list of prospective bidders from those who have submitted 
, 2 2 nS LOis, met at least four (4) of the requirements prescribed in Section il! — Eligibility oa pe Tred 
: Foe eee ee A he provisions of Republic Al 9164 
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room him for S 7 "nance Cape 
FREE haircut or massage along with BP. PINON ETT a romae S 
5 i BE cheeta md oiiaii E sisng wit ve conducted trough open compete biking proceduras, and is mitad to bidders, nalural 
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FREE homeimprovement workshops: Tae ate sy A RLA 9184, ihe contract wil only be awarded to the Highest Rated and Responsive Bidder who was determined 
‘ FA cane eaten aug ie Qualy Cased Evaluation (OBE) propsdure. The cea and 
Bee Sent ine tation of Sos shel be povced n the msrutone to Bisa 


Interested bidders may obtain further information from the Pag-IBIG Fund thru the BAC-CS (FA) 
‘Secretariat at Rm. 704, the Atrium of Makati, Makati Avenue, Makati City. 


“The contract shal be completed within the folowing timelines: 


Phasel — within six (6) months from commencement of work as indicated in the Notice to 
Proceed 
Phase ll — within three (3) months from the completion and approval of Phase | 
Phase ill — — witun six (6) months from date of approval of Phase I. 
The Pag-IBIG Fund reserves height to reject any and al bids, annu the beng process, orro Sward 


EEA the contrac! et eny time prior fo contract award, without thereby Incurring any liabilty to the affected bidder 
z TEA ome by incurring any liabilty 


CYCLOPHIL oE 
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Cl a Bids and Awards Commitee for 
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From page Al 
‘commission to investigate erring 
Comelec officers during the 2004 
and 2007 elections. 

Biazon believes the Comelec 
cannot conduct an impartial in- 
vestigation of its own men. 

Comelec spokesperson James 
Arthur Jimenez said the Comelec 
was “receptive” to suggestions of 
Election Commissioner Rene 
‘Sarmiento for an investigation. 

“Commissioner Sarmiento has 
said that we should look into the 
links of these people with Garci. 
What's their relationship with 
Garci?” Jimenez said by phone. 

Bedol has caused widespread 
consternation after he said the oth- 
er day that the municipal vote tal- 
lies in his _possession—which 
would ostensibly support the 
daims of the administration's 
‘Team Unity ticket that it had swept 
the recent senatorial elections in 
Maguindanao—were stolen. 

The still untabulated Maguin- 
danao votes could spell victory or 
defeat for three candidates fight- 
ing for the last two Senate slots. 
‘They are the Genuine Opposi- 
tion's Antonio Trillanes IV (cur- 
rently in 11th place) and Aquilino 
“Koko” Pimentel IMI (12th) and 
‘TU’s Juan Miguel Zubiri (13th). 

The Comelec official who 
spoke to the Ingumer on condi- 
tion of anonymity said that the 
poll body should have investigat- 
ed the “Garci boys” soon after the 
“Hello Garci” tape scandal broke 
outin 2005. 

Even if these were only rumors 


for 


Among 


cillano. 


‘The official mentioned at least 
five other Comelec lawyers, as- 
signed as provincial election su- 
pervisors and regional election 
directors in various provinces in 
Mindanao, who were known in 
the Comelec to be associates of 
Garcillano but were not men- 
tioned in the tapes. 

The infamous Garci tapes were 
alleged to be wiretapped conversa- 
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at the time, the Comelec should 
have “established the truth, what 
really happened in 2004," said 
the official, who asked not to be 
identified because of the delicate 
position he holds. 

“By not investigating immedi- 
ately, there was a perception na 
may tinatakpan (of a cover-up),” 
the official said. 

Referring to Bedol's claim that 
the municipal certificates of votes 
Maguindanao had been 
stolen, the official sai 
shallow alibi. As the provincial 
election supervisor, he knows 
these are vital documents that 
have to'be secured.” 


“Irs a 


Garci boys 


the other so-called 


“Garci boys” mentioned in the 
tapes were Renato 
Magbutay, assistant regional elec- 
tion director of Southern Min- 
danao (Region 11), and Renault 
Macarambon, who served in the 
Lanao del Sur special elections. 
Lawyer Jubiel Surmieda had also 
been referred to in the media as 
having had association with Gar- 


“Buboy 


and the other 


Brawner 


Receptive to a probe 
Ms Arroyo and Garcillano have 
denied any wrongdoing. 
Jimenez said that in a meeting 
yesterday with Sarmiento, Abalos 
commission- 
ers—Resurreccion Borra, Romeo 
and Nicodemo Fer- 
rer—appeared “receptive” to the 
idea of an investigation. 
Commissioner Florentino Tua- 


om 


BEDOL, one of the so-called “Garci boys,” meets journalists at the 
Comelec office in Manila. 


tions between Ms Arroyo and Gar- 
cillano on rigging the 2004 vote. 
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son Jt. was absent at the meeting, 
which followed newspaper re- 
ports quoting Sarmiento as say- 
ing that it was time to reinvesti- 
gate the “Hello Garci” scandal to 
restore the Comelec’s integrity. 

Abalos and the other commis- 
sioners refused to say what they 
discussed at the meeting. 

“They talked about it. There 
was no (negative) reaction. No- 
body was angry. That's indicative 
that they are receptive to the 
idea,” Jimenez said, 


Book authors rebut claim of Marcos bias 
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Marcos,” maliciously condemned our Grade 5 
Department of Education textbook titled 
“Marangal na Pilipino” and maligned our 
names with unfounded and baseless accusa- 
tions. 

Allow us to respond to Go's claims point by 
point: 

Claim No. 1: Too many pages—a total of 
48—devoted to a discussion of the Marcos 
years. 

Go did not specify the pages. We can only 
assume that he refers to Pages 152-201 (actu- 
ally totaling 49 pages) from Aralin (Lesson) 
18 and 19 of Unit Il and Aralin 20-23 of Unit 
IV which actually covered periods before, 
during and after the Ferdinand Marcos 
regime, Go made it appear that the 49 pages 
were dedicated to a discussion alone of Mar- 
cos and his programs of government during 
martial law. The latter topic under Aralin 22 
covered only eight pages. The rest of the 
pages covered five lessons on the administra- 
tion of the Third Republic, conditions obtain- 
ing then, developments before the declara- 
tion of martial law and the situation in the 
country after the imposition. 

Furthermore, textbooks are written based on 
the prescribed leaming competencies of the De- 
partment of Education, The Grade 5 competen- 
cies required such lengthy treatment on the 
Marcos years. In fact, three out of the nine sec- 
tions or one-third of the competencies have ref- 
erence to Marcos and the martial law regime. 
‘Textbooks have to comply with these compe- 
tencies because the first question DepEd evalu- 
ators have to contend with is whether these 
competencies have been “developed” and if 
they were “sufficiently developed.” 

Any perceived inadequacy in coverage and 
discussion must be addressed by the writers 
in the revisions that are required after every 
evaluation. Last year, the DepEd conducted a 
review of these competencies to ensure that 
they are updated and correct and cover the 
Jearning goals that learners must attain. Since 
then, the Grade 5 learning competencies have 
been revised. Our textbook was written, eval- 
uated and approved in 2005 or prior to the re- 
vision of the learning competencies 


‘Critical of entire period’ 

Claim No. 2: The book and the writers 
‘were “in awe and reverence [of the Marcoses) 
in effect downplaying and whitewashing 
what had, in fact, been carried out: the abuses 
and excesses, the horrors and atrocities.” 

This is far from the truth. In fact, we were 
critical of the entire Marcos period in our his- 
tory. Go selected passages in the book and 
took them completely out of context. Al- 
though historians and history can never claim 
to be objective, the DepEd, nonetheless, stip- 
ulates that textbooks must be objective, that 
both sides must be presented, that they 
should include a balanced discussion of all 
the facts and issues. All angles must be pre- 
sented to allow our students to appreciate 
and evaluate the data and then, form a con- 
clusion. This is how our textbook was written. 
However, Go conveniently chose to highlight 
only certain passages in the book while con- 
veniently disregarding the rest of the discus- 
sion. 

How can we be accused of being “true blue, 
dyed-in-the-wool apologists” for Marcos with 
the following passages: 


‘Horrifying experience’ 

On Page 172, we wrote: “The Filipinos are 
known for upholding human rights and fight- 
ing for a democratic government. This tradi- 
tion was set aside when President Marcos de- 


clared Martial Law in 1972. For 14 years, dic- 
tatorship prevailed and democracy died. Hu- 
man rights were violated, an economic crisis 
gripped the nation, and the Communist and 
Muslim rebellions strengthened.” 

On Page 180, we wrote: “The Philippines 
suffered a horrifying experience as a result of 
Marcos’ desire to remain in power. With the 
imposition of martial law, democracy ended 
in the Philippines.” 

On Page 181, we wrote: “The declaration of 
martial law is rooted on Marcos’ desire to re- 
main in power...” 

“Human rights became the first vietim of 
Martial Law. He arrested and imprisoned his 
political opponents. Anyone can be arrested 
by the military even without a warrant of ar- 
rest.” 

‘On Page 182, we wrote: “The people lost 
their freedom of speech. Those arrested were 
tortured in prison, brutalized and executed. 
Many disappeared and were presumably exe- 
cuted and their bodies disposed of.” 


No change in ‘New Society’ 

On Page 182, we wrote: “Although Marcos 
proclaimed a New Society, there was no 
change in society. Poverty was widespread. 
He launched a land reform but there were 
strong objections from landowners, many of 
‘whom were in Congress and the Government. 
Marcos was also not determined to carry out 
this reform... 

“Martial law continued for nine years 
(Marcos lifted martial law in 1981 but he re- 
mained in power until 1986]. The living con- 
ditions of the people did not improve during 
the Martial Law period. In fact, the problems 
that Marcos had to solve even worsened. 
‘There was an increase in the incidence of 
hunger, squatting, human rights violations, 
unemployed, corruption, and unrest in many 
communities.” 

Claim No. 3: The book of Tadhana (Des- 
tiny) appeared in our book. 

Yes, it did, but what Go did not state was 
our discussion on Tadhana, in which we 
wrote: “Marcos even revised history to make 
Martial Law acceptable and for history to look 
Kindly at him. He commissioned the writing 
Of the history of the Philippines which he ti- 
ted Tadhana. It was published in his name al- 
though he did not write it.” 

Moreover, Go conveniently ignored that 
our book included pictures of students 
protesting against Marcos (Pages 175 and 
180), demonstrators being arrested (Pages 
176 and 181), the Plaza Miranda survivors 
(Page 177), Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr. (Page 
183) and the logo of Laban (Page 185). 


Passages taken out of context 

Go took the following passages from the 
book out of context: 

‘© “Marcos announced that it was his de- 
sire to change the old society which was full of 
anomalies, chaos, lack of discipline, low 
morality in the area of public service and dis- 
agreement between the militant citizenry and 
the military” 

Go failed to write that in the same page we 
wrote: "According to Marcos, he wanted a 
new society. But his reforms turned out to be 
failures.” 

© “The Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
Manila Film Center, Folk Arts Theater, Nation- 
al Arts Center, School for the Arts, Lung Cen- 
ter, and the Nutrition Center of the Philip- 
pines were all built during martial law.” 

But Go did not quote how we ended our 
treatment of this topic where we wrote: “The 
service provided by these institutions was 
limited due to inadequate funds.” 

“The foreign debt of the Philippines bal- 


looned because Marcos guaranteed the loans 
of his businessmen friends and allies. When 
they went bankrupt and were unable to pay, 
their debts were transferred to the govern- 
ment.” 

Go did not cite the succeeding paragraph 
on Page 199, “A big chunk of the Philippine 
debt also left the country as ill-gotten wealth 
deposited in other countries. From 1962 to 
1986, $28 billion left the country. Marcos was 
the President from 1965-1986. He and his 
family were widely accused of corruption and 
of stealing from the national coffer.” 


Stringent evaluation 

Our book passed the stringent four-level 
evaluation process of the DepEd—compe- 
tencies covered, content, appropriateness 
or suitability of the book, and language uti- 
lized by the book—twice. It was first eval 
ated after which we complied with the revi 
sions and resubmitted for another round of 
evaluation. Go is disparaging not just the 
writers of the book but the credibility of 
these many evaluators who passed this 
book. 

We welcome the Filipino people to read our 
book and judge for themselves. We believe we 
will be vindicated 


Jimenez clarified that Sarmien- 
to was referring to a possible inves- 
tigation of the “links” of some elec- 
tion officials to Garcillano. 


Removing the doubts 

He said that as far as he knew, 
Sarmiento made an “off-the-cuff” re- 
mark about investigating the links of 
the supposed “Garci boys” during a 
recent talk with a reporter last week. 

“They were talking about the in- 
tegrity and the competence of the 
Comelec, na nadadamay (that it 
was being tamished) because of 
the association of the so-called 
Garci boys to Garci,” Jimenez said. 

“Commissioner Sarmiento said 
that we have to determine if there 
should really be doubts on these 
people, mabuti yung may map- 
atunayan muna (it is best that 
these are resolved first). He said, 
let’s look into the links of these 
people with Garci. Do they still 
communicate with this man? 
‘What are their activities with 
him? What is their relationship 
with Garcillano?” Jimenez said. 

Jimenez said Bedol was not inves- 
tigated by the Comelec during the 
Garci scandal simply because there 
was no complaint filed against him. 

This time, however, the Com- 
elec is investigating Bedo!'s possi- 
ble “culpability” in the alleged 
fraud in Maguindanao. 

“The results of the task force in- 
vestigation would determine if there 


u 


Abalos asked why ‘Garci boys’ promoted 


are grounds to discipline him or take 
stronger action against him. The task 
force is also giving him a chance to 
(tell) his side," Jimenez said. 

The Comelec commissioners 
tried to evade reporters after 
their meeting yesterday. 

Abalos rejected interviews, re- 
peatedly saying: “Talk to James 
Gimenez).” 

Flanked by towering body- 
guards, the diminutive Commis- 
sioner Nicodemo Ferrer slipped 
away unnoticed, using a backdoor. 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita said that at the very least, Bedol 
should be investigated for’ negli- 
gence but it was up to the Comelec 
to impose sanctions since it was an 
independent, constitutional body. 

“The first reaction would be: 
How could a responsible official 
such as Mr. Bedol let things just 
lying around to be lost?” Ermita 
said in his weekly press briefing. 

‘Asked to comment on the 
Bedol controversy and the pos: 
ble revival of the “Hello Garci” 
scandal, Manila Archbishop Car- 
dinal Gaudencio Rosales said: 
“es time to move on.” 

Rosales said the Catholic Bishops, 
Conference of the Philippines 
‘would come out with its position on: 
the conduct of the recent elections, 
at its plenary assembly next month, 

With reports from Jocelyn R. Uy, 
Dona Pazzibugan, Juliet Labog- 
Javellana and Jerome Aning 


Thai sniffer dogs 


From page Al 
harassing female passengers. 

The pair, Mok and Lai, had 
been plucked from obscurity un- 
der a program initiated by King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej to turn 
strays into police dogs, the 
Bangkok Post said. 

Although the two dogs won 
plaudits from police for their 
work in sniffing out drugs at 
northern Thailand’s Chiang 
Rai airport, near the border 
with Laos and Burma (Myan- 
mar), So many passengers com- 
plained about their behavior 
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they had to be fired. 

“He liked to pee on luggage 
while searching for drugs inside,” 
Mok’s former handler, Police Lt. 
Col. Jakapop Kamhon, said. “He 
also liked to hold on to women’s 
legs.” 

“Both were just as good as for- 
eign dogs trained for use in drug 
missions,” he added. “But they 
were stray dogs, so their manners 
were worse than those of foreign 
breeds.” 

Mok and Lai now work on a 
farm, herding chickens and pigs, 
the paper said. Reuters 
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Bayer Schering Pharma and 
Bayer HealthCare-Consumer Care 
now in Makati. 


The new office address 
of Bayer HealthCare-Bayer Schering Pharma 
and Bayer HealthCare-Consumer Care, 
both operating within the legal entity 
of Bayer Philippines, Inc. is: 


36th Floor, PBCom Tower 
6795 Ayala Ave. corner V.A. Rufino St., 
Makati City 1226 


Trunkline: (632) 887-9700 
Fax No. (632) 893-1388 
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Aguinaldo heirs creep into Cavite politics 


By Marlon Ramos 
Kawit, Cavite 


ORE THAN A CENTURY AFTER 
Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo first un- 
furled the Philippine flag from 
the balcony of his house in Kawit 
to mark the country’s indepen- 
dence and his reign as the coun- 
try’s first president, his heirs have 
been silently building what could 
be the next most influential polit- 
ical clan in the historic province 
of Cavite. 


During the May 14 elections, four descen- 
dants of Aguinaldo won in their election bids, 
including the mayoral and vice mayoral races 
in Kawit. 

But Rep. Joseph Emilio Aguinaldo Abaya, a 
great grandson of the legendary general, was 
quick to assert that the clan had no plan of 
starting a dynasty. 

Abaya, who handily won in his reelection 
bid in the first district, likewise said the family 
did not chart the political careers of any of 
their relatives. 

No. We did not talk about our political 
plans. We did not plan about our candidacies. 
It just happened that some of us ran [for public 
office],” he told the Inquirer after the com- 
‘memoration rites of the 109th Independence 
Day at the Aguinaldo Shrine on Tuesday. 

‘Abaya is the son of Consuelo Aguinaldo, 
the daughter of Emilio Aguinaldo Jr—the 
third of the general's five children. 

‘Abaya said the election was actually the 
first time that the clan had more than three 
Aguinaldos winning public posts. 

‘Other Aguinaldo heirs who were pro- 
claimed winners in the elections were incom- 
ing Kawit Mayor Reynaldo "Tik" Aguinaldo, a 
son of Emilio Jr; and his Vice Mayor-elect 
Emilio “Orange” Aguinaldo IV, a son of Rey- 
naldo’s brother. 

Emilio Aguinaldo Y the grandson of Miguel 
‘Aguinaldo—the general's eldest son—won as 
‘municipal councilor in Imus town. 

Emilio V's father Lito was a former coun- 
cilor of Imus. 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS. 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
tet Avvo, Quezon Cay 
‘mal Adres. tomboxGto gov ph Webste wr Nogo ph 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Republic of the Philippines 
SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF MOTOR VEHICLE INSPECTION 
EQUIPMENT FOR THE UPGRADING AND REHABILITATION OF LTO MVIS; 
NCR (North and South), REGIONS lll (San Fernando, Pampanga), IV- 

(Lipa City), Vi (Cebu City) and XI (Davao City) 

“The Land Transportation Office through the MVUC Funds (Fund 151) intends 
to apply the sum of One Hundred Fourteen Milion Pesos (P114,000,000.00) being 
the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) for the Supply and installation of 
‘Motor Vehicle Inspection Equipment for the Upgrading and Rehabiltation of LTO 
MVIS: NCR (North and South), Regions Il (San Femando, Pampanga). IV-A (Lipa 
Ciy). Vil (Cebu City) and XI (Davao City). Bids received in excess of the ABC 
shall be automaticaly rejecied at bi opening 

“The Land Transportation Office now invites Bids from eligible Bidders for the 
items. The required delivery schedule wil be indicated in the approved Conirect. 
‘The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section Il of the Bidding 
‘Documents, ITB. 


‘We did not 
talk about 
our political 
plans. 

We did not 
plan our 
candidacies. 
Itjust 
happened 
that some 
of us ran’ 


‘ding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-ciscretionary pass/fail criteria as specified in the implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 8184. otherwise known as the 
"Government Procurement Reform Act” and is resrcied to Filip citzens/sole 
proprietorships, organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest or 

 Guistanding capa stock belonging lo clizens ofthe Phiippines, and o citizens or 
Organizations of a country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or 
privileges io Fiipino citizens, pursuant to Repubic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject 
foCommonweath Ac! 138 (C-A. 138). Only bids from Bidders who pass the ebgibiity 
check wil be opened. The process for the eligbilty check is desenbed in Scion 
Mol the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) 
shall advance to the posi-qualificalion stage in order to finally determine 
responsiveness of the bid nial requirements ofthe project 

|The contract shalthen boa 
(LCRB) who was determined as such during the post-qualification procedur 

Interested Bidders may obtain further information trom the LTO Special BAC- 
Chairman for MVIS Project and Inspect tne Bidding Documents at the address 
‘given below from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
trom the address below and upon payment of a non-refundable fee in the amount 
‘of Php25.000.00, in the form of cash. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
Personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representative 

‘The Land Transportation Otlice will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all 
interested parties on June 22, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the LTO-Bubwagang Edu, East 
Avenue. Quezon Cily. 

Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered lo the address below on or 
‘befor July 05, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. Al bids must be eccompaniad by a Bid security 
in-any of the following for: 


REELECTED Ist District Rep. Jun Abaya (center); Kawit, Cavite Mayor-elect Reynaldo “Tik” 
Aguinaldo (left) and Vice Mayor-elect Emilio “Orange” Aguinaldo IV (2nd from right) take 
their oath before Vice President Noli de Castro at the Aguinaldo Shrine in Binakayan, Kawit 


during the 109th independence Day celebration on Tuesday. 


On the other hand, Peter Aguinaldo Abaya, 
the congressman's older brother, is the presi- 
dent of Alternative Fuels Corp., an attached 
agency of the Philippine National Oil Corp. 


Controversy 

The Aguinaldo clan actually figured in a 
controversy after Reynaldo, the incumbent 
vice mayor, ran against his first cousin, reelec- 
tionist Mayor Federico “Hit” Poblete. 

Federico is the son of Maria Aguinaldo, the 
youngest of General Aguinaldo's children. 

Reynaldo, 60, who served as vice mayor for 
three consecutive terms, admitted that his de- 
cision to go against his first cousin had the 
blessings of older family members. 

He said there was no bad blood between 
him and Federico, who tried to win his third 
and last term. 

Before he won his first term in 2001 as 
mayor, Federico had been mayor of Kawit for 
at least 15 years up to 1998, making him the 
longest serving mayor of the town. 

“When I ran for mayor, I consulted my rela- 
tives. Even Mayor Hit knew that I just wanted 
to give an alternative choice for our town- 
mates in Kawit,” he said. 

He added: “The people really wanted 
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change in our town that’s why I ran. Mayor 
Hithas served our town for several years.” 

Reynaldo, who ran under the Kabalikat ng 
Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), said he intended 
to focus on livelihood and job-generation to 
spur economic progress in Kawit, a second- 
class municipality. 

He said he would also solve the garbage 
problem ofthe town, which, he said, has ham- 
pered the influx of new investments. 

“We admit that Kawit lags behind other 
Cavite towns in terms of economic develop- 
ment. But how can we invite investors when 
our town is dirty?” he said 


Name recall 

Abaya said the entry of their family in poli- 
tics was not an easy one. 

He recalled that even his late great grand- 
father lost in his presidential bid in 1935 
against another respected nationalist, the late 
Manuel L. Quezon. 

“After my grandfather lost in the presiden- 
cy, none of us entered polities until my uncle, 
Cesar Virata, became the country’s only prime 
minister,” he said. 

Virata, who now heads the Cavite Historical 
Society, is the son of revolutionary Baldomero 


Aguinaldo, General Aguinaldo’s first co 

'In a separate interview, Emilio IV told the 
Inquirer that his being an Aguinaldo was very 
instrumental in their win. 

Emilio IV 33, who twice won as councilor be- 
fore he succeeded his uncle Reynaldo as vice may- 
or, said although the name recall was “definitely a 
plus factor for us," it also had its drawbacks. 

“The name also brings much pressure for 
me because I have a name to take care of. I 
have to live up to my name and try my best to 
avoid controversies,” he said, adding: 

“I guess I just have to double or even triple 
my efforts.” 

‘Abaya said he looked at the pressure of carry- 
ing his great grandfather's name as a challenge. 

“People just tend to put additional expectations 
from us. But I don’t see it as a burden or a disad- 
vantage. It's just an added responsibility” he said. 

Abaya, who succeeded his father Del Abaya 
as congressman, said the filing of the bill mak- 
ing Cavite the “Historical Capital of the Philip- 
pines” would be among his top legislative 
agenda in the 14th Congress. 

He had filed the bill in the last Congress but 
it did not pass first reading. 

He said he would also focus more on provid- 
ing free basic education and health care for the 
constituents in his district, which includes Kaw- 
it, Bacoor, Rosario, Noveleta and Cavite City. 

‘Abaya, a known ally ofthe administration, said 
he would block another presidential proclama- 
tion declaring June 12a working holiday. 

He admitted that family members were 
“very disappointed and frustrated” by the de- 
cision of the President to have regular offices 
on Independence Day. 

‘Abaya said the presidential proclamation 
only caused confusion and conveyed a wrong 
message to the youth. 

Because of the proclamation, students were 
absent from the commemoration rites, he said. 

“This is really very disappointing because 
we are sending the wrong message to the 
youth. The real meaning of the Independence 
Day is lost because of that,” he said. 

‘Abaya said that although he supported the 
so-called holiday economics that the Presi- 
dent was pushing, “it was wrong to cancel the 
celebrations just to have another day at the 
beach or at the mall.” 

“We have to understand that the youths 
stand to gain the most from this. It's frustrating 
to see that they're not here because they are the 
primary targets of this celebration," he said. 


Lawyer hopes to restore people’s faith in polls 


By Madonna T. Virola 
Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro 


the “dirt” she encountered in the May 14 elections, but 

she is fulfilled for having been a volunteer of the Legal 

Network for Truthful Elections (Lente), her way of doing her 
share in restoring the people's faith in the elections. 
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Clark Development Corporat 
‘Care Freeport Zone, Piippnes 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILT 


"Idi not ust lawyer for a person 
but 1 lawyered for the nation in a 
way,” the 47-year-old woman said. 

For being a Lente volunteer, 
she lost the offers of some politi- 
cians who wanted her services 
during the last elections. 

“The offer went from P5,000 to 
P50,000 as elections neared,” 
Tamunda, who is also a certified 
public accountant, revealed. 

She was assigned to monitor 
the canvassing of election results 
in Occidental Mindoro. 

‘Tamunda had to extend her 
stay at the provincial capitol until 
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with an official of a Muslim associ- 
ation wanting to be active in the 
promotion of truthful elections. 

“Their concern was to bring 
back the trust of people on elec- 
tions. I had the same concern,” 
Tamunda said. 

Salazar said they were recruit- 
ing lawyers, law students, parale- 
gal and other volunteers, and that 
some organizations like the Parish 
Pastoral Council for Responsible 
Voting and the National Move- 
ment for Free Elections and law 
schools like Ateneo had joined. 

“I stood up from my chair and 
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the proclamation of senators. 

“The GO (Genuine Opposition) 
did not have watchers and lawyers, 
only the TU (Team Unity) had, who 
could check and balance,” she said. 

Tamunda and niece Marilyn 
Graganta, also a volunteer, arrived 
in Abra de llog, Occidental Min- 
doro at about 9 a.m. on May 14. 

She was asked by Fr. Anthony 
Tria, Mamburao parish priest, to 
first see the elections in Paluan 
town where Mangyan folk were 
reportedly being manipulated by 
abig politician. 

She went to the town school 
where a crew of “Imbestigador” 
of GMA 7 was threatened by 
lawyers of a politician. 

“Tt was disheartening to see fel- 
low lawyers unmindful of the rights 
ofthe Mangyan,” Tamunda said. 


volunteered too. Many people 
were saying ‘tapos na ang eleksy- 
on, ba't pa ko boboto.” (Elections 
are finished, why should I vote). I 
wanted to do something concrete 
to bring back the trust in the elec- 
tions,” Tamunda said. 

That day was Lente’s orienta- 
tion for volunteers and signing of 
the memorandum of agreement 
with partners. 


Fulfillment 

She also inspired 20 people she 
had helped in pro bono cases. They 
induded drivers, market vendors 
and al four secretaries in her office. 

“They were also happy that 
they have served the country. 
Even they were hungry, they 
stood there for long hours with 
eyes glued on the counting of 
votes. They could not leave the 
precincts,” Tamunda noted. 

Because Lente had limited 
funds, she had to pay for her vol- 
unteers' expenses. 

She remembered her recruits 
saying, “get more volunteers in 
the coming barangay elections, 
more cheating can happen.” 

Tamunda said she found a way 
tobe fulfilled as a lawyer. 

She is only four years in law prac- 
tice. She used to be an accountant 
with a minimum salary of P50,000 
per month, besides allowances, 

‘Asan IBP lawyer, she gets P5,000 
permonth, which she still shares for 
the food of her secretaries. 

“My husband subsidizes me, 
including gasoline,” Tamunda 
said with a smile. 

“Tm proud of her,” said hus- 
band Juanito, who was in Min- 
danao with foreign observers 
during the elections, 


Commission 

She was also surprised that the 
Commission on Elections town 
chair was not as assertive as ex- 
pected of him. 

In Mamburao town, Tamunda 
monitored the case ofa teacher who 
switched ballots during the canvass- 
ing in favor of a mayoral candidate. 

She also came to know of two 
other teachers who were de- 
tained in San Jose town for the 
same act of ballot switching. 

“It hurts me a lot if one says the 
Filipino is a cheater and number 
one in corruption, But it’s there,” 
she said. 

‘Tamunda believed her volun- 
teer work was a commission from 
“above” for she did not plan it. 

Sometime in March, while at the 
Integrated Bar of the Philippines 
BP) library in Manila, she heard 
IBP president Vicente Salazar talk 
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yesterday helped authorities prevent what was de- 
scribed as a plot to explode a car bomb and kill as 
many people as possible in a busy district here. 


Supt. Roberto Kiunisala, 
provincial police chief, said civil- 
ians informed authorities about 
an abandoned car near the town’s 
busiest intersection at around 

5:30 a.m. 

‘The car turned out to be rigged 
with an improvised explosive de- 
vice fitted with a timer. 

The discovery was made as 
threats of attack by militants 
identified with the Jemaah Is- 


lamiyah continued to be the ma- 
jor concern of authorities in Cen- 
tral Mindanao, a bustling region 
carved out of the former Cotaba- 
to Empire province. 

Kiunisala said the bomb, fash- 
ioned out of one 81-millimeter 
mortar shell, nine 61-mm mortar 
shells, one 90-mm shell for a re- 
coilless rifle, TNT and black pow- 
der, was already set to explode 
through a battery-operated timer 


mall pr provindsl_ pews@inguirercomph 


Across the 


PHILIPPINE DA 


when it was discovered. 

Chief Supt. Felizardo Serapio 
Jz, regional police chief, said a 
team from the police's bomb dis- 
posal unit disarmed the bomb. 

“It was packed with four ki- 
lo(grams) of 3-inch nails,” Kiu- 
nisala said, an indication that it 
was designed to harm many peo- 
ple. 

Kiunisala said American bomb 
experts participating in the on- 
going military exercise in Central 
Mindanao had been called in to 
look into the make of the bomb. 

Supt. Datu Nasser Pendatun, 
provincial deputy police director, 
said the vehicle, a black Toyota 
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sedan, was traced to an Emiliano 
Rellios of Bonifacio Street in San 
Juan, Metro Manila. 

Pendatun said the car's regis- 
tration documents were still be- 
ing checked. 

He said the car bomb was aban- 
doned by an unidentified male at 
around 5 am. in Barangay Pobla- 
ion. 

“This is the handiwork of ter- 
rorist groups linked with the Je- 
maah Islamiyah,” Kiunisala said 
without saying how the conclu- 
sion was arrived at. ' 

But Serapio said police were 
still investigating the involve- 
ment of terror groups. 


2nd Pangasinense sacrifices life in Iraq 


By Gabriel Cardinoza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


LINGAYEN, _ PANGASINAN: 
Maria Minda Correa was unusu- 
ally uneasy a day before two US 
Embassy officials appeared on 
her doorsteps here on May 30. 

She felt like getting sick, so she 
lay down to rest. 

Little did she know that at 
that time, her only son, US Army 
Sgt. Richard Correa, was al- 
ready fighting for his own life in 
Iraq. 

Correa, 25, died from severe 
wounds in a roadside bomb ex- 
plosion in Ibu Falris, Iraq, on 
May 29. Another soldier, Staff 
Sgt. Joseph Weiglein, 31, of 
Audubon, New Jersey, was also 
killed. 

Correa was the second Pan- 
gasinense fatality in strife-tom 
Iraq, Staff Sgt. Richwell Doria of 
Dagupan City was killed on Nov. 
7, 2006, in Kirkuk, Iraq, after be- 
ing struck by small arms fire in an 
air. assault mission. 

“When the US Embassy offi- 
cials came, I knew that'my son 
was dead,” said Ricardo Primi- 
cias, Correa’s father. “They 
wouldnt have come here if 
Valiant (Richard's nickname) was 
only injured.” 

Primicias is the brother of for- 
mer Pangasinan Gov. Cipriano 
Primicias Jr. and son of the late 
Sen. Cipriano Primicias Sr. 

“It took a while before reality 
sank in for that sudden death. It 
took a while for everyone to actu- 
ally realize that Valiant is really 
gone,” said Ivy Primicias-Nalup- 
ta, Correa’s half-sister 


Too sudden 

“It was painful [because] it 
was too sudden. Of all my sons, 
he was the one who was street 
smart,” Primicias said. 

But, he said, it was his son’s 
choice to be in the US military, de- 
spite his family’s objections. 

“all of us—his aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and his mom—were 
against his joining the military 
But he insisted,” Primicias said. 

He said it had come to a point 
that he and his son argued about 
it 

Primicias recalled that in one 
of his conversations with his son, 
he had told him that he was al- 
ready getting “brainwashed” by 
the US military. 

“Ltold him, ‘If you believe you 
are fighting a worthy war, you 
think twice.’ But he said, ‘That's 
not it. I love the Army. We are 
well-protected, we have hi-tech 
weapons, we are well-trained, we 
have body armor,” Primicias said, 
quoting his son. 

“But I told him, ‘How do you 
protect yourself against suicide 
bombers and improvised explo- 
sive devices?’ He did not answer. 
Precisely, now, as I was afraid, it 


GRIEF fills the Correa home in Lingayen, Pangasinan, as the body of US Army Sgt. Richard Correa lies ina 
coffin draped with an American flag. The soldier's mother, Maria Minda Correa, cries with Richard's sister 
Iy holding on to her. 


remains. 
gothim,” he added. 


US migration 

Correa first joined the US Air 
Force (USAF) in 2000 after fin- 
ishing high school at the Lin- 
gayen Educational Center 
here. 

He and his mother migrated 
to the States when he was 7 
years old in 1989 after the ap- 
proval of a family-based peti- 
tion filed by an uncle for his 
mother. 

Correa and his mother, howev- 
er, returned to the Philippines af- 
ter four years. He was already in 
the fifth grade when he studied 
here. 

Primicias said his son had 
joined the USAF because he 
wanted to be a pilot. 

“But because he was justa high 
school graduate, he was not 
lowed to undergo pilot training 
he said. 

Correa was instead trained as 
an airplane mechanic and was 
assigned to the USAF mainte- 
nance section. He was later sta- 
tioned in Oman for a year, his 
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first foreign stint. 

Tn August 2006, he was sent to 
Iraq, now as a member of the US 
Army, which he had chosen to 
join when he re-enlisted in the US 
military in 2004. 

While in the Army, he served as 
aa squad leader in one of the units 
at Fort Drum, New York. 

Correa was a highly decorated 
soldier and received multiple 
awards and decorations. Among 
these were the Purple Heart, 
Army Commendation Medal, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Iraq Campaign Medal, Global 
War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, Parachutist Badge, 
Ranger Tab and several Air Force 
awards. 

Correa’s tour of duty in Iraq 
was supposed to end in Septem- 
ber. But Primicias said the tour of 
his son's unit was extended until 
December. 

“After his stint, he'd like to 
study at the University of Hawaii. 
He was also planning to marry his 
girlfriend, Corey Dell of Florida, 
on Dec. 28," Nalupta said. 


Happy memories 

Nalupta said Correa did not 
want his loved ones worrying 
about him. 

“He earned a Purple Heart 
Ymedal] but he did not tell us. 
Ayaw niyang mag-worry kami be- 
cause a Purple Heart is given to 
someone who was injured," 
Nalupta said. 

But now that Correa is gone, 
his family members can only con- 
sole themselves with the thought 
that Correa died a happy man be- 
cause he was where he wanted to 
be. 


US envoy, other 
execs to attend 
soldier’s burial 


By Gabriel Cardinoza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—US 
Army Sgt. Richard Correa, 25, 
who died in a roadside bomb ex- 
plosion in Iraq last month, will be 
buried today (Thursday, June 14) 
in a family lot across the munici- 
pal cemetery here. 

US Ambassador to the Philip- 
pines Kristie Kenney and Brig. 
Gen. Simeon Trombitas, com- 
mander of the US Army special 
operations command in Korea, 
were expected to attend the 
burial. 

Correa's parents said they nev- 
er imagined that their son would 
be the first one to use the family 
lot, 

“I bought it years ago and 1 al- 
most forgot about it,” said Ricar- 
do Primicias, Correa's father. 

In fact, he said, he had a hard 
time finding it recently because it 
‘was now surrounded with family 
mausoleums. 

Correa, who died after he 
was severely wounded by the 
explosion in Ilbu Falris, Iraq, on 
May 29, will be given a military 
burial by the American govern- 
ment. 

He was the second Pangasi- 
nense to have died in strife-torn 
Iraq, Staff Sgt. Richwell Doria of 
Dagupan City was killed in 
November last year in Kirkuk, 
Iraq, after he was struck by smali 
arms fire during an air assault 
mission. 


Raps filed in land reform slay 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


BACOLOD CITY—POLICE FILED 
on Tuesday murder charges 
against three security guards for 
their alleged involvement in the 
June 4 shooting in Hacienda 
‘Velez-Malaga, La Castellana town 
of two farmers and the wounding 
of six others. 

The police linked respondents 
‘Warren Fernandez, Felix Sadiaca 
and Enrique Maliksi to the fatal 


shooting of one of the victims, Ely 
Tupas, a farmer beneficiary of Ha- 
cienda Velez-Malaga. 

La Castellana police chief 
Regidor Alvarado said that more 
cases would be filed soon against 
the same respondents, who be- 
long to the Cornerstone Security 
Agency. 

‘The witnesses mentioned the 
names of Maliksi, Fernandez and 
Sadiaca in their sworn affidavits, 
Alvarado said. 

However, their sworn state- 


ments did not mention Ramy Se- 
bungga, another security guard 
who also went into hiding after 
the shooting of the farmers. 

Maliksi, who was reported to 
have fired his gun as indicated by 
the results of a ballistics test, also 
tested positive for gunpowder ni- 
trates, police said. 

‘The shooting, allegedly perpe- 
trated by security guards hired by 
the management of Hacienda 
Velez-Malaga, led to the deaths of 
Tupas and Alejandro Garcisa, 64, 


and caused injuries to six others. 

‘The victims were among the 50 
members of the peasant group 
‘Task Force Mapalad who had en- 
tered the five-hectare area of Ha- 
cienda Velez-Malaga in Barangay 
Robles where Agrarian Reform 
Secretary Nasser Pangandaman 
installed them earlier. 

‘The TFM members said they 
were there to till the land given to 
them by the government when 
the security guards started firing 
at them. 
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Days before the discovery, 
Washington and Canberra had 
warned that JI militants were 
planning to bomb major areas in 
Central Mindanao, including the 
cities of Koronadal, Kidapawan, 
Tacurong and General Santos. 

The military. also said it re- 
ceived reports that JI operative 
Basit Usman had long prepared 
for a series of attacks in the re- 
gion. 

The military said Usman had 
recruited and trained operatives 
tocarry out the plan. 

Usman, blamed for a series of 
explosions in the region last year 
and early this year, is on Washing- 


PNP reinforces security 
for Panlilio amid threat 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—A 
bomb threat on the campaign 
headquarters of Fr Eddie 
Panlilio, the newly elected gover- 
nor of Pampanga, prompted po- 
lice to reinforce security protec- 
tion measures for the priest as he 
presented the members of his 
transition team on Wednesday. 

Two bomb experts and two 
bomb-sniffing dogs combed the 
headquarters for explosives on 
Tuesday but found none. 

Atleast 50 policemen secured the 
headquarters and a nearby restau- 
rant where Panlilio held a press con- 
ference, according to Senior Supt 
Audie Atienza, city police chief 

These are located at J. Lazatin 
Boulevard and Gapan-San Femando- 
Olongapo Road, a busy intersection. 

Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanan, 
Central Luzon police director, said 
the police reacted to the report re- 
ceived by Pampanga Archbishop 
Paciano Aniceto that “two suicide 
bombers” would launch an attack 
on the headquarters in time for the 
10a.m. press conference there. 

Panlilio told reporters that Anice- 
to received the alert by telephone 
and text messages from a Lubao 
resident at past 3 p.m. on Tuesday. 

Based on an earlier directive 
from Director General Oscar 
Calderon, Philippine National Po- 
lice chief, Rafanan said the police 
would continue to give “extra 
protection efforts” to Panlilio un- 
til his oath-taking on June 30 
(not July 2as earlier planned). 

The priest has nine police es- 
corts, six of them from the provin- 
cial mobile group. 

Panlilio said he or the police 
had yet to identify the groups be- 
hind the threats. 

Two members of his media bu- 
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ton’s list of terrorists. He carries a 
bounty of $50,000. 

He was described as a former 
operative of the Moro Islamic Lib- 
eration Front (MILF) although 
the rebel group, which has been 
talking peace with the govern- 
ment, disowned him. 

The United States said Usman 
had become an expert bomb- 
maker with the help of JI opera- 
tives Dulmatin and Omar Patek, 
the main suspects in the October 
2002 Bali explosions that killed 
more than 200 people, mostly 
Australians. Jeoffrey Maitem 
with reports from Charlie C. 
Sefiase, Inquirer Mindanao 


reau, Roperlee Syquia and Rame- 
ses Jingco, on Tuesday night sep- 
arately received similar messages 
that they had been targeted for, 
execution after a week. 

On May 28, Panlilio's friend and 
political supporter, Guagua baran-, 
gay chair Mario ‘“Jomar” Nulud, 
was shot dead in his house. 

Panlilio said he was sad that 
the investigation of Nulud’s mur- 
der had proceeded at a “very slow 
pace.” 

“These [threats] are done by 
people who have no principles and 
‘who are very afraid,” said Panlilio. 

“But I am not afraid. I have al- 
ready committed my whole self 
to the crusade for good gover- 
nance,” he said. 

The members of his transition 
team—Archimedes Reyes and 
lawyers Vivian Dabu and Aiza 
Velez—said they were not afraid 
of the threats. 

Reyes is Panlilio's chief of staff. 
Panlilio chose Dabu and Velez as 
provincial administrator and le- 
gal officer, respectively. 

“Together, we have been taking 
a crash course on effective local 
governance care of the Ateneo (de 
Manila University’s) School of 
Government. lam preparing phys- 
ically, intellectually, emotionally 
and spiritually," Panlilio said. 

A team of experts from Ateneo. 
will serve as Panlilio's consul- 
tants, Aniceto and a team of pas- 
tors will be his spiritual directors. 

Four more members of the tran- 
sition team are being recruited and, 
like the three others, will be chosen 
based on their “integrity, God-cen- 
teredness and dedication to the 
crusade for good governance,” 
Panlilio said. Tonette Orejas, In- 
quirer Central Luzon 
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(Cuneta Astrodome) 121-102, at the start of their own 3 4 ith an 89-81 win over San downside of this win is, our UAAP 
4:35 pm—Barangay Ginebra duel. era OD 5 Bedato nail the 2007 Filo-Flying V_rivals will be running after us.” 
vs San Miguel Wynne Arboleda scored 22 ESM Pre-Season Invitational Cup yester- University of the East outplayed 
7:20 p.m —Air21 vs Talk N Text ino Canaleta had 11 in 3 5] R dayat The Arena in San Juan. National U, 95-77, to clinch third 
: Villanueva and Most Valuable place earlier. 
By Musong R. Castillo a a j Player Tang scored 23 and 22 The scores: 
ing leads and to a vantage position “SRA 3 i points, respectively, to lead the de- First Game 
BARANGAY GINEBRA DREW to eliminate the Phone Pals tomor- fending champion Archers, whoare UE 95—Martinez 14, Borboran 14, Arel- 
first blood in its Talk ‘N Text-Fi- row. a ge d j gearing up for their return to the | lano 14, Lagas 12, Acuña 11, Fampulme 10, 
esta Cup quarterfinal series “The last time I checked, it was a T f UAAP after serving a suspension Erone 6, Les 6, Espitu 3, Lingganay 3, Reyes 
with San Miguel Beer lastnight, best-of-three (series),” Air21 coach £ last year. 2, Bandaying 0, Canizares 0. 
and from the looks ofit, the Gin Bo Perasol said. “There's still no rea- 4 ‘The Archers lost to the Red Lions, "NU 77— Jahnke 18, Sabado 12, Lingao- 
Kings might have decided the son for us to be overjoyed at this res 3 then bannered by Chito Loyzaga Lingao 12, Catamora 12, Garcia 7, Malagueno 
issue this early. point, because if there's any team n \- and now head coach Frankie Lim, 6. Aguilar 4, Baloran 3, Ponferada 3, Asoro 0, 
The Kings pulled offan unforgiv- that can come back, its Talk 'N Nq je the 1978 NCAA championship. Ferondo. 
ing 113-87 victory that gavethema Text.” “A La Salle left the NCAA three years Quarters: 21-21, 42-35, 68-58, 95-77 
1-0 lead in the best-of-three series The winner of this series will ad- later after a tumultuous game DLSU 89—vilanueva 23. Tang 22, Casio 
and supreme confidenceovera San vance against top-seeded defending É $ a È against Leran and found the  14,Mangahas 9, Maierhofer 8, Walsham 7, Co 
Miguel squad that worked so hard champion Red Bull in a best-of sev- chance to avenge that setback only 4. lag 2, Atkins 0, Malaes 0, Cua O. 
to ger here only to be manhandled en semifinal series. 3 SBC 81—Menor 18, Escobal 16, Bowe 13, 
right away. Rod Nealy scored 27 points and La Salle was banned from all Alama! 10, Hemida 10, Marcelo 6, Lanete 4, 
Ginebra established controlearly Johnny Abarrientos and Sunday ` UAAP events last year after the se- Mangay 4, Tirona O, Caram O, Tecson 0, Gal- 
‘and was never threatened as the Salvacion hit four triples each that nior basketball team admitted field- nato 0. 
Kings positioned themselves fora made up the bulk of the Kings 14 ing, although unknowingly, two in- Quarters: 24:23, 43-45, 59-63, 8-81 
sweep of this series which many conversions from beyond the are. 


thought would go the short dis- Salvacion hit three straight == Ardina tows 4 RP bets to match play 
tance. | triples to open up the fourth period « e K TEENER DOTTIE ARDINA SHOT A TWO-UNDER-PAR 70 AND FINISHED 

"I think they just lost some emo- and snuffed the last of a series of 5 second to American Lauren Mielbrechtin the qualitying phase of the 197th 
tion in their win over Coca-Cola,” rallies the Beermen tried to mount  ~— 5 National Amateur Championship in Urbane, tlinois Tuesday. Over in Arizona, 
explained Ginebra’s Jong Uichico, as the Kings scooted toa 98-73 lead MARK Telan (right) displays the kind of grit Air21 showedinthe game Jay Bayron came through with an eagle-aided 68 to stay two strokes behind 
when asked how he made itlook so heading into the final 5:25. as he battles Talk ‘N Text’s Felix Belano for possession. AUGUSTDAACKZ Jesse Barnsley at the start of the 92nd Southwestern Amateur Golf Champi- 
easy. “We had the emotion coming Asked if he felt that he still left 


‘onship at the Desert Mountain Golf Ciub in Scottsdale. Ardina, 13, birdied two 
into this game and I think that was something positive forthe Beermen _AIRZ1_121—Arboleda 22, Canaleta 21, BARANGAY GINEBRA 113—Neay 27. of her first four holes and banged in two more to negate two bogeys from the 
the key. to ponder on, Uichico was straight- Tean 17, Santos 15, Dares 15, Se 13, + Abarietos 17, Savadon 14, Merk 13, Tbid trap as she wound up with a 141 total after the 36-hole slims in the event oth- 

“They need to come outhard on forward. maunatan 7. Tovon6, Marquz3, Andaya2. 1, Echaves 8 Santos 7, Mamari 6, Macapa- erwise known as the Women's Western Open. Mielbrecht matched par 72 at 
Friday (forGame 2) andweneed to “Yes, because I used to handle TALK 'N TEXT 102—Sulinger 22, Car gal5, Hubalde 3, Seigie 2. Hoiper 0. the wind-raked Stone Greek Golf Club and topped the elims with a 140 while 
match their intensity” he added of that team and I know the players,” dona 19, Bano 16. Carey 12. Washington 10, SAN MIGUEL BEER 87—Young 18, Teno- Jean Reynolds of Georgia also shot 70 for 142 for third. Four other mem- 
the series that will send the winner he said. "But I put that (attachment De Ocampo 9. Alado 8, Sones 4, Santos 2. rio 17, Gonzales 9, Calapuio 8 Iefonso 8, bers ofthe ICTS! goif squad made it to the match play event. Meanwhile, Bay- 
‘against Alaska inthe semifinals. tosome players) behind menow.” Aldave 0, Fran 0, Noble 0. Pera 8, Raela 6, lane 4, Cablay 4, Es- ron bucked a shaky start at the backside of the 7.107-yard Outlaw Course, fi 

Meanwhile, Air21 couldnt do The seores: Quarters 2931, 57-53,95°79, 121-102 pinas 3, Wison2,Adfano O, Rodriguez@. ishing birdie-birdie-eagle-birdie to cap a four-under card and a share of third 
anything wrong earlier as the Ex- First Game Second Same Quarters 30:21,59-40,77-66, 11387 Place with three others in the four-day championship. 
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Better get an insurance plan that works for you. PruLink Protection Plus is an investment-linked life insurance product that provides for hospitalization, critical illness and accident protection. 
It affords extended medical care, pays daily hospital income for up to 365 days and covers 36 critical illnesses. When you can choose where your premiums will go, you can focus on getting back on your feet. 


Always listening, always understanding. |} p] 


Pru Life U.K. 25F Tower 1, The Enterprise Centre, 6766 Ayala Avenue cor. Pareo de Roxas and Dela Rosa Streets, Legazpi Village, 1225 Makati City Tel No: 884 8484 up to 86, Hotline: 867 LIFE, www.prulifeuk.com-ph. Pru Life UK w an indirect subsidiary of Prudential 


pic, a United Kingdom registered company. Pru Life UK and Prudential pic are not affliated with Prudential Financial, Iac. (a US reg. ce), Philippine Prudential Lite Insurance Company. tm or Frudentiaife Plans im (buth Phil reg co) 
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INDECENT PROPOSAL? 


One can only wonder how Independence Day is celebrated in this club on Timog Avenue in Quezon City. 
JOAN BONDOC 
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More holdup men work double 


time in June, says NCRPO official 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


POLICE ARE BRACING FOR MORE ROBBE- 
ries as June is statistically one of the peak 
months for holdup incidents in Metro Manila. 

‘The assessment was made in the wake of two 
botched bank robbery attempts in Makati City 
which left four suspects dead the other day. 

“Statistically speaking, the months of 
March, June and November have been ob- 
served to have a high incidence of robbery 
holdup cases in Metro Manila,” said Supt. 
Rommel Miranda, spokespetson of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police Office. 

Miranda told the Ingumer that there is 
more economic activity during these 
months—March is graduation month, school 
enrollment begins in June while November is 
the start of the holiday season. 

Based on 2006 crime statistics, the biggest 
number of robberies occurred in March witha 
total of 291 cases. On the other hand, Decem- 


By DJ Yap 


IN WHAT COULD BE THEIR ONLY CLUE 
to solving Tuesday's botched attempt to rob 
the Philippine National Bank branch in 
‘Makati City, the police have started track- 
ing down the owner of the vehicle left be- 
hind by the suspects. 

‘The Makati police have traced the Isuzu 
Hilander, with plate number WBB 420, to 
‘Wiseman Automation Control Inc., which 
told investigators they sold the vehicle on 
April 2. 

‘Senior Insp. Macvernon Manera, chief of 
the station intelligence and investigation 
division, said the company has asked them 
to submit a formal request before providing 
them with the registration papers and 
transaction documents. 

“They have not told us who they sold the 
car to but they said they would do so once 
we have faxed the letter,” Manera said, 
adding that they were in the process of 
making the request. 

He said the focus of the investigation 


ber had the fewest number of robbery hold-up 
cases with 223 cases. “Even criminals take a 
vacation,” Miranda jested. 

He also observed that the period marked by 
an increase in robbery incidents is usually fol- 
lowed by a drastic decrease in holdup cases. 

“Last year, there was an increase of 6.2 per- 
centin robbery cases from February to March. 
‘This was followed by an 8.2 percent decrease 
in March to April,” Miranda explained, 
adding that the pattern repeated itself over 
the following months. 

But he pointed out that the increase in eco- 
nomic activity was not the primary reason for 
the high incidence of robberies in March, 
June and November. 

“Tv's just one of the factors which explain 
why there are highs and lows in the incidence 
of robbery holdup cases in Metro Manila,” Mi- 
randa said. 

He observed that there was an unusual in- 
crease in robbery incidents last January. 


Cops tracing ownership 
of van used in Makati bank heist | 


was on the last person who had control of 
the car, as they had no other leads in the 
case. 

‘On Tuesday afternoon, a group of bon- 
net-wearing suspects strafed the front of 
the PNB branch in Barangay Poblacion near 
the City Hall, leaving three civilians 
‘wounded. 

Injured were Arlinda Asis, 54, who was 
hit in the buttocks; Maria Luisa Arbolado- 
ra, 42, who sustained a gunshot wound in 
the foot; and a still unidentified man who 
was shot in the arm. 

‘The suspects were reportedly waiting for 
a depositor when they began firing at the 
bank edifice, destroying part of the glass 
door and chipping the concrete wall, inves- 
tigators said. 

‘They fled aboard a white L300 van but 
left behind the Hilander on Tanay Street in 
Barangay Valenzuela, Recovered inside the 
vehicle were bonnets and M14 rifles. 

In the confusion, it was not clear if the 
suspects managed to get hold of the client's 
bag, containing an undetermined amount. 


3) ByMargaux C. Ortiz 

A GROUP OF OUTDOOR ADVER- 
tisers has filed a graft case against 
Metropolitan Manila Develop- 
ment Authority (MMDA) Chair 
Bayani Fernando in the Office of 
the Ombudsman, saying the 
agency's destruction and deface- 
ment of their posters have caused 
them millions of pesos in lost rev- 
enues. 

The complaint was filed by 
City Advertising Ventures Corp. 
(CAVC) general manager Jose 
Duarte who said the MMDAs 
practice of splashing black paint 
on their advertisements had 
caused their clients to terminate 
their lease contracts with the 
company. 

“l am filing this complaint on 
behalf of CAVC for the purpose of 
filing criminal and administrative 
charges against respondent 
Bayani Fernando, for his act of 
authorizing and ordering MMDA 
personnel under his control and 
supervision to dismantle, confis- 
cate, destroy and deface the ban- 
ners and streamers of CAVC ...” 
Duarte said. 

CAVC lawyer Caesar Ortega 
said that last April, the Makati Re- 
gional Trial Court issued a pre- 


liminary injunction prohibiting 
and preventing the MMDA from 
dismantling their banners. 

“The MMDA is now circum- 
venting the court order by splash- 
ing black paint on our banners in- 
stead of dismantling them,” Orte- 
ga added. 

According to him, when the 
police arrested several MMDA 
workers last April for defacing 
their streamers, officials of the 
government agency denied hav- 
ing anything to do with the inci- 
dent. 

Ortega, however, said that Fer- 
nando later admitted on national 
television that he had ordered his 
men to splash black paint on ad- 
vertising posters. “Fernando's or- 
der was made in plain and simple 
bad faith," he added. 

Duarte said Fernando violated 
the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Prac- 
tices Act by ordering his men to 
deface of at least 10 of their ban- 
ners, He added that they have lost 
P8 to P10 million in revenues in 
the last six months. 

“MMDA Chairman Fernando 
says our banners are illegal in- 
stallations. We refute that very 
strongly,” Duarte said, adding 
that all their banners, streamers 
and billboards were installed 


materials. 


said. 


licand dismantle these. 


olations of law. 


said. 
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Cebu - Iloilo 
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Tebu - Kalibo (for Boracay) NEW! 

Čebu - Clark, Davao or Zamboanga 
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Kalibo (for Boracay!), Puerto Princesa or Roxas 
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4 found guilty for kidnap-slay 


By Nancy Carvajal 


FOUR MEN, ONE OF THEM A FORMER 
policeman, were found guilty yesterday for 
the kidnapping and murder of a 31-year old 
Chinese-Filipino businessman in Caloocan 
‘City in 2003. 
= Judge Thelma Trinidad Pe-Aguirre of the 
Caloocan City Regional Trial Court Branch 
129 subsequently sentenced to life imprison- 
iment former Pasay policeman Nariano 
Gariguez Jr, Armando Dionaldo and his 
brother Renato and Rodolfo Larido. 
* A fifth suspect, Virgilio Varona, died while 
the trial was ongoing. 

‘Aguirre found the four men guilty of kid- 
‘napping and killing Edwin Navarro based on 


the testimony given by two witnesses. 

She also dismissed the suspects’ claim that 
they were tortured into owning up to the crime, 

“Positive identification, where categorical 
and consistent without any showing of ill-mo- 
tive on the part of the eye witnesses testifying 
‘on the matter, prevails over alibi and denial 
which, if not substantiated by clear and con- 
vincing evidence, are negative and self-serv- 
ing evidence ...” 

‘According to the witnesses, the suspects 
grabbed Navarro inside a gym on A. Mabini 
Street in Caloocan City on May 16, 2003. 
‘They later asked his family to pay a ransom of 
P15 million, but killed the victim when they 
learned that his family had gone to the police 
forhelp. 
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Group claims huge revenues lost 
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with the clearance of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
ways. He also stressed that the 
company also secured the neces- 
sary barangay or city permits be- 
ing putting up their advertising 


“We would have keptsilent just 
going about our business if the 
black paint splattering spree of 
MMDA was an isolated case of an 
overreaction to Administrative 
Orders 160 and 160-A,” Duarte 


‘Administrative Order 160 di- 
rected the DPWH to conduet field 
inspections, an evaluation and 
assessment of all billboards, de- 
termine those that are hazardous 
and pose imminent danger to life, 
health, safety of the general pub- 


‘Administrative Order 160-A, 
on the other hand, specified the 
legal ground and procedures for 
the prohibition and abatement of 
billboards and signboards consti- 
tuting public nuisance or other vi- 


“Unfortunately, this has gone 
on with alarming frequency and 
our company’s reputation and 
credibility have been compro- 
mised in the process,” Duarte 
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Waterless in Pasay and Manila 


‘SOME areas of Pasay and Manila will have no water for 20 hours, starting at 
41 p.m. on June 15 until 7 p.m. of June 16. The water service interruption is 
due to the replacement of the defective 900-mm inlet valve of the reservoir 
inside the Espiritu Pumping Station in Manila. There will be no water for 20 
hours in Pasay City, specifically on Taft Avenue, from Estrada to Libertad 
and lateral streets; on Libertad, from Taft Avenue to Roxas Boulevard and 
lateral streets; on Roxas Boulevard, from Libertad to Vito Cruz and lateral 
streets; on FB. Harrison, from Vito Cruz to Libertad and lateral streets; area 
bounded by Taft Avenue, Park Avenue, Edsa and FB. Harrison; CCP Com- 
plex; GSIS and Senate Building, World Trade Center and the PNB Building. 

In Manila, there will be no water for 20 hours on Estrada Street, from Dei 
Carmen to Taft Avenue and lateral streets; on Vito Cruz, from Taft Avenue to 
Roxas Boulevard and lateral streets; Harrison Plaza; Central Bank of the 
Philippines; De La Salle University; St. Scholastica; Rizal Coliseum; and 
Century Park Hotel. The maintenance work is part of Maynilad's continuing 
program to improve its service to customers. Affected customers are ad- 
‘vised to store water for the duration of the service interruption. They can al- 
so call the Maynilad Hotline 1626 or 436-2000, or text 2898. 


New high at Fort Boni 

TGI FRIDAY'S opens its seventh restaurant today at Fort Bonifacio’s newest 
destination to be, Bonifacio High Street. A posh and upmarket row of shops and 
restaurants which takes Its cue from England's High Street, this new place takes 
‘shopping or malling to an entirely different level. The big bash for the grand 
pening will include fun games and cool prizes. TGI Fridays is also set to open 
another restaurant in July at the newly opened Trinoma Mall in Quezon City. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Fa D National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Perms: 


Name and address of Name of 
‘CompanylEmployer Foreign National 


KOLIPRI COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
BIF NOL Tower, Commerce Ave. 
Madrigal Business Park. 

Ayala Alabang, Muntinlupa Ciy 


Jarmo Rainer Leinonen 


BOGIL FOODS CORPORATION 
Lot 143 Pioneer SL, 
Mandaluyong Chy 


‘Suk Woo Chung 


BOGIL ISLA, INC. 
Lot 1A-3 Pioneer St, 
Mandaluyong City 


Jong Bae Jang 


ARRA'S FINE DINING, INC. 
7232 Malugay SL. BeAr, 
Makati Ciy 


Jai Hong 


MANULIFE DATA SERVICES, INC. 
BIF ELICC Bldg, 

ABS-CBN Broadcast Center, 

Mo. ignacia St, Quezon Cy 


Xing Fan 


HEXAFOUR PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Rm. 402 National Lile Insurance Bldg- 
6762 Ayala Ave., Makati Ciy 


Yostitaka Kataoka 


CHON SOK ENTERPRISE CORP. ‘Sin Woo Oh 
UGZ Makati Palace Condominium, 
P. Burgos St, Poblacion, 


Makati Ciy 


DUO KO & SHIN CORPORATION 
2F Royal Plaza Twin Tower, 
Remedios St.. Malate, Mana 


Ik Kyu Choi 


KOREA-MANILA TOUR LINK CORP. 
208 Arial Seaview Tower, 
Roxas Bd, Pasay Cty 


Song Hyuk Lee 


HYDER CONSULTING 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

‘IF Toner 2, The Enterprise Center, 
6766 Ayala Ave. cor. Paseo de Roxas, 
Makati Cy 


Peter James Tideswell 


HYDER CONSULTING 
PHILIPPINES, INC, 

IF Tower 2, The Enterprise Conter, 
‘5766 Ayala Ave, cor. Paseo de Roxas, 
Makati Ciy 


\VCMOTO TRADING INC. 
8406 Dr. A. Santos Ave. 

cor. Rainbow Drive, Good 2, 
BF Homes, Paranaque Ciy 


Teruyuki Yoshizumi 


WOO SIU YING TRADING 
CORPORATION 

635 Oriente St, Binondo, 
Mania 


FORMOSTAR GARMENT 
(PHILIPPINES) CO, INC. 
105 Marcos Alvarez Ave, 
Talon, Las Pitas Ciy 


FORMOSTAR GARMENT 
(PHILIPPINES) CO, INC. 
105 Marcos Alvarez Ave. 
Talon, Las Pinas Ciy 


NEXTREAM BROADBAND 
PHILIPPINES INC. 

28 Tower 2, Enterprise Center, 
or. Paseo de Roxas & Ayala Ave., 
Makati Ciy 


NEXTREAM BROADBAND 
PHILIPPINES INC. 

28IF Tower 2, Enterprise Centor, 
tor. Paseo de Ronas & Ayala Ave., 
Makati Cty 


DONG HAN PHILS, INC. 
146 A. Rodriguez Ave. 
Manggahan, Pasig Ciy 


RIT MINERAL & RESOURCE CORP. 
(570 Padre Faura St, Ermita, 
Mania 


RT MINERAL & RESOURCE CORP. 
570 Padre Faura SL, Ermita, 
Mania 


EUROBRANDZINC. 
TIF SGV Bldg. 
6758 Ayala Ave., 
Makati Cy 


Ifyou have any information/objection to the abovementioned application/s 
please communicate with the Regionai Director. 


JES M. TRASMONTE 
Regional Director 


(Pot-June 44,2007) 
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Marjorie files annulment petition 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Marinel R. Cruz 


the Inquirer, Vesa confirmed Bar- 
retto’s move to file for annul- 
ment. She, however, said Barretto 
gave her explicit instructions not 
to talk to the press about the case. 
“Tm trying to convince her to is- 
sue a statement,” said Vesa. 

‘A source who read the petition 
said Barretto filed the civil case af- 
ter learning of Padilla's previous 
marriage to another woman prior 
to their own wedding in 1997. 

Padilla had admitted his “trial 
separation” from Barretto in a re- 
cent television interview, saying 
his wife could no longer take car- 
rying the brunt of his “bad tem- 
pen” He added that Barretto had 
“suffered long enough to justify 


AFTER ALMOST A DECADE OF 
marriage, actress Marjorie Barret- 
to has called it quits with her hus- 
band, comedian Dennis Padilla. 

Barretto, through lawyer Ellen 
Vesa, filed a petition to annul her 
marriage to Padilla, Dennis D. 
Baldivia in real life, in the Que- 
zon City Regional Trial Court on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Court staff, however, refused 
to show copies of the petition 
(Q07-60531), saying the case 
was scheduled to be raffled off to 
a family court today. 

Ina telephone interview with 
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her decision,” stressing that he 
was “doing everything that was 
humanly possible” to win his wife 
back for the sake of their chil- 
dren. 

Barretto and Padilla confirmed 
their “trial separation” in a joint 
statement they issued to an enter- 
tainment columnist on May 25. 
The couple refused to reveal the 
real cause of the break-up, except 
to say that there was “no third 
party involved.” 

Speculations on the cause of 
their separation included a rumor 
linking Barretto to reelected 
Caloocan Mayor Recom Echiver- 
ri. She, however, denied the ru- 
mor, dismissing it as black propa- 


ganda. Barretto recently won a 
council seat in Caloocan City’s 
second district, replacing Padilla, 
a three-term councilor. 

In her most recent TV inter- 
views, Barretto said she had 
asked for “space” from Dennis, 
adding that the comedian now 
lives in another apartment, 

Barretto told entertainment 
writers that she would only rec- 
oncile with her husband if he 
would “change his ways,” with- 
out saying more. She added that 
Padilla was “courting her like 
crazy, and was even overdoing 
it” The couple have four chi 
dren: Daniella, 13; Julia, 1¢ 
Claudia, 7; and Leon, 2. 


Couple ‘fear’ Trillanes, seek protection 


By Alison W. Lopez 


A DUTCH NETWORK ENGINEER, 
said yesterday he did not mind if 
Navy Lt. Antonio Trillanes IV 
‘would be senator—as long as he 
does not get out of jail. 

“Let him be senator, we all 
know he will not do his job. He is 
just an immature boy” said 
‘Adreaan Dejager at the press con- 
ference held at the Volunteers 
‘Against Crime and Corruption 
(VACC) office in Manila. 

Ic was Dejager and his Filipino 
wife Annie Santarin who re- 
vealed that Trillanes allegedly 
seized their Quezon City property 
and used its basement as a hiding 
place for ammunitions and explo- 
sives, a month after the failed 
Oakwood mutiny in July 2003. 

The couple filed complaints of 
grave coercion and violation of 
the antigraft and corruption act 
at the Ombudsman against the 
military officer, and claimed to 
have helped prevent the granting 
of bail against Trillanes last 
month, 

Now, however, they are seek- 


ing protection, claiming they 
were again being followed by 
men in barong Tagalog with two- 
way radios. 

“We're very sure it has some- 
thing to do with Trillanes. Not on- 
ly him but in connection with Es- 
trella Pabalan. They worked to- 
gether,” said Dejager. 

Ejection 

The two accused Trillanes and 
his “private army” of forcibly 
ejecting them from their 429-sq 
m lot on Sampaguita corner San- 
tan Street, Gloria 5 Subdivision, 
Talipapa, Novaliches, on March 
28, 2003. 

They alleged that the soldier 
misrepresented himself as a busi- 
nessman, declared Pabalan as his 
associate, and used his influence 
with the police to eject the couple 
and put them in jail on fabricated 
charges. 

VACC founding chair Dante 
Jimenez and the couple also de- 
nied that the issue was “political- 
ly motivated.” 

Santarin, who was a computer 
software developer in Nether- 


BOHOL-I ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Maca-as, Tubigon, Bohol 
Fax No. (038) 508-8095, Tel. No. (038) 508-0084, 5080085 


INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 2007-02 


The BOHOL | ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (BOHECO-1) thru 
5% reinvestment and general fund intends to procure various electrical 
materiais and equipment to be use in our coverage area. 

Lot A-Line Hardwares 

Lot B— Conductors 

Lot C- Insulators 

Lot D— Fuse Link, Removable Head, Made in U.S.A. 

Lot E— Connector, compression YPC2A8U 

Lot F — Potential Transformer (PT) for metering 

Lot G— Current Transformer (CT) for metering 

Sealed bids for the supply and delivery of the above-mentioned 
materials wil be received by BOHECO-I at its main office in Maca-as, 
Tubigon, Bohol on or before June 25, 2007 at 2:30 P.M. at which time 
and place said proposal would be opened and read in the presence of 
bidders or their representatives. 

‘The interested bidders may obtain information, secure ist of bidding 
documents from BOHECO-I Main Office upon payment of a non- 
refundable fee of Two Thousand Pesos (Php 2,000.00). 

(Sgd.) CARLOS B. ITABLE 
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PUARE PHILIPPINE RICE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Philippine Rice Research Insitute (PhiRice}, trough às Bids and Awards Commitee 
(GAC), invies contraciors regstered wih and ciassíed by the Phiippne Contractors 
‘Accreditation Board (PCAB) to apply lor ekgbilty and i found eigdie, to bid for the 
hereunder 


Name of Contract Conversion of Philfice-Los Baños Warehouse to Seed 
Processing end Storage Facility 
Philice-Los Baños, UPLB Campus, Los Baños, Laguna 
345 Sq, Mtrs. total floor area 


Location 
Briet Description 
Approved Budget 
forthe Conract (ABC) : PhP 5,800,000.00 
(Contract Duron 120 Calender Days 
Prospective bidders shouid possess a vald PCAB License applicable to the contract, have 
completed a simiar coniraci wih vue ol at leas 0% ol fe ABC, and have key personne! 
2nd equpment fsied in the Ekg F orms) avašabie in the erecuton ol the contracı. The 
BAC wil use non crteria nthe Eigilty 25 wel 
25 the Pretminary Examanaton of Bus. The BAC wal conduct post-quatfcaton ofthe 
lowes caleuated bi 
AA patcalarsrelatve to Elgbity Statement and Screening. Bid Securty. Performance 
‘Secu, Pre-Bidáng Covlerence. Evaluation of Bids, Posi-Qualiicaton and Award of 
Contaci shal be govemed by te periment provisions of RA. 9184 ands implementing 
ates and Regutaton (RR). 
The schedule of BAC actives is as fotons: 

BAC Activites 
Recap fom prospecive bodes of Leners otek 
(LON using Appacaton for Egy 
Issuance of Foms 
Recep of Engbaty Requrenets 
Nice of Resuns of Eigity Check 
issuance of Bid Documents 
E- Presid Conerence 
T- Receipt and Opening of Bis TI bly 2007 
‘The BAC wil issue to prospecive bidders Eigbiay Forms at Physical Plant Division 
(PPO), PhilRice-CES upon their submission ol a OL and upon ther payment of a non- 
{elundable amount of Php 200.00 othe Pie Cashier. Prospecivebders shal submit 
the Elgity Requirements io the BAC atthe said address. They may aiso obtain the 
resus ofthe Egy Check by he BAC atthe same address. 
The BAC wil suo Bidding Documents oniy to bidders dectared by the BAC wo be elie 
forthe biccing upon payment o! a nonelundabie amount of PhP § 00.00, respectively, 10 
the Price Cashes. 
PhilRice assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or Inder bidders for 
any expenses incurred inte preparation of ther bids. 
hice reserves the right to accep or reject any Bid, and to annul the bidding process 
‘and reyect al Bids at any isme proc to conract award, wahout thereby meuning any habàty 
tothe allecied Bidder or Bidders. 

Approved by: 


(Sgi) LEO C. JAVIER 
‘BAC Chairman 


Sahota 
T8 June 2007 


T 


16 june 2007 
2i June 2007 
25 june 2007 
28 june 2007 
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ANNIE Santarin and husband Adreaan Dejager: Accusations not 
politically motivated. REM ZAMORA 


sere Ay: 


lands, said she bought the house 
and lot in 1989 for P200,000, but 
was dismayed to find that Trilight 
Company claimed the property 
when she returned 10 years later. 

The people behind the compa- 
ny, she alleged, had managed to 
take over the lot after a fire de- 
stroyed land records at the Que- 
zon City Register of Deeds. 

In July 1998, the company re- 
portedly “pawned” the property 
to Pabalan, who then supposedly 
leased it to Trillanes. 


Are you ashamed. 
of being a Pinoy? 


SEN. JINGGOY ESTRADA QUES- 
tions the appointment of former 
Sto. Tomas, Pangasinan Mayor 
Antonio Villar, who gave actor 
Fernando Poe Jr. zero votes in his 
town, as chief of the Presidential 
Anti-Smuggling Group (PASG). 

Estrada is right in saying the 
PASG's function is redundant as 
the Bureau of Customs is already 
going after smugglers. 

But the PASG is just taking over 
the function of the defunct Eco- 
nomic Intelligence and Investiga- 
tion Bureau of the Department of 
Finance. 

The PASG, like its predecessor 
ENB, will augment the anti- 
smuggling work of the customs 
bureau. 

Te will also act as a check and 
balance in the government's anti- 
smuggling campaign. 

Villar’s qualification to head 
the new antismuggling agency 
cannot be questioned because he 
‘was an agent of the Secret Service 
Division of the customs bureau 
more than 15 years ago. 

If President Macapagal-Arroyo 
appointed Villar out of gratitude 
because he helped bring down 
her opponent in the 2004 elec- 
tions in his hometown, that’s her 
prerogative. Every presidential 
appointment is a political act. 

Ican'tunderstand why Jinggoy 
is hitting the President’s brother, 
Diosdado “Buboy” Macapagal Jr, 
as allegedly the new power bro- 
ker, when he himself was a power 
broker when his father was still 
president. 


When the couple sought to re- 
claim the land on March 28, 
2003, Trillanes allegedly threw 
them’ out and filed trespassing 
charges against them. 


Request 

Jimenez said the VACC would 
write to Department of Justice Sec- 
retary Raul Gonzalez about admit- 
ting the couple to the Witness Pro- 
tection Program. He added thatthe 
couple would be staying in a “safe- 
house” for the meantime. 


Jinggoy allegedly introduced 
them to the new customs chief. 

Farolan resigned later, citing 
illhealth. 

Wonder what the real reason 
was. 

Chief Justice Reynato Puno 
says the country is not truly inde- 
pendent because our elections 
are not free and honest, many Fil- 
ipinos enslave themselves in oth- 
er countries, and we feel shame 
being called Filipino. 

How very true, especially the 
shame one feels in a foreign 
country when he is identified as a 
Filipinot 

If you haven't had the feeling 
of shame, you haven't gone 
abroad yet. When you mention 
your nationality, you raise eye- 
brows among people in the coun- 
nyyou're visiting. 

Your hosts start asking you 
about the Abu Sayyaf, about the 
graft and corruption in the gov- 
ernment, about the rampant kid- 
napping-for-ransom cases, the 
unexplained Marcos wealth, 
among other things. 

And then, you learn from your 
hosts that many pickpockets and 
shoplifters in their country are 
Filipinos, This is especially true in 
‘Tokyo and Hong Kong. 

In Malaysia, many prostitutes 
are Filipinos, 

In Saudi Arabia, shop owners 
become very wary when Filipinos 
enter their shops. Many of them 
have fallen victim to theft com- 
mitted by Filipinos. 

In Saudi prisons, many Fil- 
ipinos are serving time for vari- 
ous offenses. 


Why should Senator Jinggoy 
begrudge Buboy Macapagal for 
doing what he did when ex- 
President Erap was in power? 

A few weeks after Ramon J. 
Farolan was appointed com- 
missioner of customs, Jinggoy 
invited him to lunch. 

The lunch was also allegedly 
attended by notorious smug- 
glers at the time. One by one, 


Dip YOU KNOW 


THE NATIONAL Library on T.M. Kalaw St. in Manilla was inaugurated in 
June 1961, in time for the 100th birth anniversary of national hero Dr. 
‘Jose Rizal. it traces Its roots to the establishment of the Museo-Bibliote- 
‘ca de Filipinas in 1891. The library's collection ot less than 100 books 
about the Philippines was damaged during the Philippine-American 
War. In 1900, a Manila organization established the American Circulat- 
ing Library, which was later turned over to the military government, The 
library was reorganized several times and underwent changes in name 
before it finally became known as the National Library. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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Astone with a Latin dedicatory inscription of Pontius Pilate is 
part of an exhibit of Holy Land artifacts at Emory University's 
Michael C. Carlos Museum in Atlanta on June 8. » 
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US lumps Middle East allies 
on human trafficking blacklist 


WASHINGTON—US MIDDLE 
East allies Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman 
and Qatar, as well as key trading 
partner Malaysia were added on 
Tuesday to a Washington blacklist 
of countries trafficking in people. 

Algeria and Guinea were the 
other additions to the blacklist of 
the US State Department's annual 
“Trafficking in Persons Report,” 
which analyzed efforts in about 
164 countries to combat trafficking 
for forced labor, prostitution, mili- 
tary service and other purposes. 

‘The seven countries, all of 
‘whom were on a special watch list 
last year, join Burma (Myanmar), 
Cuba, fran, North Korea, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Uzbekistan 
and Venezuela in the dreaded “Tier 
3" list as the worst offenders of hu- 
man trafficking. 

Being on the blacklist, they 
could face sanctions, including the 


withholding by the United States 
of non-humanitarian, non-trade 
related foreign aid. 

Countries that receive no such 
foreign assistance would be subject 
to withholding of funding for par- 
ticipation by government officials 
in educational and cultural ex- 
change programs. 

Launching the 236-page report, 
Secretary of State Condoleeza 
Rice cited “disturbing evidence” 
that prosecution of human traffick- 
ing cases had leveled off across the 
globe. 

In countries with major human 
trafficking problems, “only a cou- 
ple of traffickers were brought to 
justice,” she said. “This cannot and 
must not be tolerated.” US govern- 
ment research shows 800,000 peo- 
ple are trafficked across national 
borders, about 80 percent of them 
"women and girls and up to half mi- 


nors, the State Department said. 

‘The majority of transnational 
victims are females trafficked into 
commercial sexual exploitation, it 
said. 

The wealthy Middle East na- 
tions added to the blacklist this 
year were largely accused of mis- 
treating foreign workers, which 
they heavily rely on. 

“t is especially disappointing 
that so many wealthy countries in 
the Near East that aren't lacking re- 
sources to make significant 
progress are on Tier 3, for example 
Saudi Arabia for the third consecu- 
tive year,” said Mark Lagon, Rice's 
senior advisor on the human traf- 
ficking problem. 

He said weak foreign workers’ 
sponsorship laws in these countries 
made the guests “vulnerable” to 
abuse in both private homes and 
work sites, Some victims who re- 


ported abuses were instead “held 
hostage,” sometimes for years, in 
police centers. 

Malaysia was cited for “failure 
to show satisfactory progress” in 
areas such as punishing acts of traf- 
ficking, providing adequate shel- 
ters and social services to victims 
and protecting migrant workers 
from involuntary servitude, the re- 
port said. 

“The Malaysian government 
needs to demonstrate stronger po- 
litical will to tackle ... significant 
forced labor and sex trafficking 
problems,” it said. 

India, which has the world’s 
‘worst human trafficking problem 
and been on a watch list for the 
fourth consecutive year with Rus- 
sia and Mexico, received a specific 
‘warning that it could be relegated 
further to the black list fit failed to 
contain the problem. AFP 


_ Judges clear way for genocide trials in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH—A PANEL OF 
Cambodian and international 


Í judges on Wednesday approved 


rules clearing the way for the UN- 
backed Khmer Rouge tribunal to 
put suspects on trial for geno- 
cide. 

‘The decision, which ends months 
of infighting, is the first concrete 
step toward prosecuting one of the 
‘worst genocides of the 20th century 
since court officials were sworn in 
last July. 

“These rules will ensure us... fair 
and transparent trials,” co-prosecu- 
tor Robert Petit told reporters, 


adding they had been adopted 
unanimously. 

“Now that the rules are adopted, 
we can move forward.” The rules 
are essential because they govern 
every aspect of the tribunal's opera- 
tions, but previous agreement had 
been held up because of wrangling 
over legal fees and other proce- 
dures. 

Jurists at the tribunal praised the 
agreement and vowed to get quick- 
ly towork. 

“We are aware that the world’s 
eyes are on these cases,” Camibodi- 
an co-prosecutor Chea Leang said. 


Concerns about the rights of sus- 
pects—particularly whether steep 
legal fees would limit their access to 
lawyers—were among the issues 
that had held up adoption of the 
rules. 

But Richard Rogers, with the of- 
fice of the defense, said the rules 
‘would ensure a fair trial for the sus- 
pects in the genocide that left up to 
two million dead. 

“The rules include all the funda- 
mental rights that those accused 
need for a fair trial. That's a very 
‘good start for the defense,” he said. 

‘The first trials of leaders of the 


1970s regime had initially been ex- 
pected this year 

However, the delays mean trials 
are unlikely to start before early 
2008, officials say 

Cambodian and foreign prosecu- 
tors who have been building cases 
since last year would probably send 
those files to investigating judges 
within weeks, Petit said. 

The rules dispute had dragged 
on since November, with intema- 
tional and Cambodian jurists failing 
three times to come to an agree- 
ment before meeting for a final ses- 
sion last week. 


‘The tribunal's opening last year 
had already been delayed by years 
of protracted negotiations between 
the United Nations and Cambodia. 

“The repeated deadlocks among 
the Cambodian and international 
judges raised concerns that the 
long-stalled tribunal would ulti- 
mately fail. 

Quick trials are the last chance 
for Cambodians to find justice for 
crimes committed by the Khmer 
Rouge more than 30 years ago, with 
rights groups and legal advocates 
concemed that ageing former 
regime leaders will die before being 


LOS _ANGELES—BRITAIN'S 
Prince Harry says in a US in 
view with his brother that no 
one will ever know the truth 
about the death of his mother, 
Princess Diana, ina car crash in 
a Paris tunnel almost a decade 
ago. 

In an interview with NBC's 
‘Matt Lauer to air on Monday on 
the “Today” show and "Dateline 
NBG,” Hany said: “Whatever 
happened in that tunnel ... you 
Know no one will ever know. And 
Tim sure people will always think 
about that the whole time ... Ill 
never stop wondering about 
that.” Harry, 22, and his brother 
William, 24, ny to describe the 
impact of their mother’s death 
on their lives. 

Princess Diana died on Aug. 
31, 1997 after a high-speed car 
crash in a Paris tunnel along with 
her boyfriend, Dodi al-Fayed, 
and their driver 

Both princes said in the inter- 
view conducted last month that 
in the decade since their moth- 


Prince Harry sees Diana’s | 
death staying a mystery 


er's death, time had passed very 
slowly, with William, 24, adding 
that not a day goes by that he 
doesn think about her and her 
death. 

Lauer said Diana wanted her 
sons to live lives as normal as 
possible and asked the princes if 
they thought they had. 

Harry answered, I think she'd 
be happy in the way that we're 
going about it but slightly un- 
happy about the way the other 
people were going about it, as in 
saying, ‘Look you're not normal 
so stop uying to be normal, 
which is very much what we get 
alot” 

He added: “Within our private 
life and within certain other 
parts of our life we want to be as 
normal as possible. And yes it's 
hard—cause to a certain respect 
‘we never will be normal” Asked 
what they would do if they 
werentt princes, William joked 
that when he was younger, he 
‘wanted to be a police officer “but 
notnow.” Reuters 


Bush changes few minds 
on immigration overhaul 


‘WASHINGTON—PRESIDENT GEORGE 
W. Bush changed few minds on a 
bipartisan immigration overhaul 
on Tuesday at a rare luncheon 
meeting with Senate Republicans 
aimed at reviving the stalled leg- 
islation, lawmakers said. 

Bush acknowledged the bill that 
would legalize millions of unlawful 
immigrants ignited passions but 
said it was the best way to protect 
US borders, a major concem for 
conservatives in his party who op- 
pose it. 

“Some members in there believe 
that we need to move a comprehen- 
sive bil, some dont, I understand 
that,” Bush told reporters following. 
the meeting. 

“This is a highly emotional issue, 
but those of us standing here be- 
lieve now is the time to move a 
‘comprehensive bill” Bush added. 

Senators said Bush did not twist 
arms, but also failed to win new 
support during the luncheon that 
covered other topics as well. Bush 
spent most of his time talking about 
the delicately balanced immigration 
compromise brokered by the White 
House and a bipartisan group of 
senators and fielded questions. 

“I don't think he changed any 
minds, but I think he helped those 
‘who may be on the fence, who may 
be still trying to make a decision 
and I think that was very helpful,” 
said Sen. Mel Martinez, a Florida 


Republican who helped negotiate 
the fragile compromise that fell 
apart last week in the Senate. 

“He didn't back down on his fun- 
damental belief that we need to im- 
prove the immigration process,” 
said Sen. Jeff Sessions, an Alabama 
Republican who opposes the bill. “I 
didn't get any impression of any dy- 
namic change.” The bill advocates 
hope to bring it back for a vote in 
the Senate and are working to 
break the impasse by coming up 
with a list of amendments that 
‘would be considered. 

Senate Majority Leader Hany 
Reid, a Nevada Democrat, said he 
‘would bring it up again if Bush 
builds more Republican support. 
The legislation was pulled last week 
after it failed to win the 60 votes 
needed in the 100-member cham- 
ber to advance to final passage. 

“Ihave stated Tam willing to take 
another look at immigration,” Reid 
said. “I support comprehensive im- 
migration reform. The question is, 
do the Republicans support their 
president's immigration bill?” 

The bil, a hot issue even this far 
in advance of the November 2008 
elections, was broadly criticized, 
Conservatives argued it would give 
amnesty to people who broke US 
Jaws, and unions said the tempo- 
rary worker program would create 
an underclass of cheap laborers. 
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brought to justice. 

So far only one possible defen- 
dant is in custody—former Khmer 
Rouge prison chief Kaing Khek lev, 
also known as Duch—while several 
live freely in Cambodia. 

The only other person to have 
been arrested for crimes committed 
during the regime, military com- 
mander Ta Mok, died in prison last 
July. Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot 
died in 1998. 

Up to two million people died of 
starvation and overwork, or were 
executed during the communist 
regime's 1975-1979 rule. AFP 


LOVA 


1 xclusively available at: LUCERNE: Glorietta 4, Ayala Center * Shangri-La Plaza Mall + Avala Cemer, Cebu City * CHRONOS: Pinserplant Mall, Rockwell Center 


ping Center * Glorietta 3, Ayala Center * Gateway, Araneta Center 


n Center * Trinoma * SWISS GEAR: The Block, SM City North Edsa ¢ SÑ Makan Dept. Store 


i: As 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2007 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Top Jemaah Islamiyah leader nabbed 


JAKARTA—INDONESIAN POLICE HAVE ARRESTED THE AL- 
leged leader of Jemaah Islamiyah, the Southeast Asian terror 
group blamed for the 2002 Bali nightclub bombings and a series of 
other attacks in recent years, a spokesperson said on Wednesday. 


‘Abu Dujana, the country’s most wanted Is- 
Jamic militant, was detained along with seven 
other suspected terrorists in raids on the coun- 
trys main island of Java over the weekend, 
said police spokesperson Sisno Adiwinoto, 

The capture of Dujana, an Afghan-tained 
militant who police say once had links with 
al-Qaida, isa major victory in the fight against 
terrorism in Indonesia, a secular nation with 

ae the world’s largest Muslim population. 


Thaksin may end exile 
to fight freeze of assets 


BANGKOK—OUSTED THAI PRIME 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra may end 
nine months of exile to fight the gov- 
ernment’ freezing of more than 52 
billion baht ($1.6 billion) of his assets, 


his lawyer said 


‘Thaksin believes he is being treated 
unfairly by a special antigraft panel that 
ordered his financial assets frozen on 
Monday pending court rulings on 
whether they were illegally obtained, 
Noppadol Pattama said on Tuesday. 


Ex-Thai premier 
buys HK house 
for record price 


HONG KONG—THAKSIN SHINAWA- 
tra, the former Thai prime minister 
ousted in last year's coup, has bought 
a $27 million luxury house in Hong 
Kong, The Standard newspaper re- 


ported on Wednesday. 


‘The sale of the luxury townhouse 
‘on Hong Kong's prestigious Victoria 
Peak raised eyebrows earlier this year 
because the 210 million Hong Kong 
dollar price tag made it Asia’s most ex- 
pensive property per square foot. 

‘The high price surprised many be- 
cause the 475 square meter property 
is attached to other houses in the 
same development, making it less de- 
sirable than a detached property. 

‘The house boasts panoramic views 
cover Hong Kong's famous harbor, its 
own swimming pool and a state-of- 


the-art security system. 


The identity of the buyer was not 
‘revealed at the time of the sale, with 
Jocal media describing the new owner 


comly as a businessman. 


But The Standard said a source 
close to the deal had identified the 
mystery purchaser as the former Thai 
premier and self-made billionaire. 
‘Thaksin has been in exile since the 
September 2006 coup, and has divid- 
‘ed his time between London, where 
he has a home, and Asia. He was re- 
cently spotted shopping with his wife 


in Hong Kong 


‘Thai authorities recently froze $1.5 
billion of his assets, although the or- 
der only affected banks in Thailand, 
and Thaksin's overseas assets are 


largely unknown. 


‘Thaksin’s lawyer said recently that 
the deposed premier was thinking 
about returning to Thailand for the 
first time since the September 2006 
coup to Fight corruption charges 


against him. 


‘Thaksin was abroad when he was 
ousted by a bloodless coup last 
September and has not returned to 
Thailand, heeding warnings from the 
military and the government it in- 
stalled that he is not welcome until af- 
ter a general election planned for this 
December. They say they fear he may 
cause political instability. 

Since the coup, Thaksin has been 
splitting his time between a home in 
London and traveling around Asia. 

Responding to Noppadol’s state- 
ment, interim Prime Minister Surayud 
Chulanont said Thaksin did not need 
permission to return to testify in court 
or challenge the ruling freezing his as- 
sets. He has, however, previously 
urged Thaksin to stay away. 

‘Thaksin meanwhile remains inter- 
ested in buying England's Premier 
League soccer team Manchester City 
and hopes the freezing of his assets in 
‘Thailand will not affect the deal, Nop- 
padol said, adding that negotiations 
are underway and the status of the 
deal should be known “in a matter of 
days.” 

The team’s board issued a state- 
‘ment on Monday saying that it was in 
discussions with Thaksin's representa- 
tives over the implications of the ac- 
tion against him. 

“If we have to make a payment, we 
will have to find a way. There are so 
many financial possibilities if it comes 
to that,” Noppadol said, without elab- 
orating. 

‘Thailand's Assets Examination 
Committee—a special panel set up by 
the military soon after the coup specif- 
ically to probe allegations of corrup- 
tion in Thaksin's administration—or- 
dered the freezing of 52.88 billion 
baht ($1.63 billion) in assets held in 
Thai bank accounts until a court rules 
whether the money was illicitly ob- 
tained. 

It said it had “found evidence that 
‘Thaksin during his time as prime min- 
ister committed corruption and illegal 
acts.” 

‘The money includes proceeds from 
the Shinawatra family’s 73.3 billion 
baht ($1.9 billion at the prevailing ex- 
change rates) sale last year of Shin 
Corp, the flagship company for the 
family’s telecommunications hold- 
ings, to Temasek Holdings Pre. Ltd., a 
Singapore state investment company. 

But the committee said more than 
20 billion baht ($614 million) from 
that sale had disappeared from 
‘Thaksin family bank accounts in Thai- 
land before the freeze wes imposed on 


ARP AP 


“With this arrest we have 
stopped acts of terrorism in the future,” Adi- 
winoto told a media conference. “He was a 
key figure in the terrorist network in Indone- 
sia” 

Antiterror officers tracked Dujana as a re- 
sult of information gleaned from suspects ar- 
rested in raids in March on Java where a mas- 
sive haul of ammunition and bombs were al- 


Adiwinoto described Dujana as the leader 
of Jemaah Islamiyah’s military wing. Senior 
antiterror officers have in the past described 
him as the head of the shadowy network, 
which police say received funds and direction 
from al-Qaida in the early 2000s. 

He said Dujana’s identity was confirmed 
using dental and DNA samples. 

Dujana, 37, and the other suspects were 
being held at an undisclosed location, he 
said. 

Under the country’s antiterror law, police 
can hold a suspect for several weeks without 
charging them. 

Jemaah Islamiyah members have been 
blamed for four attacks on Westem targets in 
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‘SMOKE rises in Gaza during clashes between forces of Palestinian President Mahmoud 
‘Abbas and supporters of Ismail Haniyeh, the Islamist prime minister on June 13. reuters 


Serbia won’t trade Kosovo for EU 


BELGRADE—SERBIA WILL NEVER SUR- 
render Kosovo to the breakaway province's 
ethnic Albanian majority or trade its terri- 
tory for European Union or Nato member- 
ship, Serb leaders said on Tuesday. 

Serbia “will give up neither Kosovo nor its 
European future,” President Boris Tadic said 
in a statement which rejected “any compen- 
‘sation for lost territory” “It would be damag- 
ing if any country recognized the indepen- 
dence of Kosovo without a proper decision by 


HITLER'S RESORT 


‘Awoman poses for her husband at Adolf Hitler's Eagle Nest, built on the Kehistein mountain overlooking 
Berchtesgaden, Germany. For over a half century, Berchtesgad 
where Hitler frolicked and collected his thoughts to rule the world and exterminate arace. ” 


jen has borne its Nazi reputation as the pleasure dome 


the Security Council,” he said. 

“The statement was softer in tone but much 
the same in substance as a vow by Prime Min- 
ister Vojislav Kostunica. 

On Monday, he said US President George 
W Bush had “disgusted” Serbs by promising 
independence to Kosovo and would not be 
forgiven. 

Kostunica said on Tuesday taking land 
from a sovereign state “in renum for the offer 
ofa bright furure” was unacceptable. 


Indonesia in recent years, including the Bali 
nightclub attacks that killed 202 people, 
mostly foreign tourists and a 2003 suicide 
blast at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. 

‘The group has also been blamed for at- 
tacks in the Philippines, while Malaysia and 
Singapore have arrested several dozen al- 
Jeged members in recent years. 

‘Adiwinoto said Dujana played a major role 
in“almostall” the bombings in Indonesia. 

“Tt is a very significant arrest. It is a major 
triumph for police,” said leading Jemaah Is- 
Jamiyah analyst Sidney Jones. “If he will talk, 
he will be able to give police absolutely rock 
solid data about everything there is to know 
about JL.” AP 


Gaza Strip 
on brink 
of civil war 


GAZA CITY—HAMAS FIGHTERS BE- 
sieged a top Fatah post in Gaza City on 
Wednesday after driving their secular ri- 
vals from the north of the territory in bat- 
tles that left the government teetering and 
Gaza on the verge of civil war. 

A battle for the headquarters of the pro-Fa- 
tah intelligence services in western Gaza City 
raged from early moming after Hamas at- 
tacked it with mortars, rocket launchers and 
heavy machine gunfire, wimesses said. 

Fatah fighters were putting up stiff resis- 
tance, they added. 

Hamas completed its takeover of the north 
of the Gaza Strip late Tuesday, after a vicious 
battle around a Fatah base in the town of Ja- 
baliya that fell to the Islamists late in the 
night, along with several other smaller posi- 
tions. 

‘The movement's armed wing claimed in a 
statement that it was controlling “most of the 
positions” of the pro-Fatah security services in 
Gaza City and was laying siege to others. No 
immediate comment was available from Fa- 
tah. 

More than 50 people, including civilians, 
have been killed in three days of vicious gun- 
battles between the biter rivals, separated by 
ideology and locked in a steadily escalating 
struggle for power. 

‘The US-based Human Rights Watch ac- 
cused both sides of committing war crimes 
and serious violations of international hu- 
manitarian law during their batdes, which 
have tumed hospitals into battlegrounds 
amid ever-rising levels of animosity between 
the two camps. 

‘The spiralling violence has threatened to 
topple the Palestinian unity cabinet, drive im- 
poverished Gaza toward full anarchy and tor- 
pedo international efforts to revive dormant 
peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians. 

Late Tuesday, Fatah threatened to pull out 
of the unity cabinet it formed with Hamas 
three months ago unless the clashes ceased. 

AFP 


The row deepened as Kosovo marked the 
eighth anniversary of the deployment of 
60,000 Nato troops. Nato bombed Serbia for 
11 weeks in 1999 to compel it to withdraw 
forces who had killed some 10,000 Albanian 
civilians in a counter-insurgency conflict. 

Speaking in Paris, US Undersecretary of 
State Nicholas Burns said Western allies looked 
certain to press ahead with a plan drawn up by 
UN envoy Martti Ahtisaari to provide a plat- 
form for Kosovo independence. 


Tony Blair attacks ‘feral’ 
media he once tamed 


LONDON—BRITAIN'S MEDIA IS LIKE A 
“feral beast” that tears people and reputa- 
tions to shreds, Prime Minister Tony Blair 
said on Tuesday in his parting shot at jour- 
nalists after a decade in power. 

Once known for his slick and sometimes 
obsessive media management, Blair ac- 
cused the media of sensationalizing facts, 
breeding cynicism and attacking public fig- 
ures, 

Blair, who steps down on June 27, said 
he was not blaming the media for the 
“damaged” relationship with politicians 
but pointing the finger at the changing na- 
ture of modern news. 

“The fear of missing out means that to- 
day's media, more than ever before, hunts 
in a pack. In these modes it is like a feral 
beast, just tearing people and reputations 
to bits,” he said in a speech at Reuters 
headquarters in London. 

Journalists are “increasingly and to a 
dangerous degree ... driven by ‘impact, 


and this is driving down standards and do- 
ing a disservice to the public, he said. 

“The damage saps the country’s confi- 
dence and self-belief... it reduces our ca- 
pacity to take the right decisions,” argued 
Blair. 

Britons became increasingly cynical 
about Blairs reliance on public relations 
“spin” to nurture favorable headlines and 
his relationship with the media and voters 
deteriorated during the divisive Iraq war 
and its aftermath. 

Opposition politicians blamed Blair's 
media handling for the sour relationship 
between politicians and the press. 

“A fairer analysis would point to his own 
culture of spin,” said Don Foster, a Liberal 
Democrat lawmaker. 

Blair joked to reporters he was “poking 
them in the eye” but could do so because 
he was standing down, He advised his suc- 
cessor, Finance Minister Gordon Brown, 
notto do the same. Reuters 
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Harbour eyes sweep 


Batang Pier ready the broom vs Moneymen 


GAME TODAY (Olivarez Sports Center) 
2:30 p.m.—Achlevement Award 
p.m—Cebuana Lhuiller vs Harbour Centre 


HARBOUR CENTRE TRIES TO BECOME THE 
third PBL team with three successive cham- 
pionships when the Batang Pier shoot for a 
three-game sweep of the Cebuana Lhuillier- 
Pera Padala Moneymen today at the Oli- 
varez College Sports Center. 

A win in the 3 p.m. contest gives the Batang 
Pier a second straight Unity Cup title and their 
third crown counting the Silver Cup they 


cinched last February. 


‘And unless the Moneymen come up with an 
outstanding game, the Batang Pier seem headed 
to matching a record first achieved by Stag 
Pilsen and later equaled by Welcoat Paints, 
which is now campaigning in the Philippine 


Basketball Association. 


But Harbour coach Jorge Gallent is not 
counting the Moneymen out, saying their rivals, 
who finished strong to rule the eliminations, are 
capable of extending the best-of-five title series. 

“We have the advantage right now but we're 
up against a team with a winning tradition,” 


said Gallent, 


‘That tradition, however, was nowhere in 
sight in the series, especially in Game 2 where 
Cebuana was outplayed and took a 90-75 rout 
after a closely fought first game, 84-78 

Harbour manager Erick Arejola said he's con- 
fident the Batang Pier wont let the chance to 


GAMES TODAY 
(The Arena) 

4 p.m —FEU vs Letran 
(men's exibition) 
3p.m—Adamson 

vs La Salle 


LA SALLE AND ADAM- 
son will play off for the 
fifth and Jast semifinal 
slot in Shakeys V- 
League women's vol- 
leyball tournament to- 
day at The Arena in 
San Juan. 

The Lady Archers 
and the Lady Falcons 
ended the elimination 
phase with 3-4 cards, 
like the Ateneo Lady 
Eagles who advanced 
outright because of a 
Superior quotient. 

la Salle beat 
Adamson, 23-25, 18- 
25, 25-17, 25-19, 
When they first met on 
May 24. 

League top scorer 
Suzanne Roces will 
again lead Adamson, 
which was in the mid- 
dle of a slide when it 
bowed to La Salle but 
quickly recovered with 
two straight wins. 

‘The winner joins 
San Sebastian Col- 
lege, Lyceum, Univer- 
sity of Sto. Tomas and 
‘Ateneo in the carry- 
over semis which be- 
gins June 17. 

In the 1 p.m. open- 
es, defending UAAP 
mens volleyball 
champion Far Easter 
University meets 
NCAA 2006 runner- 
up Letran College in 


jola. 


ing victory. 


squad powered 
and Arwind Sant 


Cup best-of five 


games. 
‘And Cebuana 


towel. 


Only one team in 
league history was able 
to prevent a sweep from 
(0-2 and eventually snatch- 


end the series early slip away EN 
“We worked so hard to reach this stage, we aa 
will try very hard to make it a sweep,” said Are- x 
es 


ay 


This was the Magnolia Ice Cream 


by Kelly Williams 
tos which frustrated 


Rain or Shine in the 2006 Heroes 


finals after dropping the frst two 


coach Luigi Tril- 


1o is not about to throw in the 


“Theyre strong so we 


have to go ba 


stop Chico Lane 
son Castro, who 


the MVP trophy: 


ick to the 


drawing boards again, 
said Trillo. “We really 
have to start strong.” 

His priority is how to 


te and Ja- 
did most of 


the damage in Game 2. 

“The league will earlier honor its 
top individual performers highlight- 
ed by the awarding of the MVP at 2:30 pm. 
Castro and Cebuana’s Ken Bono are disputing try tofi 
‘Marc Anthony Reyes Moneymen today. 


JASON Castro (right) and the Batang Pier 


inish off Ariel Capus and the 
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Chan, Posadas bag youth titles 


RP JUNIOR BOWLING SQUAD ROOK- 
ies Jeff Chan and Lara Posadas clinched 
the boys’ and girls’ youth masters 
‘crowns in the 36th PBC-Boysen Inter- 
national Tenpin Bowling Champi- 
onships at the SM Mall of Asia Bowling 
Janes yesterday. 

TBAM-Prima's Chan overcame a 
shaky start, finding his range from 
the fifth game onwards to score a ten- 
game series of 2,228 in clinching the 
championship and the P20,000 to go 
with it. 


posrremmerer oe 


Face the fury of the unforgiving summer sun with the Ford Ranger. Various financing schemes starting from a monthly payment of P9,082" 


Chan, who scored the tourna- 
ment’s first perfect game, with- 
stood the late challenge of TBAM- 
Prima teammate JC Tupaz, who 
earlier scored a 299 in the ninth 
and was just 20 pins behind the 
leader entering the 10th and final 
game. 

But Tupaz closed out with 198 
against Chan's 225 and settled for 
second with a 2,182 tally and took 
home P10,000. 

Leading into the final two games, 


Markwin Tee, the 2005 Southeast 
Asian Games masters champion, fell 
to third place and received P6,000. 

*[ felt had a good chance going in- 
to second to the last frame,” Chan 
said. “If I could double out (score two 
strikes) then the title was in the bag. 
This is very special.” 

On the other hand, Posadas, a Col- 
lege of St. Benilde hotel restaurant 
management freshman, was steady 
on the way to a 2,077 aggregate in 
pocketing the top pot of P15,000. 


bedliner, spare tire lock and scuff plates when you go for the 3.0L 4x4 AT/MT. 


E Victory will 
put Tiger in 
elite list at 


Oakmo: 


pr_sports@inquirer.com.ph 
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Chinese coaches 
now set for RP 


Olympic 


By June Navarro 


SHELVED FOR THREE MONTHS, 
the Olympic Training Program is 
expected to finally get going soon 
after officials finally got in touch 
with the Chinese coaches who 
will train some of the athletes be- 
ing groomed for next year’s Bei- 
jing Olympics. 

Philippine Sports Commission 
chair William “Butch” Ramirez 
yesterday announced that the 
Chinese Sports Ministry had al- 
ready approved the release of 
coaches for diving, weightlifting, 
gymnastics and wushu. 

A total of 18 athletes from 
these disciplines will comprise 
the first batch, which will fly to 
China on June 23 or more than 
five months since the foreign ex- 
posure of gold-potential athletes 
was drawn up. 

Divers Shiela Mae Perez and 
Zardo Domenios, who made their 
Olympic debuts in the 2000 Syd- 
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ney Games, will lead the first 
wave of athletes together with 
Asian Games silver medalist Ed- 
uard Folayang of wushu and 
promising gymnast Roel 
Ramirez. 

Bemedaled Chinese coaches 
Chen Yanping, Wang Meng, Sun 
Xiaoyang, Zhong Chengeen, 
Huang Hoimei, Chen Baijan and 
Zhang Helying were tapped to 
train the Filipino athletes from 
wushu, weightlifting, gymnastics 
and diving. 

“Despite the delays owing to 
the selection and approval of 
these coaches, we are still happy 
that finally, we will be able to 
send our athletes to China,” said 
Ramirez. 

The other divers are Nino 
Carog, Dhayna Lemay, Nicole 
Lemay, Jaime Asok, Rexel Ryan 
Fabriga and Kevin Kong. Their lo- 
cla coaches are Rommel Kong, 
Lawrence Ifurong, Rodolfo Pa- 
hoyo and Brian Pallatao. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Manila 


CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES. AND 
PERIODS ON PROHIBITED ACTS IN 
‘CONNECTION WITH THE JUNE 18,2007 
PLEBISCITE TO RATIFY THE 
‘CONVERSION OF THE MUNICIPALITY 
OF MATI, DAVAO ORIENTAL INTO A 
COMPONENT CITY TO BE KNOWN AS 
THE CITY OF MATI, PURSUANT TO 
REPUBLIC ACT O40, WHICH LAPSED 
INTO LAW ON MARCH 24, 2007 

nye sox Promsgate 13 ne 2007 


RESOLUTION NO. 8175 
Pursuant to the powers vested init by the Constitution, the Omnibus Election Code. Repub 
pat Nos. 7160, 7165 8408, andthe econ laws, the Commission on Elections RESOLVED 
{adopt ot hereby RESOLVES to adopt the folowing Calendar of Aces and Periods on 
Prohied Acts tor he June 18. 2007 plebiscite to ray the conversion af ihe Municipalty ol 
Mat in the Province of Davao Oriental, into a component ciy to be known asthe Chy ot Mat, 
pursuant to RA 9408, which lapsed into law on March 14, 2007, to w: 


DATEIPERIOD PLEBISCITE PROHIBITED ACTS 
ACTIVITES COVEREDINVOLVED 


PLEBISCTE 
PERIOD 


ABALOS, Benjamin S. 
BORRA, Resumeccion Z. 
TUASON. Fiorentino A, Jr. 
BRAWNER, Romeo A. 
‘SARMIENTO, Rene V. 
FERRER, Nicodemo T. 


May 30, 2007 WED) 


Bearing, canying or 
vo June 22,2007 FRI) 


ing reams or other 
deadly weapons in public 
paces. inctuding any buiding, 
Sreet. park. private vehicle or- 
pubic conveyance, even if 
Scensed to possess or carry 
the same, uressauborzedin 
ving by the Commission. 
(Sec. 261 (p) (0) (9) OEC as. 
amended by Sec. 32 RA No. 
768, 
Suspension of elective local 
‘ofc. (Se. 261 h OEC): 

1. Transfer of officers: and 
employees in the Civil 
Serve. (Sec. 261) OEC): 
(Organization or maintenance 
‘of reaction forces, sirike 
forces or other simi forces 
(Sec. 251 hi) OEC). 


 Appokiment or hiring of new 
‘employers. Sec 261 (OEC 
Creation of fling up of new 
postions. (Se. 261 (9) OEC: 
Promotions or giving ol salary 
increases, remuneration or 
priviege (Sec. 251 (g) OEC}: 
CConsnacton of pubic works, 
delvery of materials lor pubic 
works and issuance of 
weasury warrants or similar 
devices for a future 
undertaking chargeable 
against pubiic funds. (See. 
261 m OFC 

Releases, disbursements or 
expenditures of pubic works 
and social services and 
‘evelopment. (Sec. 251 () 
EC}, 
 Appoliment or use of special 
policemen, speciall 
onion gers or ihe ike. 
(Sec. 261 (n) OEC} 

Use ol armored ard, water or 
‘cra. (Sec. 251 (} EC): 
‘Wearing of uniforms and 
bearing of ams. (Sec. 261 (s) 
EC). 


May 30,2007 (WED) to 
June 18, 2007 (MON) 


May 30, 2007 (WED) 
to June 16, 2007 (SAT) 


June 8,2007 (FRN) 


CAMPAIGN 
PERIOD 


‘Submission to Comelec 
(Of complete ist of all 
Special policemen, 
specialicontidential 
agents or persons 
performing similar 
Functions inthe empley of 
barangay chairman, 
municipal mayor or any 
spponing authorty. 
Last day or appoinment 
ol members of Piebiscie 
‘Commatees 


Posing ofthe Cred List 
of Votersas ofthe May 14, 
2007 elections 


inspection of Poling 
Pies 


June 1, 2007 (MON) to 
‘June 7, 2007 (SUN) 


June 17,2007 (SUN) Liquor Ban (staring 12 
Might) ~ Sling fishing, 
offering, buying, serving, or- 
taing iriomeabng quor. eic. 
(Sec 261 (ac). (1), OECH 


Campaigning (Sec. 3, OEC) 


June 18,2007 MON)  PLEBISCITE DAY nd oter forms 
of gambing, holding fais. 
bosing andior any other 
slat sports (Sec. 261 (a) 
z 
Giving, accepiing tree 
iransportanon. fod, drinks 
and tings of velve (Sec. 89, 
oec). 

Selig, using, olen. 
buying, serving, or taking 
imag iguor. et. (Sec. 
261 (aa), (OEC) 

Opening of booths or sialis 
fore ste oi merchandise, 
rekesteent eic. minin 30 
meters rads rom poling 
place (Sec. 251 (a), (2) 
OEC). 

Campaigning (Sec. 3, OEC) 


June 22.2007 (FRO) LASTDAYOF $ 


PLEBISCITE PERIOD 

Letthis Resolution be pubiished bythe Education and information Department (EID) 
in a newspaper of general circulation, and in a newspaper with local cculation in the 
Municipalty of Mai Davao Oriental, The Deputy Executive Director fr Operations shal 
furnish the Regional Election Director of Region XI, the Provincia Election Supervisor of 
Davao Oriental, the Election Officer of Mali, Davao Oriental, the Secretary of the 
Deparment of the Interior and Local Government, the Secretary al the Department of 
Education, the Governor of Davao Oriental, tne Municipal Mayor and Municipal Treasurer 
‘of Mai, Davao Oriental, and the DepEd Supervisor of the Municipality of Mati, Davao 
Crionta, with a copy ofthis Resolution. 

‘The Election Officer of Mati, Davao Oriental shali give tis Resolution the widest 
‘pubication in his municipaliy. 

This Resolution shall take elect upon its promulgation. 

SO ORDERED. 


ALC shed Say 


RESURRECCIONZ. BORRA FLORENTINO À TUASON, JR. 
Commissioner Commissioner 


A Le 7 
RENE VÍ SARMIENT( 
Commissioner 


ROMEO A, anA | 


Commissioner 
NICODEMO T. FERRER 
Commissioner 


IPD- June 14,2007) 
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POC approves 


704 SEAG bets 


By June Navarro 


SEEKING AT BEST A NO. 2 FINISH THIS 
time, the Southeast Asian Games Task Force 
picked 704 athletes from 38 sports to repre- 
sent the country in the 24th SEAG to be held 
in three cities in Thailand this December. 

The RP delegation that will vie for the 485 
gold medals at stake was approved by the Philip- 
pine Olympic Committee in an executive board 
meeting yesterday. 

“The breakdown of athletes for each sports will 
be submitted to the SEAG Federation Council on 
or before July 8 with the Task Force headed by 
wushu's Julian Camacho given until the final 
week of October or a month before the opening 
of the games to submit the entries by name. 

‘Though the formal opening of the 11-nation 
meet is scheduled on Dec. 6, football and a cou- 
ple of shooting events will provide the appetizer 
ofthe games starting Nov. 29. 

After attending the recent SEAG Federation 
meeting, RP chief of mission Rep. Monico 
Puentevella had said he expects the Philippines 
to finish second this time behind host Thailand, 
which has dominated all SEAG it has hosted 
since 1985. 

The Filipinos won the SEAG for the first time 
when it hosted the sportfest in 2005, but a lot of 


BAP wants 


‘THOUGH RESIGNED TO ITS FATE AS A NON- 
entity in the international basketball scene, the 
Basketball Association of the Philippines has 
been clamoring for a more active role within 
the BAP Samahang Basketbol ng Pilipinas. 

BAP secretary general Graham Lim said 
their members hope to lend their expertise 
and participate directly in the programs of the 
BAP-SBR pointing out that the merger be- 
tween the two organizations called for unity 
and cooperation. 

“We admit that the BAP can no longer func- 
tion as a basketball organization recognized 
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events where they won two years ago have been 
removed from this year’s roster. 

“Team sports make up a big chunk of the dele- 
gation with football fielding in 68 athletes, tradi- 
tional boat race 31, softball 34, basketball 30, 
baseball 22, volleyball 33 and water polo 13. 

As for the individual sports, athletics, which 
has 44 events, will have 48 slots to fill, karatedo 
has 35, sepak takraw 27, swimming and diving 
25, fencing 24, archery 23, gymnastics 22, cy- 
ding 19, equestrian 18, boxing 16 and taekwon- 
do13. 

‘There was no official word whether the 
Philippine Sports Commission has the budget to 
finance the delegation that is expected to num- 
ber as much as 1,500 with the inclusion of 
coaches and trainers. 

But PSC chairman Butch Ramirez had already 
called for a smaller contingent this time. 

‘Members of Team Philippines will be required 
to participate in a specialized training program 
supervised by the joint effort of the POC and the 
Philippine Sports Commission. 

According to the statement released by the 
POG, the candidate-athleres will be required to 
stay at designated training camps for dietary 
monitoring, nutritional supplementation and 
physical finess assessment, something that 
‘Team Philippines had not done in the past. 


active role 


by the Fiba,” Lim told the Inguimen. “But the 
BAP still exists as a local body and there's a 
structure to be followed with respect to the af- 
fairs of the BAP-SBP” 

Lim said that when the merger took place, 
both parties agreed to pool their resources to- 
gether with the active participation of BAP 
members in the projects of the new federation. 

Fiba secretary general Patrick Baumann 
had earlier written BAP president Go Teng 
Kok that the BAP is no longer recognized by 
the world governing body for the sport. June 
Navarro 
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BADMINTON VISITOR: Guess who decided to drop by in the country? Malaysian Lee Wan Wah 
(eft), half of the world's No. 4 doubles team, joins in the ceremonial serve for the FDG Cup, the 
centerpiece event of the Partners Cup Invitational badminton tournament at the Yonex Badminton 
Center. Joining him are Frederick D. Go (fourth from right), president of Robinsons Land Corp. 


Alcano eyes pool payback 


DOUBLE WORLD CHAMPION RONATO AL- 
‘cano and reigning National Open king Lee Vann 
Corteza aim to avenge their losses in the inter- 
national pool arena when the third leg of Guin- 
ness 9-Ball Tour gets going on June 15 to 17 at 
the Genting Highlands Resort in Malaysia. 

‘The 34-year-old Alcano is coming off a lack- 
uster performance in the World Pool Masters in 
Holland over the weekend, losing his inital 
round assignment against Italian Fabio Petroni. 
Trhe 28-year-old Corteza hasn't fared bette, fin- 
ishing just 13th and 17th in two tournaments in 
Florida recently. 

“Tlearned a lot from those losses in the US and 
Thope to use them to make sure I can get into the 


Guiness 9-ball tour grand finals this September.” 
said Corteza in Filipino. 

Alcano and Corteza are scheduled to leave the 
‘country on June 14 together with Jeffrey de Lu- 
na and Roberto Gomez for the third leg of the 
Asian tour. They also have been invited to play in 
the winner-take all $50,000 Challenge of Cham- 
pions in Connecticut, USA on August. 

After two legs of play (Jakarta and Kaoshi- 
ung), the tours order of merit is led by Tai- 
‘wanese hotshots Yang Ching-shun (90 points), 
Chang Jung-lin (90 points) and Chao Fong-pao 
(80 points). Alcano is fourth with 70 points and 
Corteza made it to the top 10 with 50 points. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


So battles champs 
in Shell chess tilt 


INTERNATIONAL MASTER WES- 
ley So and Jan Emmanuel Garcia 
go head-to-head with the other 
champions of the Shell National 
Active Chess Championships in a 
Battle of Champions tournament 
slated June 18 to 20 at the Atrium 
A of the SM Megamall in Man- 
daluyong City. 

The list of ex-champions who 
will battle for chess honors include 
IM Oliver Dimakiling, Iidefonso 
Datu and Ronald Dableo, National 
Master Oliver Barbosa and a hand- sia. 
ful of the top players in the counzy 
today. 

The 13-year-old So has blos- 
somed to become the countrys 
newest superstar. The 11-year-old 
Garcia, a two-time Asean Youth 
chess champion, is the youngest in 
the 21-player field. 

Both players also have had ex- 
tensive experience in playing over- 


three-time 


seas, 
So, for one, is the youngest Fil- 
ipino to ever play in the Olympiad 


‘The winner of the kiddies divi- 
sion in last year’s Shell Active Chess 
series, Garcia is also the reigning 


when at 12 he joined the RP team 
in Turin, aly, 

So recently made his mark when 
he defeated Kazakh Grandmaster 
(GM) Peter Kostenko in the 2007 
Asian Cities Championship held in 
‘Tehran, Iran, while Garcia, now a 
freshman at Ateneo, bagged the 
gold medals in rapid and blitz in the 
10-under class in the 2005 Asean 
‘Age Group Championship in Thai- 
land and took the golds in standard 
and blitz the year after in Indone- 


champion of the 


Palarong Pambansa and is set to 
compete against the world's best in 
the 2007 World Youth Champi- 
onship in November in Turkey. 

‘The Shell Battle of Champions ™ 
will serve as the highlight of the 
15th anniversary of the chess pro- 
gram that started in 1992 with the 
aim of developing the sport. 


BY TOP CHOICE 


Race 2— (anv) 
doy (5), Acquirer 
tained Pressure (3) 


THURSDAY, 
JUNE 14, 2007 


—(Ort/Tri}—irvana (4). instant (6), 
courlkova (2), My Special Moment (1) 
ase Do (2), Pride And 

nt (1), FojiokaSus- 


Race 3—{OrV/e)—BiMl Baby (3). Spark (2), 
‘Danger Look (6), Bunker Buster (5) 


PBA referees 
under fire 


IT'S NOT THAT 
easy to sit in a 
hospital room 
and try to writea 
column. I tried 
to while con- 
fined at St 
Luke's Hospital 
but it didnt 
work. So I fig- 
ured the next % 

best thing to do Beth Celis 

was to dictate — — — 
my thoughts to my son Raymond, who 
like any good son was always by my side, 
and have him transmit them to the Inquin- 
E. That's how this column is coming out. 

Doctors told us not to get stressed out 
and too excited so we haven't really been 
trying to snoop around for choice tidbits 
that readers love to read about. Well, we 
saw the news item on Gretchen Barreto on 
GMA 7 and wondered whether Tonyboy 
Cojuangco needs another headache. He's 
got enough problems as itis with his ABC 
5 TV network which continues to lose 
money, without having to tackle another 
personal problem. 

‘Add to that the fact that his anchor pro- 
gram, the PBA, is being wooed by Solar 
Sports, which has both free TV and an es- 
tablished sports network on cable. Be- 
sides, if what they pay Manny Pacquiao is 
any gauge, our friends at Solar have lots of 
‘money to pay the PBA. 


In HuDDLE 


‘Talking of problems, it seems they are 
piling up for PBA officials supervisor Per 
ry Martinez, whose referees are coming 
under increasing fire from pro league 
teams, the latest being Coca-Cola, 

Coke representative and team man- 
ager JB Baylon is said to have sent Com- 
missioner Noli Eala a very strongly 
worded letter on officiating and cited 
the San Miguel Beer-Coca Cola game 
which the Tigers lost by one point after 
being up by four with some nine sec- 
onds to go. But what intrigued many 
was how the same three referees were 
‘oddly enough the same officials who 
caused league chair Ricky Vargas, a nor- 
mally composed and statesman-like in- 
dividual, to blow his top in the dugout 
after the Talk ‘N Text-San Miguel Beer 
game recently. 

Incidentally, we are told, the chair 
was the first to question commissioner 
Eala about the SMB-Coke game and he 
was not the only one, In fairness to the 
comish, he had left the Araneta Colise- 
‘um thinking it was a won game for Coca- 
Cola and was on his way to the 50th 
wedding anniversary of one of the 
staunchest PBA  supporters—former 
Pasig Mayor Mario Raymundo—when 
he switched on his car radio to learn that 
the Beermen had pulled off a miracle. 
He didn’t see what happened so he 
couldn't say much. But it will be interest- 
ing to find out what he thought about 
the officiating after he watches the tape. 

Even before taking the long flight to 
Belgrade, coach Chot Reyes had conceded 
that the Nationals will get mauled in their 
five-game stint against tough Serbian 
teams. Chot’s problems became worse 
when Kelly Williams didn't join the trip, 
saying he needed a holiday with his folks 
in the US. Maybe he figured it would be 
better than getting pushed around by big, 
bad Serbs. To make things worse, Enrico 
Villanueva stayed behind to try and help 
San Miguel Beer in its quarterfinal show- 
‘down with sister team Ginebra while Tony 
De La Cruz is still nursing an ankle injury. 

Pato Gregorio, the newly minted SBP 
executive director, is meeting people 
who have been involved in basketball 
for years to seek their advice on how to 
go about his tasks. 


PBL COMMISSIONER Chino Trinidad (left) seals the deal with Gold’s 
Gym's Tony Reyes. Gold’s Gym is the home gym of PBL and is one of 
the many sponsors of the league. Looking on is Vincent Juico also of 


Race 4—(Ponta/Qe/Ti}—Daleross (7), Our 
"Sanot Moon (8), Litupwithdiamonds (5), 
Jaded Dancer (3), Classic Appeal (4) 

Race 5—(OrV/ri)—Fai Urduja (4), Wild Or- 
phan (6), Kapit Bahay (6), Detective 
Dani) 

Race 6—(Gr/Tn)—Yo Tero (1), Mary Jane 
Bomb (2), Brazen Truth (4), Pape (5) 

7—(Penta/OrvTn)—Formidable, Ella 
(8), Mania’s Smile (7), Alysa's Choice 
B). ron Tower (8), Shades O! Red (3) 

Race &—(Super S/ON/Ti)—El Love Senora 
i), Dancing Sow (0), Rus Bal 3) 
Sungray (6), Powerhouse (5), Class Ac- 
tion (2) 


Republic af the 


Philippines 
COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Mania 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE CONDUCT OF THE 18 
JUNE 2007 PLEBISCITE TO RATIFY THE 
‘CONVERSION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF 
MATI, IN THE PROVINCE OF DAVAO 
ORIENTAL INTO A COMPONENT CITY, 
PURSUANT TO REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8408. 


-xPromalgaod: 31 May 2007 
RESOLUTION No. 8102 


“The Commission on Elections, by vite of he powars conlered upon i by thie Constitution, 
‘he rmibus Election Code, he Local Government Coda o 1991, Repub Act No. 7165, Repubic 
‘het No. 9408 and oer elecion laws, RESOLVED fo promulgata, as i hereby RESOLVES io 
‘romulgate fha loloming rules and regulations to govem fe conduct ol ha June 18.2007 pietiscte 
foray ino conversion of he Municipalty of Matin he Province of Davao Oriental into a component 
ciy tobe known asthe Cay ot Mati, as provided Iorin Republic Act No. 3408. 


SEC. 1. Supervision and control- The Commission on Etectons shall have drect control 
ard supervsion over fe conduct ol f plobiscie. 


‘SEC. 2. Expenses and election forms and paraphernalia, — The expenses inhaling the 
plabiscte, whic sel indude the piring fcc balts. plsbisciie retums and other forms tha 
Frocuramant of supplies and paraphemalia; he per diems ofthe mambers ofthe Piebisciie 
‘Gomes, he overtime compensation ofthe Piatisciie Boards ot Canvassers and feir support 
“siatt. olar operational and incidental expenses; and tha costs of publeaton ol resolutions and 
intonation materi, shal be boma by to Municipalty of Ma 


“The Committees on Alcea, Printing. Recspilon and Vatican, Packing and Siping, 
the Inlormation Technology Department. Election end Barangay Aifairs Department and 
Administrative Serices Deparment shal prepara thal nized administrative, operational and 
foctncal budgelary needs, which shal be reviewed and consofdated by the ODEDO, and shall 
Suoma he sae he Commission En Ban, trough the Oice o the Execute Director, for final 
Taview and approval. 


SEC: 3. Posting of Republic Act No. 

pletisct, tha EO of Wat, Davao Oriemiai shat 

8408 ented "An Act Converting the Municipalty of Mat 

‘Gompanent Ciy io be Krown as the Cty of Maii. Dening | 

tha Date of Plbisce for Aaniication Thereo, Provining Funds Therefore, and For Other 
Purposes, "in ali poling places ot said municipaliy. 


SEC. 4, Information campaign- An objectis infomation campaign sha ba conducted In 
the whole Mricpalty of Ms, Davao Oriental, commence on May 30 up io June 16, 2007. Duñng 
This perio, cive, prolessional, rious, business, youth and any other similar organizations may 
hold symposia, publi ralies or meetings io enghin the volers o sald municipatiy on fe piebisoie 
issues. and to campaign Ior or against the ratiication of Rapubic Act No 9408. Constructive 
scasions and datates shall be encouraged and no volers assured ol fe reesom to voice their 
‘pinion regarding the issues, advantages or disadvantages ereo! 

“The EO ol Mati, Davao Oriental, in coordination wih the local goverment oils, mass 
media, NGOs and ralgious groups shali convene assemblies or ‘pulong-pulongs"for such 
consirucive discussions and debates. 


‘SEC. 5. Date ot plebiscite and voting hours. ~ The plebiscite shali be heid on June 18, 
(2007 Monday). The vang shal slart at seven o'clock in the morning and end at twee o'clock in 
the ahiamoon. 


SEC. 6. Aroa of coverage. ~The plebiscta shal be heid in the whole ol Municipaliy of Mat, 
Davao Oral. 


‘SEC. 7. Who may vote. — Al quslled voters of Municipalty ol Mali, Davao Oriental, uy 
ragjsiered aso the May 14,2007 Elections, ara ei to vole in Ihe plebisce 


Tho EO of Mat Davao Oriental, shali prepara the sts ol volers for use in ha piebisce in 
accordance wih Section 12 hereof. 


‘SEC, 8. Plebiscite Committee Composition, Compensation, Dutles and Functions. - 
“Thevotingand counting ol votes shali be conducted in each poling placa by a Plebiscae Commitee 
(Comnetge) composed ot a Chalman a Pol Cer and a Thid Member who shal al be pubic 
Schoo teachers, tobe appointed by te Commission through the Election Oticer shouid ere be 
‘ol enough pubic schoo! teachers, employes in the ci service, or ciizans ot known proby ard 
competence, mho are registered voters ol he muricipalty ot Mat, may be appointed as members 
othe Commitee, provided that 1e chairman shal be a pubiic schoo teacher. 


Each member ol the Committee shall ba ents o a per diam ol Ona Thousand Pesos (Ph? 
1,000.0) for services rendered on he day of fa piebiscie. 


“The Commitee shal have the folowing powers and dutes: 
Supenise and conduct he voting in the poling place on June 18, 2007; 


Count the voles and therealter prepare the plebiscite returns and other required 
ocumantsraports and cisirbute the same as herein provided: 


Furnish watchers carsticate of voters upon request; 


elu the books ol volars to iha EO, trough the principal of the poling centers, and 
ever fa othar plebiscte papal 1o Ieir respective custodians fr salekaaping 
notater than Jun 22, 2007: 


‘Actas deputies o the Commision in ihe supervision anc contra othe pisbiscte in the 
poling places herein they ara assigned 1o ensure tna hoicing of bee, ordery, honest, 
peacelul and credibie plebiscito; 

Maintain order within the poling piace and as premises, to keap access thereto, upon 
and unobstructed, and to enlora cbedence to its lawtui orders. 


Hany person shall relusa to obey lawu orders o! te Comites or shal conduct sll 
in a dsorery manner in ts presenca or wihin is hearing thereby erupting or dsiurbing 
is proceedings, e Commies may sue an order in wing directing any peace officer o 


be executed a 1o preven the parson so taken into custody tom exerosing his nghi 
‘Such oder shalbeexecaed by any peace ollicer to whom Ray be deivared, but i none is 
present, by any other parson dapuilzad by the Comenitea In wrting: and 


(@) Perr such iher lunctionsiiuies as may b prescribed by the Commision. 


SEC. 9. Dlsquallications. — (a) No person shall serve as chaiman or member ofthe 
Cannio es wn a tantn ch cages ol consanguinity aly oeny mentar ol 
the same Commitee. 


1b} No member of he Commitee shal engage, dec or directi, In any partsan policat 
acy or take part in tha platisca, excepto discharge his cules as such, and 1o vota, provided 
heis a registered voter i any precinctbarangay n he municipalty of Mat, Davao Oriental. 

‘SEO. 10. Precincts and poling paces. For purposes ol fa Jun 18. 2007 Pils, tha 
aoe ease Nay 14, 2007 Eleis stalne adopisd, bject oha poisons 
Section 11 here 


The location ol poling places designated in the May 14,2007 Elections shal be maintained, 
wich such changes as tha Commission may authorize alier notce and hearing 1o the interested 
“partes in the ponscal unt afleted: Provided, hat no locaton ol poling place shall be changed 
‘tnt 19) ssinnedy etog te day ote pba vaen sees 
Or Reannat bo used 

‘SEO, 11, Clustering of Precincts. ~ To obit problems on insuticiency of Commitees and 
poling places, he EO shad group (cluster) precincts in accordance wih 1a folowing guideines: 


(a) The number ol precincts in a group (cluster) shali not be more than wo (2; 
(0) The aggregate numberof volers in a group shal not exceed thee hundred (300%; 


© Repecesina gestalt een tento, sama poting carierandsane 
arangy; 


(6) The individual precinct numbers and st ol volers o the precincts in a group shal be 
‘mantained separately. In no case shall Pey be combined, and 


(e) The baiots tor te precincts in a group shai be deposi in on ballot box and that one 

Pebiscte Commits shal be assigned or each group ot precinct or precinct ctr. 

‘SEC, 12. Precinct Level Computerized Voters List (PCVL}. ~ The Election Oflcers shall 

print six (6) copies of PCVL wch shat be core by he Elacton Ragisvation Board (ERB). The 

fo (2) copies ofthe POVE sha be given 1o ina Commies for use on plebiscit day. The other 
{our (4) cops ole POVL shal be cistrbuted as folos: 


(a) One copy for posting tthe Ollice of the Election Otice, 
(0) One copy tor posting at ha buletn board ol Municipalty ot Matk, 


(€) One copy for the National Cental Flo, Election Records and tases Department, 
Commision on Elections, Manta; and 


(E) Ona copy lor tho Provincial Fle, ol the Otice ol the Provincial Electon Supanisor of 
Davao Orental 


See. 13. Distribution of Plebiscito Forms and Supplles. ~ The Muricipal Treasurer shal, h 
coorinaton wih te Becton Ota concerned, dibs te plebiscta toms and supptes fhe 
Committees. The EO or ls suhonaedrepeseriatves shal release the Books ol Voters and the 
PCV tothe School Principal concemed who shal in tur release hem oho Pitta Conmtees 


SEC. 14. Otela ballots. ~The ola ballots shali be dstrbuted athe ratio ot one balot 
por vor. 


“The ll bats to be usd in ihe plebiscite shal bear the folowing heading "OFFICIAL 
BALLOT": "PLEBISCITE”": "JUNE 18,2007”, "MATI, DAVAO ORIENTAL.: and undameath ma 
fooningnsructons. "Fl out tnis bait socretiy inside the Booth. Do not put any distinctive 
‘mark on any part of this balot.” 


‘The otowing questions shali be provided in te officiai ballots: 


"DO YOU APPROVE THE CONVERSION 
(OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF MATI, DAVAO 
ORIENTAL INTO A COMPONENT CITY TO 
BE KNOWN AS THE CITY OF MATI, 

{UANT TO REPUBLIC ACT NO: 


‘SEC. 16. Preliminaries tthe Counting of Votes (a) The Commie shal clear the table of a 
unnecessary wing paraphemata. 


(0) The Contig shal opan te balot box take out he bats rom the compartment or vald 
ato ad, without untold or exposing fer conianis, examine them using he folowing qudeines: 


1. led gtr The Conese xt sch kki co c a ge 


In he onus ofthe examination, bats are found ited together betore they were 
epoated in the balot box, thy shali be placed nan envelope lor excess balls. 

Excess bats — The Comics shel then count the blots and compare the number of 
‘alls wah fe ruber of volers who actualy voted. 


1 here are more batots than the number of voters who actually voted, flow the 
procedures proved lor in Sec hare. 


‘Bats wih detachable coupon — in case ballots wih hk datachable coupon are found in 
Iha bor, ihe coupon shal be detached and deposed in fe compartment lor spoiled balis, 
tnd he bats shal ba nce In the plo vak balets. 


atts wth he wort "spole — bats wh the wort sper? shel be ound they shat bo 
‘laced in fre comparinant or poled bats. 


‘The bolots deposited in the compartment lor spoled batts shal be presumed to be 
poled balois, whether or not ney contain such notašon: but tte Commie shod fd 
{hat ding the vong any vaid bale was erencousty Gopestd in tris companment,o i 
‘any belol separated as excess or marked had been erroneous deposted terein. the 
‘Commies shal open sald compartment ae Pe vong and beore he counting of votes for 
the sole purpose ol ring outa bala: eroneousiy ceposted ren. shal Pen prepare 
and sign asatement of such fac and lock he box wth Bs oe hays ire theres. 
‘Tha vad bats sa wëhdrawn shat be mined win the oher vald balos, and he excess or 
matted balos shal be paced in fek proper envelopes wich shal for such purposes bo 
‘pened and again labeled, sealad, signed and hapt as ere provided. 

(@) Excess and spied bats shali not be read in tho counting o! voles. 


IA) Tha poli ierk shall ieie had ol he piebisce returns and the ird member shal tack the tay 
board on the blackboard or any avažabie space within the piain view ofthe Commies, 
waichers and he pubiic. 


SEC. 16. Manner of Counting ot Votes. - The contig of votas shal ba pubic wihout interruption 
or delay inl completed ad shal proceed as fotons: 


‘2 The Commitee shal open the bao bor. take out the ballots and without uniciding fem or 
exposing bal cortnts excep so lar as io ascertain hat each balot is single, compare the 
faama o balais b ihe box we ner ot voters whio actualy voled as recorded in fie 
Minutes of Voting ard Couning. 


here are more bao found han fere are volers who actualy voled, al he ballots shal 
be retuned insida he box and roughly mixed herein. The Pol ier without seeing the 
‘blots and wih is back 1o he bor, sha puts draw out as many bala as may be equal 
{oe excess, and wihout urong them, pace hem in an envelope whch shal be marked 
“excess balis.” ard shal be sealed and signed by fo Commitee. 
1 there are no excess or fe encess has beon taken ot ha Commies shal torm separate 
ples of 100 batts oach which shal be heid together by rubber band. 


“The Chairman shal iska the bos ol he iest ple and reac fie baat one by one, while the 
ol Clark and Td Menber shali simutanecusiy record on the plsbiscte retums and taby 
board, respectively each vota as lis read by the Chairman. 


Each vote shal be recordad by vera ina, exept every Sth vote, which shal be 
recorded by a dagona! Ine crossing the previous lor vercal ines. 

Atir elting the frst pile, the Commies shall cout the tafies for he Atanaive ad 
Negatne votes and record he sub ota in ha coun irmadey afer ela iara recorded- 
In he plbisce retums and taly board, respectively 


‘Tee Pot Clerk and te Third Mentber shal compara te tliesrellectes inthe plbische 
returns and tay board 


In case ol discrepancy. a recount shal be made. The balots shall again be grouped 
together as belors 1e reading. 


4. Tere, he same procedures shall be lolowed wh he second and subsequent pes of 
bales. 


{Aer the balts lor the precio! have been counted, he Commitee shal: 
1. Sum up the subtotal of recorded Atirmatve and Negaive Voles and ener he grand 
total in words adn igure in he pietasote retums and tay bore, 


‘See toi that he entries in theft copy of he plebiscite retums are sary impressed 
and elcid property the other two (2) copies; 


‘Sp an afis the hun mars on he caicason porton printed at he boom ol fhe 
pebisota rum and tay boat; and 


Place the counted baois in an envelope provided forthe purpose. cose a envelope 
wth a seriayrubered paper seal. gn end depost fe same n hie compartment lor 
‘ald belols, The accomgishag ily doaro, certed bythe Commie, shall aiso be 
‘posted inthe compartment for vad baois. 


‘SEC. 17, Appreciation of ballots. - The provisions ol Sec. 211 ol fie Omnibus Electon Code 
whenever appcatie, srat govem Me apprecaton ot balois. Any question on the eppretin of 
bales shal be decided by mao vole l tie Commitee. 


No watcher or any other person inside fhe pling pace shal be alowed fo participate in the 
apprecanon ol bats. However, any watcher may te a protest which shal be recorded n 1e Minutes. 
‘SEC. 18. Plebiscite Returns and Distribution of Copies Thereot.- Piebiscie retums shal be 
prepared in tree (3) copes. Al me members ol e Comiee shal sign te Certäcaton panied al 
fe vonom ot he pietiscta retus and alia Peir respacove ur marks on fe space pronded. 


Upon compiaton ol fe plebische retums, sach copy shal be placed in spare envelopes provided 
for tha purpose, and e Commitee shal kmmedate'y distro the same under proper recep, 88 
fotons: 


(1) The st copy, othe municipal Plebiscite Board of Canvassers; 


IZ) The second copy, lo the Election Records and Statics Department ol the Commission 
Mania; and 


(9). The third copy shal be deposed ins the ballt bor. 


SEC. 19. Announcement of Resuls.- Upon completion o! 1e pisbische retums, the Chairman 
‘ol ihe Conmates shal oraty a< putty announce the kaai number ol Amato and Negative Voies 
‘ast and counted in he precinct. 


‘SEC. 20. Alterations and Corrections of Plebiscite Returns. - Any correction or aeration 
maden fe plants retums by Ma Cane belore Me announcement ol fe resus oh plebiscite 
in e pling place shal! be duy nad by a he members ereot. 


Ater te announcement ol fe resuts o! Ie plebiscite, the Corie shal not make any raion 
or amendment in any oi 1e copes ot Pe returns, unless ordered by the Commision. 


SEC.21. Certificates ot Votes. - Before caving he precinct, fie Commitee shat issue a Certicaie 
ol Votes tothe waleners upon e aar’ request. 


‘SEC. 22. Delivery of the Ballot Boxes, and Other Supplies and Documents, Preservation ol 
Voting Records, Banot Boxes and Their Keys, and Their Disposition. - The provisions ol Secon 
217. 218 and 218 ol ne Omnibus Becton Cade on Sever o! bat boxes, keys a electon supplies 
‘and documents, preservation o! he ving records an balot bores, ane keys and dsposton ol 
Teie corisrts shal apply o te pieniscze governed by Mis Resohiton. 


Sec. 27 beret. 


At teast ve (8) days balore Me day ot fe pletiscia, the chaiman shall issue a wien notes 1o 
‘he other members othe PBC ta R shal convene at tour o'clock in Pe afternoon he piebiscils day 
to canvass he pedi retuns. Nosce ol sac meeting shat be posted in conspicuous places in the 
Municpat Hal and otter pubic paces in Mai, Davao Onenial. The PBC shal each meet a he 
Session Hal and othar pai places i Mat. Davao Oriental. The PECs shal each meet lhe Session 
Fal ol te Municipal Hai Bulling not later Ihan four o'clock: h fhe aernoon ol plebiscite day and shal 
immediately canvas he plebote reins unt the canvass is completed 


‘SEC. 24, Supervision and Control over the Plebiscite Board ol Canvassers. - The commission 
stall have reci control ot and sypeson over me PEC and may mots propa rebee at any imme ay 
member tere! lor cause and may substue him in accordance wih Sec. 27 hereol. 


SEC. 25. Absence of a Regular Member. - in case of absence ol a regular member, ihe 
‘mambers present sra irs vrdywhoter onthe nace stating Ie date, tma and piace of canvassing 
Mas been dy served on he absent equ! member. 


Inthe absence ol such notos, one shal be immediately sect othe absent member, the lor 
carnal be located or his whereabouts are unknown. he shal Men be substhaed. These acs shal be 
‘recorded ine respective minutes othe PEC. AS scon as Ihe absent member appears, he substituie 
memar shal releqush nis seat oe reguiar member. 


‘SEC. 26, incapacitated Regular Member. -in case ol siciness or serious jury o fhe regular 
mambar, a nom madea cerhcsl shal be equred atesig othe mcapaciy of sad member. Upon 
‘Sabmsson ofthe meccal centile subst shal be appointed. Sid cenicte shal be recorded 
Taine tines of he PBC. 


‘SEC. 27. Substitution of Chairman and Members. - la case of non-avalaiy, absence, 
ésquaitcaton eo rahonshp,oincapacty fox any cause o! be chairmen, the Commission shall 


{he Cayuga Assessor, fhe Clark ol Court nominated i 
‘Thal Cout, and oer avelable pponive Cayce ofical, 


SEC. 28, Prohibition Against Leaving Ocal Station. - During the period ot bgining June 
18, 2007 unt the completion ci me canvass, no monber or subsite member ol he PEC shal bo 
‘easton, of cetated outs ols fica siaon nor shal he leave his station hou pror 
ahony oi he Commsson. 


‘SEC. 28. Quorum. — A majoriy of he members of the PBC shal conse a quorum ior the 
transacton of business. A majorly vota of al the members reo! shal be necessary to render a 
acson 


‘SEC. 30. Watcher: Rights and Duties. - The proponenis and oppositions, registered pala 
partas or conto ot polcai partes, e cers’ am oi the Commission, i any, and oiher accredied 
oups or organzasons may appari walches dung the voing counang and canvassing. A person 
WAO I not a rogstered vole, of questonatie repaton, or who has been comicied ol an eecion 
‘ens or any omer crima sal not ba appointed as watcher. Barangay ofl, Incudng barangay 
Tanods, are squalid 1o serve as waichers. 

“Tha watchers shat hve he gt 1o: 


(a) be present at, and iake nole of al iho proceedings; 


(2) read the plist returns wihout touching ther; and 


EJ te a protest against any kreguiariy noted in tho leis retur rin th proceedings 
‘ol the PAC and obtain The resciuton thoreon in wrting. 


“Toa watcher shal not be alowed to parcel in the defberatin of the PEC. 


SEC.31. Right to bo Present and to Counsel. -Proponents or oppostiors have th right 
tobe present anata counsel zing the canvass ol ha retums. Oriy ono counsel shall argu tor 
the proponent or appostor. In case thera are soverel counsellor fie proponents or opposes, 
they shel agree among themselves who wl arguo tor hom. 

SEC. 32. Internal Canvassing Procedures. - The PBC shall moet promey at 4:00 
‘cookin he afternoon ol plebscite day and canvass tha votos in he folowing manner 


‘2 The Chakman of the PBC shall ist soquentialy al precincts in tho Statement of 
Votes (SOV) by precinct and ensure fat avory precinct in the project of precincts is 
isted ree. The PBC Chaiman shal produce belore he members, th balot bones 
caring plbiste returns; 


Botore opening a balot bo. the PBC shal racord the condos and sores numbors 
‘ol ha bal bones and the eollocing serialy numbered ed length seals; 


“The Chain ofthe PBC shal then open the ballot box, rovave the envelopes 
containing plblsco retums and recordin is Mrs of Canvas, fho candon and 
‘Serial number of 1e envelopas and the paper seals; 


Tha Chairman of the PBC shal open the envelope one at a ime, record the condilion 
and serialnumber ofthe returns and Rs papar seal, and forth opon the same for 
canvassing. 


Oriy such number o! envelopes conning plebiscite retus ha can bo canvassed 
uing he masing ol the board shal be opened, wich number shall be recorded in 
The Minutas ol Canvass 


Entries in the SOV by Precinct shali be made ovary time a plobisca retum Is 
‘canvassed. Once ail fe colus ol he SOV ara led up, fho menbors o! the PEC 
‘Shel sum up the suber ol precincts canvasod, fe mumbo ot regislered voters, 
the namber of volers who acvay voled, and the total Afirmatve and Nagato 
‘oles erein. and There alix fo nls below their names appearing al the 
‘cericat portion of ine or, 


In case ès copy ol a plebiscite retums is missing, the PAC sal, obtain such missing 
‘elu trom the Pianiste Commies concemed. I! sald retums have been lost or 
esiroyed, Ihe PBC, upon prior authority ol The Commission may use any ol the 
‘suerte copias of said alums or a certad copy thereof issued by fe Commision, 
Fortaith the PBC shal reler the case for investigation otha Regional Election 
Director (RED) concemed who shali report his tinding to fhe Commission; and 


Ench tine the PBC suspends hs meetings or adjourns Ior the purpose ol awaling tor 
‘he oar plbische rots i shak 


1. Determine the total ot al Atirmative and Negatv voles canvassed; 


2 Accomplish he SOV by precinct b tour 4) copies and oso the same wh the 
{nels o ho members flowing Ihe last entry ol Airmet and Negativo voles: 


Place the SOV in an envelope, which shall be sealed wih a serialy numbered 
paper seai and signed by the members in the presence ol all ho members ot 
the board and the watchers; and 


Place the plebiscle retums already canvassed, the remaining unopened 
‘envelopes, and envelope containing a copy ofthe SOV isida a balot bor 
nich sha be locked wih wes pacocks and a selHocking metal seal, the 
‘ser number ol which shall be Gly recorded inthe Minutes ol Canvass. 


Each member ol the PBC shali keap a key to the te patocks ol a balot bor, 
‘otal canal be opened without all ol Mem boing present. The balot box 
‘Sale deposted in a secured room lr safekeeping unti the resumption of is 
meeng 

Ai the resumption of tha canvass, the secretary o fia PBC shal: 


‘2 Get he ballot box tom the secured room and verly the condiion ol iho 
alot bor, the tes padlocks and the selliocking serialy numbered fined 
Jengh sat 
Erter in the Minutes a description of fe condifon threo, as walas ihe 
Sarai number othe saocang serialy numbered Ted length seals; 


‘estoy the sell ocking serialy numbered ied engh seals the presence 
lhe oiher members ol Me board and watchers; and 


Present to ihe PBC the remaining unopened envelopes containing 
petisco retums and he licia! SOV contained in a diy sealad and 
Signed envelope. 

Aier al the plebece returns assigned to l have been canvassed, the PBC 

concerned shalt 


a Prepare atal ol the total atimative and negative voles including the data 
cn ihe number ol registered volers, number ol volers who actually voled, 
{2nd tha toa numberof precincts Ù has canvassed. Such tally shouid be 
‘publicly access lo ensure transparency. and 
lace te plebiscite returns copy for the PBC in their respective envelopes 
and depost the same insida e balot box wich habe locked win twee 
padocks and sealed wih a stocking melal sesi. 

7. Each member lhe PBC shal keep a key corresponding to the three padlocks 

cle balot box. 


SEC, 32. Minutes of the Canvass o the PBC. - The Ps shall each prepare vee (3) 
copies ol 1e Minutes othe Caress. 


“The fst copy shail be submited bythe Secretary of he PBC othe Law Department of 
‘he Commision wit ten (10) days from termination of canvas. The second copy hall be 
‘epostad inside he balot Dox. The thd copy shall be forwarded tothe Oe of he Deputy 
Erea Directos er Operabons. 


‘SEC. 34. Completion of the Canvass. The PBC shal sign he cerlficaton and alfe 
Ihet thumbs at Pa bonom ol each SOV, and, using a separate SOV consolidate the data 
inciudng the total Almalve and Negatve votes. Thereatler, k shal prepare a Certlicale of 
(Canvass and Proclamation (COCP) which shali conan the aowing dela: 


1. number ol precincts canvassed; 

2 mumbar ol rogisiered voters; 

3, mmber oi voters who actualy voled; 
4. number o afrmatvenegatve voles; and 
s 


whether or nor the altimatvelnagatve votes constute majodiy of e votes 
‘cast in Me Barangay concerned, 


The COCP shalibe supported by an SOV by precinct. The members o! the PBC shall print 
thet hul names ang alin mer signatures and thumbmarks in Ine proper space at the botlom ol 
Dath forms and cerny under oai thal the erines therein are true and corect 


SEC. 38. Distribution of the COCP. - The COCP shall be prepared in four (4) copies, 
supported by a Statement of Votes per Precinct, and distrbuied as folows: 


(1) Thecdgnl shal wähin fas (3) days rom proclamation. be sent tothe Electon 
Records and Statistics Deparment (ERSD} lhe Commission, 


(2). The second copy shali be fled in the Oe ol the Electon Glee, 


S) The tied copy shall bo submited to the Secretary o the Deparment othe 
Intro and Local Goverment and 


(4) The fourth copy shal be submited to the CiyMunial Mayr. 


SEC. 36, Applicabilty of the Omnibus Election Code and Other Election Laws. 
Tha parinentprovsons ol he Omnibus Elecson Code, Repubhc Act No. 7160 and other election 
laws and resotutons of fe Commission which are not inconsistent herewih shal, as far 5 
practicable, apply o e plebiscite subject ot this Resoiston. 


SEC. 37. implementation. — The Execute Direcior, assisted by the Deputy Executive 
‘recta for Operations, Directors ofthe Elecuon and Barangay Aliairs Department, Faance 
‘Senices Deparment and Adminsalive Services Deparment, shal inpiement tis Resaluton 
to ensure te holding ore, orderly, honest, peace and cree lest 


‘The Deputy Executive Director lor Operations in coortnaion wih the Regional Election 
‘recor ol Region X andthe Provincial Electon Superior of Davao Oriental, shall supervise 
the conduct fhe plebiscite. 


SEC. 38. Dissemination. ~The Education and inlormaton Deparment shall cause the 
nmedate puticaton ot his Resouton in one (1) daly newspaper of general culation in 1e 
Priippres and one (1) kcal newspaper ana gwe ii fie waes! publication and dissemination 
posso. 


Let tis Reeohon be publshed by the Eduction and ifomation Department (EID) in a 
newspaper ot general creation, and In a newspaper wih local cecuiation in Mali, Davao 
‘natal The Deputy Executive Director tor Oparatons sal ish the Regiona! Election Dector 
‘at Regon Xt the Provincial Electon Supervisor o! Davao Orientat; andthe Election Oicer ol 
‘Mat, Davao Ores: a Secretary of fe Deparment ol the intro and Local Government; 
‘he Secretary o te Department ol Educaton: the Municipal Mayor, he Municipal Treasurer 
‘2nd he Doped Suprnendent ol Mal, wih a copy lis Resolution. 


“The EO of Mat, Davao Oriental shall give tis Resoluion the widest pubcation In thelr 
respective areas ot jnsdicton. 

SEC. 39. Efectvty,~ This Resohton shall tke elect upon is promulgation. 

SO ORDERED, 
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CLEVELAND—RUDE AND RUTHLESS, THE 
San Antonio Spurs ruined Cleveland’s 37- 


year wait to host the NBA finals. The Spurs can wrap up their 
‘Unwelcome guests, they defied had just three—all free throws in third ttle in five years with a win in 
the young King and may soon take the final 10.4 seconds—to hold off Game 4 on Thursday night. If they 
home another crown oftheirown. the Cavaliers and crush the hopes do complete the eighth sweep in fi- 
Bruce Bowen, the defensive of their towel-waving crowd, who nals history, they'll join the Boston 
stopper, emerged as an unlikely of- had never before seen their team Celtics, Los Angeles Lakers and 
fensive star as the Spurs moved playa finals game in person. Chicago Bulls asthe only franchises 
within one win of their fourth Cleveland's chances, and maybe to win four or more titles, 
championship in nine years witha their last hopes of extending the The grind-itout game tied for 
75-72, win over the Cavaliers on season, ended when LeBron James, the second fewest points in NBA fi- 
‘Tuesday night to take a command- who led the Cavaliers with 25 nals history, matching San Anto- 
ing 3-0 lead in the series. points, eight rebounds and seven nio's 80-67 win over the New York 
“Tm happy with anything assists, was short with a 3-pointer Knicks in 1999. 
tonight,” demanding Spurs coach inthe final seconds. James, the 22-year-old who 
Gregg Popovich said, laughing. Bowen, who had justine points saved Cleveland's franchise, 
“You can name anything, and I'm in the first two games, scored 13 couldn't rescue this series. 


however it comes. We know they're 
going to come out this next game, 
they don't want to get swept.” 


help from his teammates as the 
Cavs went just 3-of-19 on 3-point- 
ers and failed to take advantage on 
a night when the Spurs were not 
themselves. 

“Game 3 is usually the toughest 
game possible,” Duncan said. “And 
‘Game 4 brings a whole other chal- 
lenge. Its a litle bit of desperation, 
Tes a little bit of laying it on the 
line.” 

All James can do now is try to 
prevent a sweep by the Spurs, who 
are 48 minutes from adding a 2007 
title to the ones they captured in 
1999, 2003 and 2005. Every other 
year, it seems to be San Antonio's 
tum, and this one is no different. 

James scored seven straight 


THE San Antonio 
Spurs! Tim Duncan 
(eft) shoots over the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 
‘Zydrunas ligauskas in 
the first quarter of 
Game 3 of the NBA 
basketball finals in 


fae 
And they did it with only two- 
thirds oftheir Big Three doing what 
they usually do in one of the low- 
est-scoring games in finals history. 
Tony Parker scored 17 points 
and Tim Duncan had 14, but Manu 
Ginobili, who scored 25 in Game 2, 


Cleveland. The 
Cavaliers managed 
to slow down Duncan 
in Game 3 but the 
‘Spurs still won to 
move within a game 
ofthe title. 


deficit. 


and Brent Barry made three 3- 
pointers for the Spurs, who can all 
but plan their victory parade as no 
team has ever overcome an 0-3 


“Tt doesn’t change at all,” Dun- 
can said of the Spurs attitude. “We 
need to get one more, and that’s it, 


ae 


He scored 12 points in the fourth 
quarter, threatening to take over as 
he did in Game 5 of the Eastern 
Conference finals against Detroit, 
with drives through the teeth of 
San Antonio's smothering defense, 

But James had several layups 
dance off the rim, and he got litle ing. AP 
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points as the Cavs cut a 10-point 
Jead to 69-67 with 1:22 remaining 
on another layup by Cleveland's 
star. But Parker countered with a 3- 
pointer before Sasha Pavlovic hit a 
deep one for the Cavs to make it 
72-70 with 48.1 seconds remain- 


US OPEN 
Victory will 
put Tiger 
in elite list 
at Oakmont 


OAKMONT, PENNSYLVANIA—TIGER 
Woods will seek to join a who's who of 
champions produced by Oakmont when 
the US Open golf championship returns 
to the fabled course on Thursday. 

Gene Sarazen, Sam Snead, Ben 
Hogan and Jack Nicklaus have all tasted 
major success at Oakmont, as have 
Johnny Milles, Larry Nelson and Ernie 
Els, winner of the last Open held here in 
1994. 

Nicklaus beat Arnold Palmer here for 
the first of his record 18 majors in 1962, 
and Woods will be bidding to continue 
his march toward Nicklaus’ mark by 
seizing a 13th major title here. 

Tewon'tbe 
easy. 

“Ithinkthe 
toughest 
stretch, seven, 
eight, nine, 10, 
is the toughest 
stretch in all 
golf, and that is 
the stretch that 
will eliminate 
the majority of 
the field,” said 
woon NP Phil Mickelson, 
whose preparations for the Open, in the 
wake of a bitter disappointment at 
Winged Foot last year, have been hin- 
dered by a wrist injury. 

That stretch includes the par-three 
eighth, which has been stretched to a 
massive 288 yards, and the ninth, a for- 
mer par-five that will play for the cham- 
pionship as a 477-yard par-four. 

As well as the usual jungle-like rough 
favored by the US Golf Association for its 
Open championship, Oakmont is strewn 
with potentially punitive bunkers, while 
its expansive, rolling greens have been 
described as tougher than those at Au- 
gusta National. 

“They are by far the most difficult 
greens I've ever played," Woods said. 
“Most of the greens here are tilted. Some 
even run away from you. It depends on 
how the pins are set, if they give us a 
chance to play or if they are going to 
make it really impossible. We'll see.” 

‘Two days before the tournament, the 
consensus was the course was tough but 
fair. 

“This a fantastic golf course,” said 
‘Australian Geoff Ogilvy, who will try to 
become the first to retain the US Open ti- 
tle since Curtis Strange in 1989. 

“The greens here are the obvious chal- 
lenge,” Ogilvy added. “The greens are 
something different.” 

Woods and Ogilvy will tee off together 
‘on Thursday in a group with Scottish 
amateur Richie Ramsay. 

Woods was still mourning the death of 
hisfather and had been out of action for 
10 weeks when he missed the cut at 
Winged Foot last year. 

He rebounded with victories at the 
British Open and PGA Championship 
and finished tied for second at the Mas- 


|, tersin April. AFP 
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Gov't uncovers P2.73B in fake tax credits 


Revalidation flushes out fraudulent certificates 


JUNE 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


Shares close lower 


‘SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.76 PERCENT 
lower Wednesday after Wall Street's tumble 
on rising US bond yields, which sparked 
concerns the Federal Reserve could raise in- 
terest rates, dealers said. 

The composite index shed 27.28 points to 
3,543.82, after moving between 3,526 and 
3,549.40. 

The broader all-share index fell 10.05 
points to 2,261.13 Losers outnumbered 
gainers 76 to 37, while 56 stocks ended flat. 

Atotal of 6.6 bilion shares worth P4.7 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE SAID IT HAS DISCOV- 
ered P2.73 billion worth of fraudulent tax credit certifi- 


cates (TCCs). 

Tn August to December last year, the 
government called on all holders of 
TCCs to have these documents revali- 
dated following an abnormally high in- 
crease in tax credit claims, which were 
said to be partly responsible for the Bu- 
teau of Internal Revenue’s tax collec- 


tion shortfall 

Finance officials suspected that some 
of the tax credit claims could be fraudu- 
lent. The revalidation of the TCCs was 
aimed at preventing false claims of tax 
credits in the Future. 

During the revalidation, concerned 


agencies replaced old TCCs with new 
ones, which authorities said have more 
security features that made these docu- 
ments difficult to fake. 

In a statement, the DOF said some 
P2.73 billion worth of TCCs were not 
applied for revalidation. 

“The possible reasons for the non-ap- 
plication for revalidation of these TCCs 
are that they are recycled, tampered or 
fake,” Finance Undersecretary Gauden- 
cio Mendoza Jr. said. 

Mendoza added that the revalidation 


BIR, Customs tasked to collect P1 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS 
set a target of raising P1.14 trillion in 
taxes and duties next year, consistent 
with the goal of posting a balanced bud- 
get after 10 years of being in the red. 
Documents submitted to the Devel- 
opment Budget and Coordination Com- 
mittee, (DBCC) showed that of the 
amount, P873.96 billion would come 
from taxes to be collected by the Bureau 
of internal Revenue while P254.76 bil- 


Believe it. 


‘speed Al 


avs “rn 


lion would come from the import duties 
and taxes collected by the Bureau of 
Customs. The remaining P9.46 billion 
will come from other line agencies. 

‘The amount of tax and duty collec- 
tion targeted for next year will repre- 
sent a 13.5-percent increase from the 
P1.01-trillion goal for this year. 

ie will also result in a tax effort of 
15.7 percent, better than the target of 
15.2 percent for this year Tax ef- 


fort—the ratio between tax revenues 
and the country’s gross domestic prod- 
uct—measures the government's ability 
to translate higher economic produc- 
tion into more collections. 

‘The DOF said the BIR and the BOC, its 
attached agencies that contribute the 
biggest amount of national government 
revenues, were tasked to implement 
measures that would enhance their rev- 
enue collection to help meet the goal of 


program helped the government up- 
date its database of holders of TCCs. It 
said the updated database would help 
government in effectively monitoring 
the use of TCCs. 

A TCC is an instrument issued to 
firms that have claims for tax or duty re- 
funds, Since the government does not 
always have the cash to cover the re- 
funds, it issues TCCs instead. TCCs may 
be used by a holder as payment for tax 
liabilities, or may be sold at a discount if 


14T 


wiping out the budget deficit. 

‘These measures include the tighten- 
ing of tax audits by the BIR and the in- 
tensified monitoring of customs ports 
nationwide to plug revenue leaks. 

‘The BIR's tax collection target for 
2008 is 14.1-percent higher than its 
P765.8-billion goal for this year. The 
BOC's goal for next year is 11.6-percent 
more than its target of P228.2 billion 

BIR/B2 
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IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A HIGH-YIELDING INVESTMENT THAT 
TRACKS THE RETURNS OF AN INDEX, THEN CONSIDER THE 


ABF PHILIPPINES BOND INDEX FUND. 


Ie is the country’s first peso-denominated index-tracker bond fund ideal for risk- 
tolerant investors. It provides superior returns over the medium to long-term from 
a widely diversified portfolio consisting of Philippine sovereign and quasi-sovereign 
bonds. It aims to achieve investment results that correspond closely to the rotal 
rerum of the IBOXX® Philippine Bond Index. You may start investing at a minimum 
initial amount of P'50,000 and enjoy low management and trust fees. 


A HIGH YIELDING? 
NVESTMENT WITHOUT THE 
HASSLE OF MONITORING 


$ 


Let’s start talking about what you want and what suits you best. Call the Trust 
Marketing Division at 845-5022/5080/5087 or 816-9053/9944, or visit any 
BPI/BPI Family Bank branch and ler your BPI Relationship Manager assist you 
through a Client Suitability Test. 
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First Pacific seeking 
partner for Transco bid 


By Riza T. Olchondra 
enough time to prepare their bid for 
HONG KONG-BASED FIRST PA- the December auction of Transco. 
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:PLDT raises 


07 profit target 


PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
Co. (PLDT) raised its profit target for the year to 
P33 billion and was counting on new telco and 
telco-related ventures to drive growth, compa- 
ny chair Manuel V Pangilinan said on Tuesday. 

‘The telco's original core profit target for the 
year was set at about P32 billion, or slightly 
higher than last year’s P31.5 billion. 

‘In the first quarter of the year, net income 
reached P8.57 billion. 

‘Also, Pangilinan said PLDT had set aside a 
$100-million budget for the acquisition of a 
telephony firm and a tie-up with a telco-relat- 
ed business in the fourth quarter. He said the 
telephony firm would be a new venture, and 
that the PLDT board of directors had already 
approved the buyout. 

“The ($100 million) budget is separate from 
‘our capital expenditure budget (amounting to 
20-P22 billion). The acquisition will definite- 
Jynotuse up the whole (investment) budget. It 
is more likely to take up P50 million or less,” he 
said, refusing to divulge the details of the deal. 

Pangilinan said the telephony business was 
“quite interesting,” and that it was key to 
helping PLDT breach the 27-million sub- 
scriber mark this year. 

“We had 24 million subscribers last year, 
we reported 26 million in the first quarter, 
and by the end of the year, we should have at 
least 27 million,” he said. Riza T. Olchondra 


cific Co. Led. is looking for a techni- 
cal partner in its bid for a 25-year 
concession to run National Trans- 
mission Corp., managing director 
‘Manuel Pangilinan said on Tuesday. 

Pangilinan, who also chairs the 
board of Philippine Long Distance 
Telephone Co., said the parner 
would likely be a foreign company. 

“We're looking at several part- 
‘ners. We will soon narrow this list 
down to three,” he said. “We have 
a few months to finalize it but the 
plan is for First Pacific to keep at 
least 60 percent equity in the 
prospective partnership,” he said. 

Pangilinan said he was expecting 
negotiations to be completed by 


Metro Pacific Investment Corp. 
president and CEO Jose Marie 
Lim said during the San Miguel 
Corp.-Economic Journalists Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines seminar 
last weekend that First Pacific 
had already started preparations 
for the auction. 

Lim said this was in line with 
the conglomerate's diversifica- 
tion into the power sector. 

In 2004, First Pacific and 
‘Trans-Grid of Australia made ar- 
rangements to bid for Tranco as- 
sets. The group, however, was not 
among those prequalified to bid 
by Power Sector Assets and Lia- 
bilities Management Corp. 


PNB, Allied seen to merge 


TYCOON LUCIO TAN IS CONSID- 
ering merging Philippine National 
Bank and Allied Banking Corp., 
both of which he controls, a source 
close to Tan said on Wednesday. 

TF completed, the merger would 
create the fourth-largest bank in 
the country in terms of assets. 

‘The source, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity said ING Bank 
was appointed to study the 
planned merger and act as adviser. 

PNB is the country's sixth- 


largest bank and the leading 
provider of services for Filipinos 
working overseas. Income from 
remittance services is one of its 
main profit drivers. 

Allied is a commercial bank 
which targets the affluent Chi- 
nese-Filipino community. 

Reports that the two banks 
were planning a merger last sur- 
faced in 2002, but Tan denied at 
the time that any such deal was in 
the works. Reuters 
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‘THIS CUTE ADMINISTRATION JUST 
did a “first” in the history of world 


Look, it took the DOF and therefore 
this cute administration, more than 


i 


epecereus 
fi 


pa 
a 


taxation. 

And that is, Gloriaetta just promot- 
ed—directly acting as the Chief Execu- 
tive of the Republic—one BIR official. 

The official even had to step over 
the heads of other BIR personnel 
some six ranks higher than him. 

Again, this is the legitimately elect- 
ed President of the Republic! 

Not only that, Gloriaetta effected 
the promotion by issuing an execu- 
tive order! 

In other words, the BIR official's 
promotion has the force of law. I 
mean, it just cannot get any more 
compelling than that! 

‘What's more, Roger Moore, is that 
the newly minted Executive Order No. 
625 specified the position to which 

sthis particular BIR official was pro- 
moted. In fact, the EO designated the 
BIR official—by name, mind you—to 
head the “large taxpayers service"—a 
unit at the BIR that rummage the tax 
+ payment records of big business. 

Nobody is sure if the measure 
would be nominated to the “tax ha- 
rassment hall of fame,” as you may be 
thinking by now, but don’t you think 
the BIR official is such a lucky guy? 
Let me see if 1 get this right—this par- 

„ticular BIR official, having gotten to his 
T new powerful position by virtue ofa di- 
rect order by the President herself, can- 
not be transferred to another position 
‘or removed from the bureau or even be 
promoted in the future unless EO 625 
is amended or revoked by the Presi- 
dent—is that it? And so what special 
talent, ability or skill does this guy have 
‘that the Chief Executive of the land 
Ë must personally effect his promotion? 

‘Was the promotion a reward? 

But what did the clever BIR official 
do for this cute administration to de- 
serve a promotion that was done with 
such a blatant disregard of the pro- 
motion rules and processes in the 
BIR, forgodsakes? 

All these things of course are wor- 
‘tying middle management in the BIR. 
©" One high official of the bureau 
“called me up specifically to say that it 

‘would demoralize the entire BIR. 
Tn fact, the incorruptible Revenue 


Gov't... 


the holder wants immediate cash. 


From page BI 


Conrado R. 
Banal Ill 


‘Commissioner Jose Mario Bunyag raised 
hell to oppose the executive order 

‘That perhaps is the reason why 
word now goes around that, despite 
the BIR’s unprecedented P100-billion 
increase in collection last year under 
Bunyag, he is on the way out. 

‘Maybe he just could not live with the 
new executive order—or whoever 
were the political hangers-on in this 
cute administration who engineered it. 

Still, it is not clear what this cute 
administration hopes to accomplish, 
in terms of higher tax collection, out 
of such a measure that can only invite 
public ridicule, if not outright protest 
from the business community? 

Based on the “justification” used by 
shadow group that prepared EO 625 
in awful horrible English, Gloriaetta 
wanted the controversial promotion 
of that particularly BIR official, sim- 
ply because the BIR had failed to 
meet its target tax collection during 
the first two months of 2006. 

Wow, okay, now we can solve the 
millions of problems in the bureau- 
cracy, or even in the entire country, 
through instant promotions of gov- 
ernment employees! 

‘Why didn’t we think of that a long 
time ago? 

Anyway, word is out that a shadow 
group was behind the extraordinary 
measure taken by Gloriaetta herself, 
even to the point of eliminating oppo- 
sition from the BIR itself, particularly 
its commissioner. 

From what I heard, to appease 
Bunyag, this cute administration is 
offering him an ambassadorial posi- 
tion. 

‘The rumor in the BIR is that the of- 
fer was made through Gloriaetta’s 
triggerman in the Department of Fi 
nance, who goes by the name of Fi- 
nance Secretary Margarito Teves, 
who never hid his dislike for Bunyag 
since Bunyag’s day one at the bureau. 


BIR, Customs ... 


‘Agencies that issue TCCs include the One- 

Stop Shop Duty and Drawback Center of the 
DOR the Bureau of Internal Revenue and the 
Bureau of Customs. 
+ The problem on tax credit claims was worst 
in the late 1990s when the government lost 
more than P5 billion in potential revenues for 
honoring fraudulent TCCs. 

‘The major tax credit scam suspect was 
Faustino Chingkoe, owner of various garments 
firms that were alleged to have sold fraudulent 
"TCCs to various firms, including giant oil firms 
Pilipinas Shell and Petron Corp. 

Chingkoe is reportedly staying in Canada, 
where he allegedly owns multimillion-dollar 
worth of real estate. 

His brother Felix, who served as main witness 
in the tax credit scam investigation, questioned 
the govenment's inaction on the fake TCCs. 

He said four years have passed since cases 
against Faustino Chingkoe were filed with the 
Ombudsman, but until now there have been 
no efforts to extradite the suspect nor forfeit 
his assets. 


for this year. 

Besides the tax and duty collec- 
tion target of P1.14 trillion, the 
national government also expects 
P98 billion from other revenue 
sources, bringing the total to 
P1.24 trillion. 

These would include dividends 
to be remitted by state-owned 
firms to the national government 
and proceeds from the sale of 
government assets deemed better 


six months to decide whether or not 
to keep Bunyag as BIR commissioner. 
He was the longest OIC ever to have 
served the bureau. 

Here is my take on that offer of the 
Palace: Itsucks! 

1 mean, come on, they are saying 
that Bunyag did a lousy job. The PR 
campaign line in the media demoli- 
tion job against Bunyag is that the 
Palace is sacking him for the BIR's 
failure to meet its collection target for 
every month of the year so far. 
Fired—in short! 

So why, if Bunyag really did a lousy 
job, does the Palace have to reward him 
‘with an ambassadorial position—most 
probably to Europe? Beats me, too! 

It is clear that some shadow groups 
in this cute administration do not like 
Bunyag in the BIR, because he has al- 
ways been against their schemes (and 
there were many) to take control of 
the most important revenue-generat- 
ing outfit of the government, period. 

With Bunyag out of the way, they 
must stand a better chance to imple- 
ment EO 625, together of course with 
the actual questionable design be- 
hindi 

“The order designated a certain Ce- 
sar Lim, who is one of the BIR's nine 
regional district officers in Makati, to 
head the “large taxpayers service.” It 
also specified that Lim would be under 
the office of the deputy commissioner 
for audit and fraud investigation. 

‘Another item in the executive order 
was the creation of the so-called “rev- 
enue enforcement committee.” The 
order also specified that the commit- 
tee would be under the “deputy com- 
missioner for legal, inspection, and 
enforcement group.” That is none oth- 
er than Revenue deputy commissioner 
Gregorio Cabantac, who used to be 
natural resources undersecretary dur- 
ing the time of Natural Resources Sec- 
retary Heherson Alvarez, whom Glori 
aetta had to replace because of opposi- 
tion from NGOs. 

‘And so find out who work for Ca- 
bantac’s appointment to his present 
position in the BIR, and you find out 
who engineered Bunyag's ouster. 
Simple! 


From page BI 


rum by the private sector. 
Economic managers have also 
set the government's expenditure 
ceiling for 2008 at P1.24 trillion 
to achieve a balanced budget. 
Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves earlier said the government 
was bent on keeping its commit- 
ment to meet the zero-deficit goal 
by 2008. Finance officials said this 
would help improve the country’s 
creditimage. Michelle V Remo 


Shares close lower rompesi 


billion changed hands. 

“Investors fretted over the up- 
ward trend in US bond yields so 
they went on a cautious mode 
and started selling whatever 
gains they made in recent ses- 
sions,” said Ron Rodrigo of Uni- 
capital Securities. 

US stocks plunged overnight 
after the yield on 10-year trea- 


suries jumped to a five-year high 
of 5.295 percent. 

"Most of the major drivers of the 
rise in equity markets have always 
been foreign money. So since US 
bond yields are now attractive again 
and are less risky, fund managers 
may move back their money into 
the bond market,” said James Lago 
of Westlink Global Equities. AFP 
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NFA assures public 
of enough rice supply 


shipments are being 
directed to the coun- 
trys transshipment 
points to facilitate dis- 
tribution and assure 


sell rice and other ba- 
sie commodities 
across the country, es- 
pecially in depressed 
communities. 

Aside from giving 
sufficient and eff- 


TRAVEL 
WHEELCHAIR 


MINI-BOB TRAVEL 
WHEELCHAIR 


cient rice allocation, 
the agency was con- 
stantly monitoring 
the market to keep 
track of the price and 
supply of the staple, 
Navarro said. 


By Amy, Remo 


<THE NATIONALFOOD 
Authority has assured 
the public of sufficient 
rice supply for the lean 
months of July to 
September 

As of the first week 
of June, about 7.7 
million bags of rice or 
close to 30 percent of 
the programmed rice 
imports have arrived 
to beef up the coun- 
try’s supply. 

NFA Administrator 
Jessup P Navarro 
said the NFA has con- 
tracted to import 
1.33 million metric 
tons of rice imports. 

He added that the 
agency was continu- 
ously bringing in rice 
„to augment the coun- 
try’s stock inventory. 

“The NFA must al- 
ways maintain its 
readiness to inter- 
vene in the market to 
preempt any unwar- 
ranted increase in the 
price of rice. This is 
especially true now 
that the lean produc- 
tion is about to be- 
gin,” he said. 

“By having sufi- 
cient inventory, the 
NEA effectively keeps 
the price of rice afford- 
able,” Navarro added. 

For this year, the 
Department of Agri- 
culture targets total 
rice production to 
reach 16.2 million 
metric tons. Mean- 
while, palay produc- 
tion for the first half 
of the year is seen to 
reach 6.68 million 
metric tons. 

‘The incoming rice 


the stability of rice 
price in the market, 
‘NFA has prioritized 
building up buffer 
stocks in areas prone 
to calamities, as well 
as in island provinces 
across the country. 
Navarro said the 
NFA rice, which re- 
tails for P18 a kilo, 
was being sold in Tin- 
dahan Natin outlets, 
the Bigasan ni Gloria 
sa Palengke and the 
agency's accredited 
and licensed retailers. 
Navarro added 
that rolling stores op- 
erated by the agency 
were still being de- 
ployed everyday to 
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guaranteed earnings for your PF 
Deposit Amount Interest Rates, % 
Tn Pesos 30 to 360 days 1 Year 
100,000 - 499,999 | 3.25 3.50 
500,000 - 999,999 | 3.50 3.75 
LOMM -499MM | 4.00 4.5 
50MM -999MM | 4,25 450 
10.0MM and up 450 415 
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First Metro 
Save & Learn Equity Fund 


Equity Fand Category _ 
i ist Place 1-year return of 64 LEI 
rata tpn A onesie artis . 
Aig First Metro 
Save & Learn Fixed Income Fund 
Bond Fund Category (Peso ee 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


ONE DAY WITH ME 


With the Master in Entrepreneurship Professors 


Six Entrepreneurial Lessons in Six Hours 


Developing the Entrepreneurial Mindframe 


‘Opportunity Seeking, Screening and Seizing 
Understanding and Delighting Customers 


Enterprise Operations and Delivery Systems 


Entrepreneurial Finance 


Managing People in Small Organizations 


7: 


PROF. ALEJANDRINO J. 


PROF. DANILO A. 3 
FERRERIA ` 


ANTONIO LOPEZ IR. 


“One Day With ME” is an in-depth preview of the Asian Institute of Management's 
(AIM) Master in Entrepreneurship (ME) program, a learn-and-apply course for 
entrepreneurs. 


Featuring some of the best professors of AIM, the ME program is for those who want 
their enterprises to become: 

+ More profitable by adopting the latest management tools and techniques 

+ More productive by vigorously pursuing quality, quantity and cost objectives 

+ More professional by installing the best management practices 


Date: June 20,2007 Venue: SGV Caseroom, 3" Floor, AIM Campus Course Fee: Php 5,000.00 


L 
y 
EQUIS 


For details, please contact Liza Ayalde and Perlita Balilo 
Tel +632892-4011 loc 332and 220 
Email:ace@aimedu 


Eugenio Lopez Foundation Bullding, Joseph R. MeMicking Campus 
123 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 1260 Phi 


First Metro investment 

welcomes another milestone in its 
efforts to be a primemover in the 
development of the Philippine 
capital markets. 


in 2004, First Metro Asset 
Management Inc. (FAMI) was 
formed with the Catholic Education 
Association of the Philippines and 
Marist Brothers Foundation to 
engage in the mutual fund business, 
advocate investment literacy 

and promote savings mobilization. 


"ee 
ine. 
Mos Active in Promefing 
Corporate Social Responsilaility an 


Financial 


FIRST METRO ASSET MANAGEMENT. INC. 


Makati City + Tel. Nos. (632) 840-5751 to 56 Email: FAMI@firstmetro.com.ph + Website: www.fami.com-ph 


Mindanao NGOs and 


Most of them dwell in forests 
but others have established an- 
cestral land and domain claims 
over areas and territories they [ 
claim to be theirs, but are occu- 
pied and used by the govern- 
ment. 

To help these communities, 
an Ancestral Domain Sustain- 
able Development Protection 
Plan was formulated and many 
NGOs, including the Ilin-Value 
‘Added Forestry Management 
Services Foundation (IVAFMS), 
have operations that aim to ben- 
efit the Manobo, Dibabawon, 
Mandaya and Manguguanan 
tribes. 

Some of them focus on the eco- 
nomical development of the 
forests covered by the ancestral 
domain for the IPs to become so- 
cially developed, politically em- 
powered, and economically re- 
liant, thus leading to a productive 
and self-sustaining community. 


Role of NGOs 

‘The role of the NGOs in assist- 
ing the IPs in Mindanao is very 
significant since they help ensure 


THE MORO ISLAMIC LIBERA- 
tion Front has long been asking 
for its own territory, control over 
its economic resources and self- 
governance. 

By having its own ancestral do- 
main, it is assumed that lasting 
peace will finally come to Min- 
danao. 

But because of the delicate na- 
ture of the concept of ancestral 
domain, there are still many is- 
sues and concerns that need to be 
resolved. 

The proposed ancestral do- 
main covers not just the five Mus- 
lim autonomous provinces of 
Basilan, Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Lanao 
del Sur, and Maguindanao, but 
also the other areas in Zamboan- 
ga del Norte, Zamboanga del Sur, 
Zamboanga Sibugay, North Cota- 
bato, Sultan Kudarat, and 
Saranggani provinces where 
there are large communities of 
Muslims and indigenous tribes. 

These indigenous people (IP) 
include the Aeta, Manobo, 
Dibabawon, Mandaya, Isamal, 
Mansaka and Manguguanan 
tribes. 


eas, 


For your Classified and Obituary Ads please call 637-2008 | 


Itis with deep sorrow that we announce the demise of 


ho a? 


CARMEN RUFFY LAHOZ;:;; 
(Mameng) y 


Born on April 5, 1929 in Sta. Cruz, Laguna. 2.” 
She joined her Creator on June 12, 2007. 


é 


Her husband, Bernardo Sr. “Barney/Narding” 
Children, Bernardo Jr. “Jojo” & Vivian “Popoy” Zapanta 
Francisco “Kit” & Magdalena “Jaja” Gabriel 
Manuel “Manny” 
Salvador “Balong” & Lee Cauble 
Roberto “Obet” & Marietta “Ming” Sagun 
Maria Carmen “Baby” 
Grandchildren, Dino, Tommy, & Angel 
Cheska, Francine, & Miggy 
Nick, Kayla, & Trevor 
In-laws, Arleta Navarro Ruffy 
Presentacion “Ising” Lahoz 
Elsie Oliver Lahoz 
Antonio “Tony” and Trinidad “Nida” Lahoz 


Her relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. She will be remembered 
ağ loving wife, mother and grandmother who gave 
{unselfishly of herself to her family. 


Her remains lie in state at the National Shrine of the Divine 


Child’ (@4'Salle Greenhills Chapel). The Mass of the 
Resurrection’ Willtbe celebrated on June 16, 2007 at 9:00 a.m. 


Shem 


aaa 
T HAPPY GOING HOME, f 


MAMA LEA 


(LEA VASQUEZ BAYBAY 


vda. de OLAGUER) 
ULY 25, 1929 - Interment will be on June 16, 2007 at 
Uae ONE ee the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina at 


ROBERTO “BOBBY” RAMIREZ 


‘CATINDIG 
Died on June 10, 2007 
at the age of 63. 
His remains lie in state at the 
Sanctuarium, No. 739 G. Araneta 
Avenue, Quezon City. 


"MINDANAWORLD 


that socioeconomic opportunities 
would reach these far flung ar- 


Ancestral Domain Land Use 

‘There are NGOs that give them 
the needed technical and finan- 
cial assistance and other endeav- 
ors to uplift their moral, social, 
and economic conditions. 

‘Most of them also aim to im- 
prove the physical and mental be- 
ing, as well as health conditions 
ofthe tribal communities, 

Provision of materials, micro- 
finance and extension services, 
and the establishment of a coop- 
erative to bring added value to 
forest and agro-forest activities 
are among the programs being 


Her brothers and sisters, | | 300pm. 
brother and sister-in-laws, | (1 
children and grandchildren, 
other relatives and friends 
request the readers to pray for 
the eternal repose and 
happiness of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at her 
Ancestral House in 
Guinobatan, Albay. 


of Marikina City 


— =k Eee 
PAQUITO SANTOS DE GUZMAN 


“Paquit”, “Kit” 


peacefully joined our Creator on 
June 11, 2007 at the age of 62 
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the ancestral domain agenda 


implemented. 

The so-called ancestral domain 
covers 28,740 hectares and is cat- 
egorized mainly as public forest 
or timberland. 

Within it are tenurial instru- 
ments issued by the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources (DENR), which 
includes an area covered by 
about 480 individual certifi- 
cate of stewardship contract 
spanning, four forest land 
agreements with a total area of 
187 hectares, and one commu- 
nity-based forest management 
agreement enclosing about 
2,766 hectares. 

A sustainable reforestation 
scheme was also designed, 
which called for the proper har- 
vesting of Gemelina, the estab- 
lishment of nurseries for the re- 
maining flora and fauna for 
identification and propagation 
and the protection of palm 
species such as rattan and fiber 
such as abaca. 

Likewise, ordinances to com- 
bat “kaingin” and illegal logging 
willbe enforced. 


To safeguard the ancestral do- 
main from environmental con- 
cerns, enforcement of DENR 
guidelines was promoted in areas 
designated for mining and 
prospecting activities 


Environmental safeguards 

Conservation of wild animals 
and land mammals, as well as en- 
dangered birds species inhabiting 
the ancestral domain, was also 
intensified. 

‘Aside from tourism purposes, 
there are plans to establish 
bridges and landmarks to clean 
waterways, connecting the locals 
to their heritage, thus instilling 
pride and ownership. 

‘The installation and mainte- 
nance of 24 kilometers of farm- 
to-market roads was likewise re- 
quested, as well as the rehabilita- 
tion and electrification of ide 
fied barangays. 


ments, 


Modern facilities 

‘The installation of eight water 
systems was also included in the 
program. 

With the vision to develop 


ITUARIES enna 
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community appreciation of sus- 
tainable reforestation and the 
‘adaptation of biodiversity as an 
integral part of community 
lifestyle, the various NGOs col- 
laborated on the setup of nine el- 
ementary schools, three sec- 
ondary schools, two daycare cen- 
ters, a home for the aged, and six 
tribal health center and medici 
nal gardens. 

‘These will lead to the exten- 
sion of badly-needed basic ser- 
vices to 11 tribal villages/settle- 


Other plans cover the preser- 
vation of the IPs’ cultural her- 
itage, improvement of sanitation 
facilitation and the launch of a 
massive information, education 
and communication campaign to 
help the IPs. 

(oji llagan Bian is a strong and 
respected advocate for the develop- 
ment of the island. She is chair of 
Joji Ilagan Foundation, Philippine 
Call Centers Alliance, Mindanao 
Tech Voc Schools Association; Min- 
danao Rep, Export Development 
Council. Email comments jojib- 
ian2@yahoo.com) 


(Former Adjutant General of the Armed Forces of the Philip} 


peacefully joined our Creator and lovingly 


eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Sanctuarium, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Fort Bonifacio, Makati City, after the 9:00 A.M. Mass at the Sanctuarium. 


Colonel PEDRO SAMBRANO HERNANDO, SR (Ret) ` 


es) 


reunited with his wife Beatriz Salinda-Hernando (+) on June 12, 2007 at the age of 100. 


His bereaved children Elizabeth and Pedro Horea, Erlinda (+) and Cesar dela Paz, National 
Food Authority Deputy Administrator Pedro Jr., Jaime and Eleanor Hernando; grandchildren: 
Anna Cristina, Mikey & Melissa, Luis Enrico & Isabel request the pious readers to pray for the 


Interment will be on Saturday, June 16, 2007, 11:00 A.M., Libingan ng mga Bayani, 


Gn Toying Memory 
On the 4th Death Anniversary of 


ALEXANDRA “RIA” P. ROQUE 


on June 14, 2007. 
‘The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered today at the following churches: 


Chapel of St. Thomas More (Ateneo-Rockwell) 6:05 pm 
Sacred Heart Parish, Kamuning «nm 5:15am 
St, John the Baptist Parish, Pinaglabanan St, San Juan 5:45 am 
Mount Carmel Shrine, Quezon CIty eon ce 6:00am 
Nuestra Señora De Gracia Parish, Guadalupe Viejo, Makati City 6:00 am 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Antipolo Cathedral sau... 8:00 am 
St. John Mary Vianney Parish, Antipolo City i 6:00 am 
Mary the Queen Parish, Greenhills, ents 6:00am 
Sta. Maria Della Strada Parish, Katipunan Rd., Quezon City... 6:00 am 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish, Bel-Air Il, Makati City 6:30 am 
St. John Bosco Parish, Makati Clty a... i 6:30 am 
San Agustin Chapel, Dasmariñas Village, Makati City 6:45 am 
Christ the King Parish, Green Meadows, Quezon City 7:00 am 
San Agustin Church, Intramuros, Manlia ~.. 7:00am 
Sta. Teresita Church, Kanlaon, Quezon City. 7.00. am 
Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon Bivd., Quezon Cit... 7:00 am 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kanlaon, Quezon City 7:00 am 
‘Sanctuario De San Jose, Greenhills, Mandaluyong City... 7:15am 
Blessed Sacrament Fathers & Brothers (Sta. Cruz Church), Manila 8:00am 
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene, Quiapo, Manila “atte 40:00 am 
Sancta Maria Stella Orientis Oratory... is 

St. Jerome Emillani & St. Susana Parish, Ayala Alabang Village 
‘Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park ... 

National Shrine of the Sacred Heart, Makati City 

St. Alphonsus Mary De Liguori Parish, Magallanes .... 

Parish of the Holy Sacrifice (U.P.) Dillman, Quezon City 

Saints Peter & Paul Parish ... se OS 
Parish of St. James the Great, Ayala Alabang Village 

Manila Metropolitan Cathedral-Basllica wninenun nnn 
Shrine of Mary, Queen of Peace (Our Lady of Edsa), Quezon 
‘Shrine of San Lorenzo Ruiz... j 

‘Our Mother of Perpetual Help Church .. 

St. Francis Parish en neunnmern 

Chapel of the Sacred Heart 


Her family requests relatives and friends 
to remember her in their prayers. 
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7:00pm 
7:00am 
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7:00am 
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d MARGARITA V. PURUGGANAN 3 


of Tuguegarao City 


Peacefully joined the Lord 
‘on June 11, 2007 at the age of 82. 


Her children Teresa and Joselito, Emil and Carole, Francis 
and Candy, Milet and Arnel; her loving grandchildren Ken-Ken, 


Interment will be tomorrow, 
June 15, 2007 at Guinobatan 
$ Catholic Cemetery. 


~ea 


For your Classified Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 
Head Office: 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 
899-4425; 899-4427; 897-8425 (Telefax) 
Cubao: 912-9008 to 11 (Aurora) 
Makati: 892-5578; 811-4361; 811-4370 
Kalaw: 528-0213; 527-3342 
Megamall: 635-0219; 635-0220 


A loving husband to his wife Lulu, responsible father to 
his children and children-in-law Peachy & Joey, and 
Onad and a sweet and funny “Dada” to his grandsons 
Reggie and Martin. A very dedicated employee, who has 
served Meralco for 42 years. 

His body lies in state at Paket Santiago Memorial Homes, 
9 V. Gomez St, San Roque, Marikina City. 

Interment will be at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina 
City after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at the Our Lady of the 
Abandoned Parish on June 16, 2007. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: © Copy of Devik Certifies © Any Wentifentondourent (LD) 


WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS and bank-to-bank payments 


Jazzmine, EJ, John Paul, Cheeny & Junior, sister Dominga 
Menor, Digno & Beatriz, relatives and friends request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul 

Her remains lie in state at No. 30 Blumentritt St., Tuguegarao 
City, 

Interment will be announced later. 
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__“FokGod soloved the-world, 


_that He gavé.His only begottelh Son, that=> 


‘whoever belieyés in Him shall not perish 
but have'everlasting Jife.” 


saent 


Classified Ads 


Pogelbig HDMF AB & A14 
Psalm M 
Isabela Electric A9 
University of cy 
the Phils. 
Puerto Princesa A9 
Water Dist. 
Lond Transportation A16 
Office 
lark Development Alé 
Dept. of N7 
yrorian Reform 
PhilRice 
Bohol | Electric 
DOLE-NCR 
COMELEC 
PROCEDC 
Fuller Life 
Benjamin Des 
Benny Odulio 
Manila Watch 
Leoncio Nodal 
Secondo Watch 


A20 
A20 
A20 
A248 M25 


friends of a 
loved one 
who had just 
passed 
away. 


We accept 
death no- 
tices, 
announcing 
details of the. 
person’s 
wake and 
interment. 
For a very 
affordable fee 
you can 
reach out to 
everyone who 
have been a 
part of the 
life of your 
dearly 
departed. 
For more 
information, 
you may 
contact 
Inquirer 
Classifieds at 
(02)897 
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Bidders nacta anim agt 


BSP says M3 - 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


l BUSINESS 


mpire East bullish, to spend P7-8B 0 


ByElizabethSanchez-Lacson in this (middle-income) market 

validates our view thatit isa sta- 

ble market,” Yu said in an inter? 
view yesterday. 

The two condominium pro- 

jects that will be pre-sold this 


HOUSING DEVELOPER EMPIRE 
East Land Holdings Inc., will 
spend roughly P7 to P8 billion 
over the next five years on condo- 


ties, repayment of loans and operating 
costs. 

‘The company has standby bank credit facil- 
ities that could partly finance the future ac- 
quisition of properties and other urgent capi- 

“tal expenditures. 


on its construction and development activ: 
ities. The company has completed 98 per- 
cent of its medium rise residential build- 
ing, California Garden Square project in 
Mandaluyong. 

A total of 17 towers were turned over'to 


growth slowed 
down in May 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS SAID 
the growth in money supply may have slowed 
down in May due to the implementation of 
tightening measures. 

"These measures were estimated to have si- 
phoned off about P200 billion in excess mon- 
ey from the system. 

“Latest figures show us that we may expect 
a deceleration in the annual growth of the 
M3,” BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. told 
reporters. 

Money supply, as measured by the M3, had 
been posting a year-on-year growth of over 
20 percent in the past months. 

Tn April, money supply grew by 26.4 per- 
cent. 

M3, a broad measure of money, includes 
currency in circulation, savings deposits, de- 
mand and time deposits, and repurchase 
agreements, among others. 

Tetangco said M3 growth likely settled be- 
low 26 percent in May, but still short of the 
government's goal of slowing the growth 
‘down to less than 20 percent to keep prices of 
basic commodities stable. 

‘One of the measures passed to tighten 
money supply was to allow trust departments 
of banks to directly deposit to the BSP 

‘Another is to encourage government- 
owned and -controlled corporations (GOCCs) 
to park their funds with the central bank by 
offering them special interest rates. 


NZ firms to buy 
$30M worth of 
RP agri products 


By Amy R. Remo 


NINE NEW ZEALAND FIRMS HAVE PLEDGED 
«to buy at least $30 million worth of fresh and 
processed agro-fishery exports from the 
Philippines, due in part to the Department of 
Agriculture's product exhibit and selling mis- 
sion last month. 

Agriculture Undersecretary Bernadette Ro- 
mulo-Puyat said in a statement that these 
firms were James Crisp Ltd., Fusion Market- 
ing Ltd., Ashon Ventures Ltd., Tres Marias 
‘Trading Ld., Panamex Pacific Exporters, Kau- 
ri New Zealand, T&J Group Ltd., RC Consult- 
ing Group Ltd. and the Philippine Trade and 
Tourism Group. 

Romulo-Puyat said these firms will import 
mangoes, bananas, pineapples, dried man- 
goes, banana chips, desiccated coconut, 
canned sardines, ready-mix sauces, dried an- 
chovies and squid, pili nuts, biscuits, juice in 
tetra paks, spices, fresh coconut and fresh co- 
cojuice. 

“The New Zealand market can be tapped for 
the export of Filipino food products like sardines, 
ready-mix sauces and fresh and processed fruit 
products, considering that 45,000 Filipinos live 
in New Zealand,” Romulo-Puyat said. 

She added that these firms had committed 
to buy Philippine food products during a 
product exhibit and business matching ses- 
sion that the DA had helped organize during 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's recent 
‘state visit in Auckland, New Zealand. 


year are Pioneer Woodlands in 
Mandaluyong City and Little 
Baguio Terraces in Greenhills, 
San Juan. 

Pioneer Woodlands, a nine- 
tower project, will be on Pioneer 
Avenue in Mandaluyong, which 
has 3,000 unit 

Little Baguio, on the other 
hand, has 2,000 units. 

For 2007, the company be- 
lieves that’ the collection of 
trade receivables amounting to 
P2.2 billion will be sufficient 
to cover its expected construc- | x- 
tion and development activi- 


miniums catering to the middle 
income market. 

Empire East is 45.87-percent 
owned by Megaworld Corp. 

Empire East president Anthony 
Charlemagne Yu said yesterday 
the five-year budget plan would 
be financed largely by internally 
generated funds. 

Yu said that for this year alone, 
Empire East will start pre-selling 
two condominium projects that 
target those who can afford units 
costing between P1 and P3 mil- 
tion. 

“We believe that the activity 


Last year, Empire East spent P1.1 billion 


buyers. : 
pes 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
‘DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Big, EDSA Greenit, Mandstjeng Cty, Mero Maria 
CORPORATION FINANCE DEPARTMENT 


FIRST METRO SAVE & LEARN 


Registration of Securities 
EQUITY FUND, INC. 


-Registrant - 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that an Amended Registration Statement was filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission on May 24, 2007, on behalf of FIRST METRO SAVE & LEARN 
EQUITY FUND, INC. for the registration of One Hundred Fifty Million (150,000,000) common 
shares with the par value of One Peso (1.00) each, or an aggregate value of One Hundred Fifty 
Million Pesos (P150,000,000) representing the latest increase in its authorized capital stock. 


100 MAKE YOUR 


PES 


According to the papers/ documents presented, the following persons are the directors/ officers 
of the corporation. 


NAME 
Antonio M. Bernardo! 
Edwin B. Valeroso 

Bro. Manuel V. De Leon, FMS 
Gloria C. Garovillo 

| Danilo G. Olondriz 


POSITION 

Acting Chairman/ Independent Director 
President/ Director 

Director 

Independent Director 

Chief Financial Officer 

Corporate Secretary 

‘Treasurer 

Compliance Officer 


INVESTMENT INTEREST RATE 
P5000- 999,999 x 
P 1,000,000 - 4,999,999 6.00% 
P 5,000,000 - UP 6.25% 


Loof' ing affer fon 


Bank of Commerce 


Atty. Nimfa B. Pastrana 
Marie Arabel 
Jonathan T. Tabac 


Veron 


Said Amended Registration Statement and other papers/documents attached thereto are 
‘open to inspection by interested parties during business hours and copies thereof, photostatic or 
Stherwwise, may be furnished every party at such reasonable fees as the Commission may 
prescribe. 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2485 
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7 Ananin Mi Beraard has bron designated athe Acting Chairman nthe view of Me Victor C Magli resignation lasi 
Dender 10 The th dior wil be eed in the coming neu siockholders meeting 


WE BUY at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Center 
5646593 5897041 
0917-8473744 
Rm. 603 Manila Pavilon 
Hotel and 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Giorietta-2 Makati 


OR GET AN HP PROLIANT 
ML1 15 SERVER 
2 AT A PRICE OF A DESKTOP 


BEST PRICE 
SPOT CASH 
8341572 
8316712 


STAY AS YOU ARE 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GVEN 
THAT THE ESTATE OF 
THE LATE JUANITA DE 
JESUS iAO WAS 
‘ADJUDICATED TO HER 
SOLEHEIR BENJAMEN DEE 
KOK KENG (AL SO KNOWN 
AS BENJAMIN DEE) AS 
PER DOC. NO. 163, PAGE 
M, BOOK NO. Il. SERIES 
OF 2007 OF NOTARY 
PUBLIC RANON L CARPIO 
OF ASG CITY. 

Porno 1082, 207) 


Purchasing a server for your office requirements is now financially feasible. Starting at 
P46,500, you can now easily afford the reliability and stability proven by HP servers. 
Powered by Second-Generation AMD Opteron™ processor and embedded SATA RAID 
0,1,5, the HP Proliant ML115 Server delivers guaranteed performance and availability for 
your growing business requirements. Delivering constant uptime, with minimal deployment 
‘and less maintenance-hassle at a fraction of the cost. Providing greater efficiency that lets 
you respond to your customers needs faster. 


09178884040 
7269687 
emai wehdnatc pal con 
“PRORSSION  CRENLE™ 
PAWN"BUY*SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Gloneta 1 
Tels 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Makati 
“elt 889-7956 


Invitation to Bid 
Dart Philippines Inc. is inviting al interested 
bidders to come and view Various 
Manufacturing equipment, Compression 
Molding equipment, ableting machines, air 
compressors iT. Equipment etc.” 


Location: 116 Progress Avenue Carmeiray industria! 
Park, Ganlubang, Laguna, 
“Telephone Number 888-08-00 
(Contact Person: Jun Catalan 
Viewing starts on June 15-20, 2007 
from 9:00 am lo 6:00 pm 
Deadline for submission of bid 


ecu sa ht 21,2007 -12.00-n00 


Why run the risk? Upgrade your support level with HP Care Pack Services 
to keep your business up and running with guaranteed same-day response. 


Panir nannan — 
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PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
febentacs Togas ry 63k 
PROC "fet No 9001320, coxa 6380 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


“Ths PNOC-Eneray Development Corporation is invling al ntersted suppers to apy 
and suoma sated bids forthe supply and Gelvery of he owing: 

‘tem Description Approved Budget 
Portable Thermographie infrared Scanner under GH 708863. “Prips 900,000.00 
Portable Ultrasound Machine undar CE 702618 Pup2230.00000 
Eigibiity forms end bidding documents shall be avaiable for issuance at the above 
tsusross oi. Diana Lejano staring June 14, 2007, kom 8:20 AM 10 3.30 PM and upon 
payman al a not-retundale foe of PHP1.500 b0 por document 


For purposes of clariying coriin matiars, a pro-bidding conteronce shai be heid on 
20:00am fo GH 0S and une 22, 2007, 10:20 Ad for CE 702618 
ove ad 


Applications for eligily and sealed bids shali be subi 1o, and registered wih the 
ROE EDC Sunpiy. Property and Materials Manegamant Division ati ebove address 
‘ot leter nan 2:08 pm. (Supply Management Department Office Wall Clock Time] on 
aly 42007 for GH T0863 and July 4,2007 for CE 702818 Pubic opening of bide shal 
iow immadatoy Waceaer Late bids shall not be accepted. 


Prospective bidders shal signify conformance 1o the bidding toms and conditions. as 
fequred, ond shal ensure he same ough propor submasior/execuon. Source of 
{Scting is trom intemal Cash Goneroton af PNOC-EDC. AT bids shouid be within 1e 
Approved Budget for 1na Contract in order 1 qual 


PNOC-Enargy Davelopment Corporation reserves height to annul the bidding proces, 
{Brojecteny otal mas 1 waive any informality nthe bids rcelved and to accepi such bid 
Wien a most advantageous Io PNOC-EDC winavi hereby Inouring tabiy oe alloted 
Sader or braders or ary ebigation 1o form ine aitected bidder or bers othe grounds) 
forPNOC-EDCs acion. 


nach a Mita Windows® Serves 2003 O18 frome 
fe (pot renner AIFS ANT] wan or Pues LTS Saver 
n S tenem ot on HP AC reg Pocket PC 


Mane 
EES amd 0/5 met bu pected ede 
2 Recon A 
3 onan ses ween on contre 


From May 1 to Jun 30, 2007, get instant P5,000 discount when you 
Trop Plant M13 Server Gnd HP StorageWorks DAT 72 a are ive in a single Purchase Order.” 


1-800-1441-6688 

or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 

www. iloveproliant.com.ph 


TERMS AO CONDITIONS Piease vist won ovepotant com ph for terms and cantons 


{@2007 one Packard Development Company? Al ight served. AMO, the AMO arrow logo, AMD Operon and combinations thereof, are trademarks of Advanced Micro Device, ne. The HP Contact 
530pm 


ES Chairman, Bids and Awards Commitee Cena aratate Mondays tu Fay 830! 


GREENBELT 
CHANCELLOR 


een 
The Art of Living Well 


People are snapping up our condo units 
obviously because of their incomparable location. 
Here are other equally compelling reasons. 


Introduced just two months ago, Greenbelt Chancellor has only half of its units still open to takers. 
Obviously, people love the fact that its fab location close to the exciting Greenbelt block puts them literally 
steps away from a whole lot of'important places. From the most prestigious offices to the snazziest shops and 
restaurants. From the latest entertainment houses to the most modern medical centers and the finest schools. 

Greenbelt Chancellor is indeed the perfect choice for those looking for a condo in an unbeatable location. 
But there are other very good reasons why it's become the biggest buzz among property hunters. For one, 
its executive studios to three-bedroom suites come pre-furnished with first-rate furniture and home appliances. 
Then, too, wide windows bring you stunning views of Greenbelt and the city. And you can relax in private 
at the seventh-level play deck, with its lap pool, fitness center, spa and lush garden. 

Best of all, Greenbelt Chancellor gives you more bang for the buck with the friendliest price/payment 
package in town. 

Greenbelt Chancellor. An extraordinarily pampering lifestyle you can call your very own. 
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"furniture/home appliances include: 7 


Pre-furnished units available for as low as 


s 


= IE EEE TES 
+ Air-conditioning unit/s a a - 

* Modern kitchen and utility appliances No down payment for 60 months. 
« Furnishings for the living/dining areas and bedroom/s 


Come to our Grand Launch and view our showroom/model unit 
on June 15 (Fri.), 9 am to 10 pm, at The Club, Greenbelt Parkplace, A Laury Residential Development of; 
112 C. Palanca St., Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


masesei Companies| MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


867-8035 + rief: 867-8001 + 867-8826 oc. 222 + ceio. 0917-8842880 Drane 


E-mail: mebd-salesservices@megaworldcorp.com werwmegaworldcorp.com 
G/F The World Centre Building, 330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, Metro Manila 10 9001:2000 CERTIFIED & 4 ALLIANCEGLOBAL 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

(3 Treats and a feast 

for Dad /c2 

© The world’s cuisine 3 4 3 2 
in just one place /C5 3 Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


sms feedback: inquirer life name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at lifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 
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Florendo instilled in her students the 
| desire for perfection and dedication 


their music has 
been branded as 
“melodious drama”. 


CAKE Decorating Grand Dame 
Avelina Florendo 


arema 


MS FLORENDO’S 


The flower mak cae 


KITCHEN RESCUE 
Reggie Aspiras 


short courses on baking and 

decorating. I have two ques- 
tions. Gum paste now is hard to do 
because it does not like to set. Who 
do you think is the best person I 
could learn flower making from? 
Please help me find a good recipe 


for flowers and recommend metoa |! i i 
good teacher. Keep up kitchen res- 
cue! 
CORITA, CEBU r 
Do I know a good cake decorating teacher? |? eee. 
Of course! She is an Ices Hall of Famer (Inter- B 
national Cake Exploration Society, the largest 


and most prestigious organization of sugar 7 
a tnle 1 TO GET YOU STARTED: 
world), the one and only Asian ever been be-|pi-aeemeas=rawe "707mm" 

stowed the society's highest honors. Her 
name is Avelina Florendo and this tribute to 


fae coe cae org redoa e COSMETIC FILLERS 
in my early teens, T shared your dream, to = e NUTRACELL-FACE 


bake and decorate beautiful cakes. That is 3 "h 

Row my path eosed with tac ofthe grand fi] Sy {k ds © WART REMOVAL 
dame of cake decorating in he coun, Aveli- | 4o LASER ACNE TREATMENT 
na Florendo. F i 

Tt was from her that I learned to measure Ẹ PENA ®SKIN WHITENING 
accurately, bake precisely, hold a piping bag a á 
correctly, temper chocolate perfectly, ice a 
cake and roll fondant seamlessly and, need I 
say pipe borders and flowers impeccably? 

She instilled in us, her students, the virtue 
of patience, the desire for perfection and the 
need for total dedication. She worked us to 
the bone and led by example. `\ LATEST 

This is precisely why she is mentor to many ESC 
of the best bakers/decorators in the country- AEROBICS. 
Penk Ching, Jill Sandique and Heny Sison are 
but a few of them. 

‘The days when we were her students'are 
long gone. We each moved on to pursue fur- 
ther our dreams. Many teachers also came 
and went in our lives, all of them making their 
distinct mark in our careers. Lh A) 

But it is to Ms Florendo that we owe our BE mia a. sate 
rheumatism, arthritis, frozen shoulders and P — X 2 
back pains, living proof of howhard shemade |f” (e) 
va war Bun, paing those aches and pains A ONE-STOP CENTER FOR 


aside, she has our immense gratitude for all 


thar she taught us, which had remained with i x sa f FITNESS, SKIN, BopY & FACE. : 


Ms Florendo, thank you for taking my little 
dreams seriously. To you, I owe a part of whol 


3 FITNESS CENTERS 
am. Iwill always remember all that youhave | GALL US: the AO aaah oceans) an 
done for me! o, commen We Erao on i 
‘As for gum paste flowers Corita, goodluck! | FITNESS HOTLINE Ry (}} \j w Fesina Not Bog mave Ayo Cenler #31 Annapolis 
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I SELL CAKES AND TOOK SOME 


e MESO WHITE { 
e MESO REJUVENATION | 


EET cet 


i a ; x f 36-06 
This is the worst time of year to make them, -on daun ae è mme me uee Bane 
especially considering how humid it has been = PASAY ROAD Pasi SM NORTH susic nvon 
PE p CALL US > yaona aobemedeorMich Mendtersoch | Beth py EONA 
: | F Lower Grand At 2 Times Square 28F holaigor Pra 

Here is Ms Florendo's Cold Porcelain i ee eran Reatiwoy HN. DelaCosa 
Recipe. She finds it better than gum paste, | SKIN HOTLINE 926.42 252-6514 814-0138 
easier to work with, more resilient, unaffect- ” “SAIN CENTERS. MASANG: Noute 7750587707183) 2510 BINONDO: Corot 242 07 8 / 0178224399 CALOOCAN: Oivo / Roda 3957653 
fed by humidity It also lasts for years. The | MOBILE O91-SLIMIMERS. www.simmorswordcomph SERS ao Ta Sa TROIS, ta rono tas 7 anc 8930005  MEGAMAL: Bionco Gom 63775431620 97 S3 
NUMBER € 


flower f t edi- 75466377 inquire@slimmersworld.com.ph MALE: Yeotte / Gein 52598 91 / 0021 4869423 PASAY ROAD: Kathy 887 35 30 /0915 680 3088 PASIG: Jhon / Gladys 647 38 16 / 0928 4763108 
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Choose bayanDSL 


NO RETURN, NO EXCHANGE ? we to enjoy a reliable worry-free DSL connection. 
DON'T GET STUCK WITH A BAD.DSL SERVICE. \ Enjoy it 24/7, or you get your money back. 


Up to 768kbps for only P899 - Call 449-3118 "Aco -< 


DEEP-FRIED 
Oyster and 
Lobster 
Crispy Rolls 


This 
Father's 
Day, 
Sofitel 
Philippine 
Plaza 
invites 
you to let 
dad feel 
your love 
with good 
food and 


yummy Be 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER =m ne 


LIFESTYLE 


CHEFS Carlos Carvallo, Ramiro Sitjar and Rodel Galvez 


surprises 


DINING OUT 
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Sweet 


By Pam Pastor 


E WORKS HARD TO MEET NOT 

He ct but aeo your a, 
igences. He is seemingly tireless and 

always has time for you, no matter what. 

You feel his love in many many 
ways—from his willingness to drive you 
around to his constant, unwavering love and 
his fervent protection. 

On Father's Day, it is time for the tables to 
tum. It is your turn to shower dear old dad 
with love. 

Sofitel Philippine Plaza Manila has planned 
an oyster feast and sweet treats for dads on 
that day. 

Spiral’s lavish oyster feast features an array 
of oysters and seafood cooked to mouth-wa- 
tering perfection in the restaurant's seven 
cooking theaters. 

Visit the Mediterranean kitchen where you 
can find a seafood bar stocked with fresh oys- 
ters, lobsters and mussels 

The kitchen also offers seafood antipas- 
to—from Crab Oyster Salad and Poached 
Oyster on Curry Mousseline to Lobster Salad 
with Lime Mango Dressing. If dad loves pasta, 
he can enjoy the Homemade Linguine Pasta 
with Bacon-wrapped Oyster and Lobster 
Sauce. 

The Oyster and Spinach Gratin is worth 
tasting, too. But the must-try is the Fried 
Pecan-crusted Oyster Creole Style—it is a de- 
licious explosion of flavors and textures. 


Japanese variations ee 

‘The-Japanese kitchen will prepare Oyster 
Tempura, Crunchy Oyster Fry and Hamachi 
Nigiri Sushi while the Chinese kitchen will 
serve Deep-fried Oyster and Lobster Crispy 
Roll and Steamed Oysters and Lobster with 
Garlic Sauce 

If your dad loves the grill, he can enjoy 
flaming hot grilled oysters, lobster tails and 
other seafood and steaks that he can drizzle 
with many kinds of exotic sauces. 

For dessert, Spiral has prepared a number 
of sweet treats in addition to their signature 
desserts, Halo Halo station, chocolate chip 
cookies, crepes, ice cream and candies. Dad 
can enjoy Almond “Cigar” with Amaretto 

ream Filling, Fresh Strawberries marinated 
in Grand Marnier and Coconut Pineapple and 
Tanduay Brilée. Sparkling wines and cham- 
pagnes are available, too. 


Fathers Day specials 
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CRUSTASIA opens in Trinoma. The 
restaurant's new dishes include Peranakan 
Chicken Curry, Thai Fish Pancake, Beef 
Rendang, Buttered Oatmeal Prawns, Char 
‘Tow Kueh, Claypot Chicken Rice, Cold 
Shanghainese Tofu, Fish Head Curry Soup, 
Hokkien Fried Noodle, Tahi Fish Pancake, 
Pomelo Salad, Thai Stuffed Eggplant, Thai 
Vegetable, Mixed Sambal Seafood and 
more. Crustasia’s Grand Singaporean 
‘Seafood Buffet is available 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
and 6-9 p.m., Friday-Sunday, at the 
Podium branch (tel. 7285463, 6313857, 
9013607). 


TRADERS HOTEL MANILA IS PROVIDING A 
selection of Father's Day specials on June 17. Lo- 
catedon the hotel's second level, Traders Café 
(6237011 local 2402) is offering a buffet lunch of 
appetizers, salads and desserts 11:30 am.-3 
p.m. Hot dishes include grilled chicken in cilantro 
garlic sauce, roast pork loin with rosemary and 
Madeira sauce, minced beef with onion mustard 
sauce, penne con chorizo, stir-fried highland 
vegetables with shitake sauce, mixed fried rice, 
and steamed pandan rice. The buffet lunch is 
priced at P525 per person, plus a 10-percent ser- 
vice charge and 12.85-percent government tax. 
Kids 5 years and below are free of charge, while 
those aged between 6 and 11 will get 50-percent 
discount. Families with a maximum of two chi 
dren and two adults per group can enjoy tree ac- 
cess to the swimming pool, and fathers will also 
receive a special gift from the hotel. 


KIMPURA Japanese Restaurant offers special 
treat for dads. At the teppanyaki section, Dad can 
enjoy good Japanese steaks, freshly cooked and 
served, plus a wide selection of other teppan 
dishes like the Angus rib eye steak. As a toastto 
Dad, he gets a glass of wine compliments of the 
house on Father's Day. Open daily for lunch and 
dinner, Kimpura is located at 2/L, Glorietta 2, Ay- 
ala Center, Makati (tel. 8932307, 8924456) and 
Greenhills Shopping Genter, San Juan (tel 
7218816, 7218851). 


CASA ARMAS, known tor its rich Spanish food and 
tradition, offers special meals for Father's Day. 
‘There's the Chuleton Segoviano, cooked and served 
the Segovia way. Segovia in Spain is one of the 
finest old cities in the world and is famous for its 
culinary flavor. Another must-try is the Paella Valen- 
ciana. All fathers who will dine on June 17 get a 
‘complimentary glass of Spanish red wine. Call Casa 
‘Armas at G/F Podium (6873663), Jupiter 
(8973542) and 3/F Greenbelt 3 (7574996). 


OLD SWISS INN Makati and Alabang treats Papa 
toa free glass of house wine on Father's Day. The 
restaurant that serves authentic Swiss cuisine is 
open everyday. With ample basement parking, 
Old Swiss Inn Makati is at G/F, Somerset Olympia 
Building, Makati Avenue (beside The Peninsula 
Manila, tel. 818825 1/0098). Oid Swiss Inn Ala- 
bang is at 2/F, BMW Autozentrum Building, Com- 
merce Avenue corner Madrigal Avenue (tel. 
8032326 or 8092342). The branch is open Tues- 
day-Sunday, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 6-11 p.m. 


‘THE ASCOT MAKATI joins the annual celebra- 
tion of Father's Day with a special set menu. It 
features Grilled Cajun Prawn on Crisp Caesar Sal- 
ad, Australian Beet Tenderioin Crusted with Roast 
Garlic and Peppercorn, Creamed Spinach, 
Sautéed Mushrooms and Herbs with Whipped 
Potatoes, Key Lime Pie with Ice Cream, coffee or 
selection of teas and chocolate truffles. The meal 
is priced at P1,250 per person, exclusive of ser- 
vice charge and applicable government tax. The 
Ascott Makati Dining Room is at Level 6, Glorietta 
4, Ayala Center, Makati City, tel. 7298888 local 
8109. 


‘SUSHI-YA celebrates Father's Day with a bottle of 
red or white wine and free California Maki (eight 
pieces). Try the Chicken Teriyaki Bento Box for 
two and get free Kani Salad for Dad. Complete the 
celebration with a side order of Dynamite 
Roll—Salmon Sashimi, Ebi Tempura and Tuna 
Sashimi (tel. 6319998 or 3723721 for delivery) 


PARADIZOO Theme Farm (Panungyan, Mendez, 
Cavite) features chet Gabriel Montenegro's spe- 
cialty dishes: the Pakbong (sautéed shrimp, 
garlic, onions, pepper with special black sauce) 
‘and the Cat Shalabong (special rice noodles 
with peanuts, vegetables, blue marlin, tanigue 
with special black sauce). Call 8999819 or 
8999824. 


treats 
and an oyster 


‘COCONUT 

Pineapple- 
ge Tanduay 
& Bralée 
Te 


LINGUINE Pasta with Bacon-wrapped Oyster 


SAUTEED Lobster 
Singapore Style (left) 
and Oyster Fry 


Other surprises for dad include perfume 
giveaways from Polo Double Black, Attitude 
By Giorgio Armani and Amor Pour Homme by 
Cacharel, and family portraits for the first 300 
families to dine at Spiral. 

And, if dad loves champagne, Le Bar's High 
Champagne and Chocolates promotion might 
be a good choice. An order of a glass of 
Christophe champagne gets you another glass 
free, along with Galette's freshly made pra- 
lines. 

Call 5515555 local 1086. 


PEKING GARDEN offers this Father's Day two premium set menus 
(good for 12 persons) from its Hong Kong chefs. Premium Set Menu! 
has suckling pig combination, braised shark's fin soup, Peking duck, 
prawns on zucchini, steamed lapu-lapu, stewed Tientsin cabbage in 
supreme soup, deep-fried peppercorn crabs, Fookien fried rice, 
steamed supreme soup and pork dumplings, and chilled mango shale 
with sago. Premium Set Menu Il has four kinds of appetizer fish lip 
soup, Peking duck, sautéed whelk and shrimps, Peony fish fillet, 
soaked zucchini, deep-fried peppercorn crabs, braised e-fu noodles, 
steamed supreme soup and pork dumplings, and chilled almond jelly. 
Peking Garden (8179066/9067), open daily for lunch and dinner, is at 
2, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati. 


TAGAYTAY Residence Inn 
(km. 65 Barrio Neogan, 
‘Tagaytay City) features native 
fare such as Sinigang na ‘ 
Baboy and Boneless Bangus. 
‘Treat dads to Oriental and 
Japanese cuisine. View deck 
rooms are available for 
overnight accommodation: 

The inn is also ideal for 
meetings and conferences 

(tel. 8999824, 8999819 and 
8957142). 
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SHOW DAD HE IS SPECIAL THIS 
Father's Day. 

‘Treat him to these delectable 
recipes from San Miguel Pure Foods 
Culinary Center. For other recipes, 
Jog on to www.mygreatfood.com. 


Pancake Coffee Tower 

Ingredients: 

3 pack Magnolia Pancake Plus 

2Ycwater 

5 peegg white 

Lisp cream of tartar 

Coffee Buttercream: 

5 pcegg white 

1 tsp cream of tartar 

Lesugar 

2 c Magnolia Gold Buttes, cubed 
and chilled 

2 tbsp San Mig Coffee Instant 
Coffee, dissolved in 2 tbsp hot wa- 
ter 

Procedure 

Grease a 9” round pan. Set aside. 

Preheat oven to 320°E 

Combine pancake mix with water 
in a bowl. Mix until smooth. Cover 
and set aside. 

With an electric mixer, beat egg 
whites until foamy. Add cream of tar- 
tar and beat until stiff peaks are 
formed. Fold in the pancake batter 
with the egg foam. Pour into the pre- 
pared pan. Bake for 40 minutes or 
until toothpick inserted comes out 
clean. Let cake cool before frosting. 

‘To make coffee buttercream: Com- 


bine egg white, cream of tartar and 
sugar in a bowl. Whip over double 
boiler until sugar is completely melt- 
ed. Transfer to an electric mixer and 
beat until tripled in volume. Add the 
butter one at a time until all the but- 
ter pieces have been added. Pour in 
the coffee and mix until well-blend- 
ed. Frost cooled cake. 
Serves 8-10 


Grilled Lamb Chops 
in Adobo Marinade 

Ingredients: 

1 k Monterey Lamb Chops, %4” 
thick 

Marinade: 

1/3 cdry red wine 

% c Purefoods Supremo Cane 
Vinegar 

4 tsp soy sauce 

2 tbsp crushed garlic 

2tspsalt 

1 tsp freshly ground black pepper 

1/3 c Magnolia Nutri-Oil 

Yacwater 

salt and pepper to taste 

Procedure 

Combine all marinade ingredients 
ina bowi, except 2 tablespoons of oil 
‘Add lamb chops and mix well. Refrig- 
erate overnight. 

Strain lamb chops (reserve mari- 
nade). 

Boil marinade until reduced. Ad- 
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Surprise for Dad 


just salt and pepper to taste. Set 
aside. 
Grill chops for 4 minutes per side. 
Serve chops with sauce on the side. 
Makes 6-8 servings 


Grilled Chicken Leg Quarters 
with Coffee Sauce 

Ingredients: 

1 k Magnolia Chicken station cut- 
ups, leg quarters 

Coffee Sauce: 

1 cboiling-hot water 

Yapconion, quartered 

1 thsp soy sauce 

1 tbsp Purefoods Supremo Cane 
Vinegar 

Ya tbsp molasses 

1 clove garlic, coarsely chopped 

1a pejalapefio 

Yacmaple syrup 

Yachoney 

Ltspsalt 

¥atsp black pepper 

Ya tbsp Magnolia Nutri-Oil 

1/8 c San Mig Instant Coffee 

sugar totaste 

Procedure 

Combine all ingredients of coffee 
sauce in a saucepan. Simmer over 
low heat until reduced. Puree in a 
food processor. Let it cool. Set aside 
sauce for marinating chicken. 

Marinate chicken in coffee sauce 
for 1-2 hours. Grill chicken. Serve 
with sauce on the side. 

Serves 6 


TONKATSU served wi 


h yellow curry fried 


Light Thai food for Dad 


OODY'S RESTAURANT WHICH 
offers Thai food and dessert now 
serves lunch buffet for only P198+ 
per person with over 25 dishes to 
choose from. Eat as much bagoong 
rice, chicken pandan, taro rolls, 
mango salad, pork palo, tom yam 
soup, pad kee mao, seafood in 
green curry grilled pork, sweet and 
sour fish, mussels in garlic, stuffed 
squid, beef in red curry ete. 

Cody's has an extensive selec- 
tion of authentic Thai dishes that 
are light, fresh and traditional. 

‘The menu includes Thai cur- 
ries, noodle and rice dishes, and 
house specialties, often offered 
with a choice of chicken, pork, 
seafood or vegetables. 

The seafood section includes 
dishes like Whole Catfish in 
Sweet & Sour Sauce and Grilled 
‘Thai Prawns. 

‘The Oody’s Xpress branches of- 
fer Thai Katsu, their own version 
of tonkatsu, served with yellow 
curry fried rice for only P128. 


ANY BARTENDER WORTH HIS 
salt knows health drinks can be 
great fun. Many creative bar- 
tenders use Del Monte juice 
drinks to keep people coming 
back for more! 

By mixing and matching Del 
Monte’s juices, people can en- 
joy fabulous drinks during par- 
ties and gimmicks. 

To show how to make the 
various mixes, the Del Monte 


This June they will make avail 
able Dumbo Meals, set menus at 
very affordable prices, giving 
guests value for their money. 

‘Treat Dad to Oody’s sumptuous 
‘Thai buffet this Father's Day at its 
outlet at 2/L, Rodeo Drive Expan- 
sion Wing, Robinsons Galleri 
Edsa cor. Ortigas Avenue 
6365497 or 9111584). You can al- 
so visit Oody's Bar at Greenbelt 3 
and Oody's Xpress at Glorietta 3 
Ayala, Market! Market!, SM North 
Edsa and Gateway Cubao. 
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Flair Challenge 2007 will be 
held June 15, 1 p.m., at SM 
North EDSA. 

Watch flairtenders in three 
categories—student, profes- 
sional and the newest major 
category, _ tandem—concoct 
yummy yet healthy cocktails 
while performing tricks and ac- 
robatics as they compete for 
the grand prize of P10,000 plus 
free trips to Boracay! 


PowerShot 
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BULALO 


SIZZLING Sisig 


Special buffet of Dad’s favorites 


SHOW YOUR VERY FIRST HERO HOW 
much you love and appreciate the countless 
things he has done for you. 

Celebrate Father's Day with the whole fam- 
ilyat Cabalen. 

On June 17, the premier eat-all-you-can 
restaurant treats the man of the house to an 
extraordinary experience. 

Known as the home of hearty Filipino 
dishes, Cabalen lets dad choose his fa- 
vorites from its sumptuous buffet that in- 
cludes all-time favorites Sizzling Sisig, 
Kare-Kare, Bulalo and Balot ala Pobre plus 
new dishes Suam a Tulya, Steamed Bangus 
in tamarind sauce, Spicy Mussels and Chick- 
en Inasal. 

After a good filling meal, Dad can enjoy the 
‘sweetness of Cabalen's Tibok Tibok or cool off 
with its halo-halo with homemade ingredi- 
ents. 

‘Asa special treat, Dad will have a chance to 
win exciting prizes from Fitness First, Auto- 
mobile Association of the Philippines and Pep- 
si Max products. 

Visit any Cabalen branches located at West 
Avenue, which can accommodate 200 guests 
in exclusive function rooms; Glorietta 3, SM 
Megamall, SM North Edsa, Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall, Robinsons Place Manila, Robin- 
son's Pampanga, Festival SuperMall in Ala- 
bang, SM Clark and the new Cabalen in Trino- 
ma Mall. 

Cabalen (tel. 3732914 and 8939884) is al- 
so available for all kinds of functions and of- 
fers lots of free amenities. 

It also caters for all occasions (tel. 4219220 
or 9135522) 
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BALOT ala Pobre 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


New PowerShot TXI 
Digital Camera. 


There's nothing quite like it. 


High 
Resolution 


7AMP 
Camera 


_Anincredtlysleok brush meta body smali enough oft inte any shirt pockets Intuitive vertical design echoes a quiet sensibil 


‘button and the PowerShot Tx 


DIGIC mi/ 
Face 
Detection 
Technology 


ty, A pross of ts power 


comes sve with vast technological advances. Breathtaking sills capability powered by DIGIC Il, a formidable 10x 


optical zoom with Optical image Stablzer; and Multiple Face Detection for spectacular group shots. Or turn its dial to record every sight 


‘and sound in high-definition deta. Versate, power and compact, the PowerShot TX1 is a futuristic wish list made realty, 
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AHA-Philippines, 

as the first cooking 
institute affiliated 
with AHA-IHMS, 

is expected to be 

the model for similar 
facilities the 
international 
network will open 


MAKING salads, like this seafood concoction 
with honey and balsamic vinegar (top) and 
pastas, like lasagna (below), are among the 
things students can expect to learn. 
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Text and photos by Linda B. Bolido 


ing culinary artists have been having 
“aha” moments—literally. 

They are learning the basics of cookery at 
the American Hospitality Academy (AHA) 
Philippines. Part of the American Hospitality 
‘Academy International Management School 
System (AHA-IHMS), the Philippine institu- 
tion is the first American culinary school in 
the country. 

It may at first seem quite a stretch to call a 
‘cooking school a hospitality academy. Though 
hospitality may cover food, the word is more 
often associated with managing a hotel or a 
restaurant, rather than cooking. 

But .pethaps nobody can appreciate the 
connection between hospitality and food bet- 
ter than Filipinos. Afterall, the legendary Fil- 
ipino hospitality is very much about food, 
more than anything else. Nothing embarrass- 
esa Filipino host or hostess more than not be- 
ing able to provide food and beverage to a 
guest 


Model 

So it is probably not surprising that the 
Philippine academy is, according to Gene 
Cordova, president and managing partner, al- 
so the first cooking school affiliate of the in- 
ternational system. Thus, it is expected to be 
the model for other cooking schools that 
AHA-IHMS will open in the future. 

Cordova, who trained in the United States 
and France, said: “AHA Philippines trains stu- 
dents to become leaders in the hospitality in- 
dustry," which he said was the biggest indus 
tryin the world. 

But with all the culinary schools already in 
existence in the Philippines, was there room 
for one more, no matter its international affil- 
iation? Cordova believed the demand for food 
would always be there and could even grow 
as a country progressed. 

“Everyday there is a demand for cooks and 
chefs. People need to eat,” he said. Moreover, 
culinary-arts graduates could not only look 
ferward to jobs in their own country but also 
had a good chance of getting work overseas. 

He said AHA Philippines, which marks its 
first anniversary tomorrow, was already get- 
ting inquiries from establishments in various 


S INCE LAST YEAR, DOZENS OF ASPIR- 


The flower maker memec 


ble though non-toxic. 

‘To further hone your skills, call 
9132527 and ask for her class 
schedules. Did 1 tell you she 


Baking cups 
Do you know where I could 
get nice paper cups for cup- 
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DAKI Fernando, marketing director, and Gene Cordova, president 


and managing partner 


wa 


countries wanting to hire its graduates. 

‘This was why the school sought to give its 
students a more rounded and solid founda- 
tion so that they could go anywhere and be 
open to different cultures, the AHA president 
said. He said, the school not only taught stu- 
dents cooking but also stressed the impor- 
tance, and trained enrollees on the basics, of 
service to people. They sought to give stu- 
dents some cultural sensibility so that they 
would not be fazed when exposed to a multi- 
cultural environment. 


Service, too 

“{Courses) are not all about food. They are 
not just about cooking but also about service,” 
Cordova said. 

‘At the same time, the intensive training 
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LIKE a tough drill 
sergeant, Cordova 
passes his fingers 
overa cooking range 
to make sure it has 
been cleaned 
properly. 


STUDENTS are 
expected to clean 
their work areas at 
the end of every class 
session. 


equips students with the basic skills and seeks 
to give them the right experience so that they 
‘can get the jobs they want—as chefs—faster. 
‘The focus, Cordova said, was on making good 
chefs the faster, the better. “The sooner you 
get them out of the classroom, the better," he 
said 

Cordova said while the school could not 
teach everything there was to learn, it con- 
centrated on making its students into good 
chefs. 

The faculty of AHA-Philippines also felt 
there was room in the country for another 
school that gave students the most complete’ 
and state-of-the art equipment and facilities, 
not just the latest in instruction. Several of 
them, including Cordova himself, have taught: 
elsewhere and knew just what gaps had to be’ 
filled 

At its current location, no more than two 
students work in the 11 cooking stations. 

Daki Fernando, marketing director, said 
Cordova ran a tight ship. Like a drill sergeant, 
discipline was strictly enforced. Punctuality 
was expected of everyone and students who 
were late for class were sent home. 

‘As students were expected to clean afte 
themselves, Cordova would run his fingers 
over range, grill and tabletops to make sure 
they were free of grease, soot and other dirt. 

The courses average six months, the 
longest being the nine-month culinary en- 
trepreneurship program. Though courses are 
already hands-on, students get a lot more 
practical experience from six months to one 
year of internship in the partner institutions 
of AHA-Philippines in the United States. 

‘The tuition totaling more than P200,000 
for the regular six-month (the nine-month 
course costs some P240,000) program pays 
for ingredients and other basic necessities 
and something any self-respecting chef can't 
be without—his/her own set of high-end 
knives, according to Fernando. 

Apprenticeship in the US that includes 
travel, accommodation, allowance, ete. is a 
separate cost. 

‘Since it opened last year, AHA-Philippines 
has graduated 85 students. AHA-Philippines 
is at 2/E Aguirre Bldg., H. V de la Costa cor. 
Soliman and Tordesillas Sts., Salcedo Village, 
Makati. Call 8927372, 8927702 or 8920744. 
Visit wwwahaphil.com. 


COOKING CLASSES 


ı Delectable beef and horseradish meals 


cakes and those cupcake sprin- 
Kles, the colorful ones? 


5 THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF CULINARY ARTS IS CONDUCTING 
HAZELMARIECHONG 3" j i 2 Foo | 


the following classes: 

June 15—Beef and Horseradish (all new}—Home-cured Apple 
Corned Beef with Apple Horseradish Sauce; Sandwich/Taco and Wraps 
Bar of Roast Beef Carved on the spot with sauces, condiments, salads 

‘June 16—Asian Butfet—Great For Entertaining (special class, all 
new)—Appetizers: California "Maki" Pasta Salad; Delicious Home- 
made Pork Dumpling; Vietnamese Beef Wrapped in Lettuce with 
Condiments. Main course: Set Up Your Own Restaurant-style Mongo- 
lian Barbecue. On-the-spot Mixed Tempura Bar with sauce variations. 
Dessert: Thai Tako and Thai Halo-Halo. 

‘June 18—Salads '07 (all new)—To-die-for Steak and Mixed Mush- 
room Salad; Prawn and Fruit Salad with Micro Greens in Raspberry 
Vinaigrette; Crunchy Chicken Salad with Candied Nuts, Fruitand Blue 
Cheese; Taco Salad on Phyllo Baskets; Grilled Watermelon Salad with 
Seafood; Supreme Antipasto Salad 

‘June 20—Delicious Beef Recipes at Half the Price—Learn how to 
roast the most unusual non-loin beef cuts! delicious and far cheaper 
than your regular roast cuts—Kona Coffee-Crusted and Brown Sugar- 
Glazed Slow-roasted Angus Beet Belly; Whole Marinated Hanger Ten- 
der Roast with two gravies and side dishes; Orange Beef (top blade) 
with Wild Fried Rice. Call 9289296, 9273008 or 6335162. 


Desserts galore 
Dorothy's Cooking Schoo! will be offering an instructional class 
on desserts on June 16 highlighting the 


following recipes: cinnamon Butter ; 
cake, coconut cake with seven- © De 


makes the best honey bread? Her 
wheat and cinnamon raisin 
bread, though sugar free, is 
equally yummy! You can learn 
how to make these breads or call 
for orders! 


Sure do and they come in all 
these “sosy” designs and don’t re- 
quire cupcake molds. Just bake 
on them directly! Go to my fa- 
vorite baking supplies store, 
Sweet Craft! Call 5321595 or 
09209326919. 


Cold Porcelain Recipe 

3 tbsp mineral oil 

3 tbsp keri lotion 

1 tbsp glycerin 

Yeewater 

DAcwhite glue 

2a c cornstarch 

3 tbsp sodium benzoate 

1 tbsp rice starch 

Ya tsp eucalyptus oil 

Ya tsp sampaguita essence 

Ya c cornstarch for kneading 

Mix all ingredients until well 
blended. 

Cook for 10 minutes on medi- 
um fire until it forms into a ball. 

Cook for another two minutes 
on low fire, mixing until it leaves 
the sides and the bottom of the 
pan. 

‘Transfer to a table and knead 
the remaining Y cup cornstarch. 

Use a nonstick rolling pin, fold 
into three, roll again and fold un- 
tilall the starch has been added. 

Cool. Color as you wish with 
food coloring or store in tightly 
sealed containers. 


Love Mongolian BBQ for two 
reasons—it tastes so good and it 
makes me eat veggies which are 
good for me but I don’t necessar- 
ily like. I have tried to cook my 
own version but I can’t seem to 
get the taste that I love so much 
in the restaurant. Tknow that the 
secret is in the sauce but I tried a 
lot of combinations yet I still 
haven't found it. Please help me. 
‘The sauce that I'm craving for is 
a mildly sweet and spicy 
Szechuan sauce. Thanks and 
more power! 


RYAN sugar 


Ye c each—light soy, oyster 
sauce 
1staranise 
3 tbsp garlic, pounded 
1 Thai chili, adjust to taste 
1 tbsp ginger root, grated 
Yaceach leeks green part, leeks 


white part and green onions 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Combine in a saucepan. Simmer 
for 20 minutes or until slightly re- 
duced and thickened. 


minute frosting, coconut flan 
cake, frozen coffee cream and 
lemon squares. The school is 
‘owned by cookbook author 
Dorothy Ferreria and is in 
New Manila, QC. Call 

| 7217735 or 4167968, 


Ryan, you are not a Mongol so 
i's okay! Here is a Mongolian 
base sauce. Adjust sweetness and 
spicy-ness as you wish. Let the 
recipe guide you. 

Scwater 

1 c each—dark soy, rice wine, 


N 


E-mail the author at raspi- 
ras@inquirercom.ph 
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CAFE Mediterranean’s Barcelona Pizza ‘THE QUAINT and cozy restaurant offers exotic Greek fare. 


Food 


from around the world 
in just one 


Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes ay 
Photos by Romy Homillada 


N SOME DAYS, THE ALA- 

bang Town Center (ATC) 

seems to draw people more 
for its food than the shopping. 

Not surprising with its wide selection of 
eating places—from trendy restaurants offer- 
ing cuisine from around the world to cafés 
serving coffee in various “disguises.” 

If you are looking for fest food fixes, you 
are also sure to find something to please your 
taste buds. 

With 70-plus food establishments, ATC of- 
fers good and wide fun family dining choices. 
Whether you like to eat indoor or prefer al 
fresco dining, you will find a great place tore 
Jax in and enjoy a fine meal. 

Good Earth Tea Room on the second level 


MEDITERRANEAN 
Platter consists 

of chicken, beef, 
pork, kofta 
kebabs, pita 

bread and 
buttered rice. 


With 70-plus ON, | oe 3 
apa Gs wns 


4 oe x 
establishments, r ow 


ATC offers 


goodand wide overs ‘Super Club with beef, ham and bacon 


second home and everyday meeting place. 

fun dining “Family dining has never been this cool and 

convenient, Restaurants are becoming homes 

away from home for today's busy Filipinos 

i who are looking for exciting culinary experi- 

choices ences. Restaurants continue to deliver those 
experiences," Bernardino adds 

‘As a wholesome family haven, the mall is 


of the Corte de las Palmas features Asian fu- ALABANG Town Center's Corte de las Palmas has a relaxing Spanish plaza setting with small decorated with lush palm trees and skylights 
sion, with a little twist on traditional Chinese fountains and lush palm trees. for a bright and exciting atmosphere. Ample 
dishes. Check out the house specialties: Duck- 4 parking space is available around the com- 


plex. 

‘The Theater Drive is ideal for spending a 
few quiet hours, drinking coffee and chatting 
with friends, Full meal, merienda and pulutan 
are also available. Giligan's Island Restaurant 
and Bar serves affordable meals, like the Fried 
Garlic Chicken and Giligan’s Platter, a mix of 
sautéed beef tenderloin, chicken, mush- 
rooms, young corn and asparagus. The Siz- 
zling Pork Sisig is one of its popular dishes. 

Casual dining places include Outback 
Steakhouse, Max's and Gloria Maris restau- 
rants. 

‘The mall's food court, The Food Choices, 
features cuisine from Japanese, Chinese to 
Italian and Filipino. For dessert or just for 
something cool, Razon's ultra yummy halo- 
halo is a mixture of macapuno, sweet saba ba- 
nana, white beans and a rich topping of leche 
flan. 

Delicious foods also await adventurous 
eaters at the Cinema and Entertainment Com- 
plex. Burgers and other sandwiches, super 

salads (a meal by themselves), noodles, 

sushi and soups are available at Pancake 
House, Mini Shabu-Shabu, Tempu- 

ra, Phoa Hoa, North Park, Ger- 

ry's Grill and Oliver's Super 


quitos, duck morsels and greens stuffed into 
wanton shells and drizzled with a fruit-and- 
hoisin-based sauce; and Lily on the Pond, 
minced shrimp and water chestnut sand: 
wiched between rounds of eggplant and laced 
with coconut-and-curry sauce. 

With its relaxing Spanish plaza setting in- 
cluding cute little fountains, you can dine al 
fresco at Corte de las Palmas. 

If you are in the area but want a more 
leisurely meal with the family, visit Café 
Mediterranean. This quaint and cozy restau- 
rant offers exotic Greek fare. Order the 
Mediterranean Platter that includes pieces of 
chicken, beef, pork and kofta kebabs. The 
platter is served with pita bread and buttered 
rice and is good for four persons. 

For lighter fare, just ask for Barcelona Pizza 
with Spanish chorizo, mozzarella and papri- 
ka, or Kofta, savory meatballs from Greece. 

You won't run out of dining options at 
Corte de las Palmas. For great steaks or 
seafood, visit Tony Romas or Red Crab. For 
baby back ribs, buffalo wings, big mouth ALFRESCO dining at ATC 


‘THE GOOD Earth's Shantung Spicy Chicken 


PAN-FRIED Lapu-lapu 
ESA with Mango Sauce 


burgers and margaritas, head to TGIFri- 
days. 
In the mood for Italian cuisine? Be 


delighted at Cibo and Italianni’s. For F Sandwiches. 

savory pizzas and super salads, Brooklyn Pizza will 
drop in at California Pizza “t # soon open at the Cinema 
Kitchen. Ajisen Ramen is for © and Entertainment Com- 
Japanese casual dining ` plex. 


Further down the complex is 

Sebastian's Ice Cream Studio, a 

scooping station offering such pre- 

mium ice cream favors like pepper- 

mint, brownies, macadamia, Swiss 

chocolate, maple walnut, Dublin fudge, 

butter pecan. Though it is an ice cream 

place, blueberry cheesecake and chocolate 
chip cookie dough are its bestsellers. 


Sweet treats are available at 
= z | Breadtalk, Delifrance and Bizu 
: ; Pattiserie. The young, trendy crowds 
t 4 hang out at Seattle's Best and Star- 
ees „axis si bucks, The cafes open early for breakfast 

SOMA Lounge offers an extensive selection of beverage, winesand and close late to accommodate those in need 
liquors. ofa nightcap. 

Starbucks and Haagen Dazs are currently 
renovating and expanding. 

After enjoying a hearty meal, visit Soma 
Lounge with its comfortable seating, dim 
lights and sounds. It has an extensive selec- 
tion of beverage, wines and liquors. 


Southern dining 

Alabang Town Center is the most popular 
family-oriented mall, offering recreation and 
family fun through a wide range of shops and 
services. 

“It feels like home,” says Maricris Rocha- 
Bernardino, Ayala Malls’ ATC division manag- 
er. “We're located within minutes of residen- 
tial neighborhoods, at the heart of a growing 
business area. We serve as the community’s 


THE BUSTLING food court features cuisine from Japanese, Chinese 
to Italian and Filipino. 


POPOY’S Delight, steamed fish fillet with ham DUCKQUITOS 


A gift of health 


DRINK A TOAST TO DAD'S GOOD HEALTH WITH 
organic wines from Healthy Options. 

Rich, tasty and healthy, organic wines are a wonder- 
ful gift from the heart with a promise of wellness. Or- 
ganic wines have health benefits that promote healthy 
heart and body. 

‘The Organic Vintners Rouge from France is among 
the healthy wines available at Healthy Options. The 
organic red wine is a blend of Carignan, Cinsault and 
‘Tempranillo grapes that produce its deep velvet, pur- 
ple color, It has a full palate of black currant and plum. 
With a hint of spice on the finish, it is a delicious wine 
for any occasion. 

Healthy Options stores are at level 1, Shangri-La 


Caterers hold three-day 
cooking demonstrations 


VISIT “A TASTE OF The first day will feature a ing for Nestle; The Red ChefCater- Kambal for Del Monte, VS&P 
Manila” and “A Catered fashion show, followed by cook- ing for Silver Swan; Hizon’s Cater. Classic Food Intl. for Clara Ole, , 
Affair? June 23-25 at ing demos by Swan Catering for ing for Nestle, VS&F Classic Food Juan Carlo the Caterer for Cen- 
ri P + Fae Nestle, Red Chef Catering for Intl. for Ajinomoto, Al Navarro tury ‘Tuna, Kusina ni Kambal 
Tiendesitas in Pasig City. Century Tuna, Swan for Aji- Catering for Unilever, Juan Carlo Catering for Ajinomoto, Kusina 
Know all there is to know pomoto, Tamayo’s Catering for the Caterer for Silver Swan, Josi- ni Kambal Catering for Nestle, Al 
about catering and your favorite Nestle, Swan for Unilever, Josi- ah's Catering for Unilever, and Hi- Navarro Catering for Clara Ole. 


Gian 


ROUGE 


caterers, ~ ah’s Catering for Del Monte, zon’'s Catering for Century Tuna. A Guest celebrities and perform- . i 

„former First Lady Amelita yap Classic Food Inr'l. for Sil- bar tending show by Del Monte ers include John Arcilla, Rowell e Aieri n e a A 
'Ming” Ramos will formally ver Swan, Juan Carlo the Caterer will also be held. Santiago, singers Atom and bang; Ground Level, Ayala Center Cebu City; Ground 
open the three-day gathering of for Clara Ole. The last will feature more Marivic, String Minstrel Quartet, Floor, SM City North EDSA; Level 2, SM Manila; SM 
caterers, restaurateurs, canteen, The second day will start with cooking demos by Tamayo's Rondalla and the Marikina Pampanga; Greenbelt, Ayala Center, Makati City; Lev- 
food concessionaires and cooking demos by Josiah’s Cater- Catering for Unilever; Kusina ni Dance Guild. el 2, SM Megamall B, EDSA Mandaluyong; SM Mall of 
ad Asia, SM Sta. Rosa, SM Clark, and High Street, Bonifa- 


cio branch. Visit hitp://www:healthvoptions.com,ph 
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LIFESTYLE 


Any book by the late Alan Davidson merits 
one’s attention and depletes one’s allowance 


a a 


Hats oy Go Yaw Dad 
at the Century Park Motel 


as 3 
Che ultimate 
rewards atv 
His speciál 
ag 


Make a fun-loving 
role with the whole 
family as you 


salute him on 


Father's Day. 


Century Park is 
surely an exciting 
venue -- whatever 

® 


goma, is your preferred 


style to please him. 
JERA 


All dads will 
receive exciting 
ifts and surprises 

, gi 
i from our partners. 


SLIMMERS Få WORLD Wyeth 
FACE & SKIN Consumer Healthcare 


CLINIC HONG px 


THE 
BARRION 
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everyday 
shoes 
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For inquiries and reservations, please call 528-8888. 


Leaves of Life 


599 P. Ocampo St, 1004 Malate, Manila P.O. Box 117 CPO 1099 Manila, Philippines 
“Tel No. (632) 26-6688 * Fax (692) 528-1811 to 12 * E-mail inormation@centuryparkcomph XY 


Century Park Hotel 


www.centurypark.com 


“The Century Park Hotel is Owned and Managed by Maranaw Hotels and Resort Corporation No, vond-e? 
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pressure cooker 


22cm. | 6.6 liters with anodized 
exterior and leak-proof 
sealing ing 
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COUNTRY COOKING 
Micky Fenix 


A fine kettle of fish (books) 


ALITTLE BOOK INTRODUCED ME TO ALAN 
Davidson. It was called “A Kipper with my Tea.” 

T suppose the giver, my husband, saw its sub- 
title, “Selected Food Essays,” and correctly 
thought this was the kind of book I would ap- 
preciate. 

It was more than appreciated. It's one of my 
‘most valuable books, the one I would recom- 
mend to anyone who aspires to be a food 
writer. 

His essay on the Filipino eating attitude, 
“Hallo, Halo-Halo,” endeared him to me right 
away. He called the attitude “tropical-rejoicing 
syndrome.” His British upbringing made him 
think of it at first as unseemly but it infected 
him later. “Quite a relief" was how he ended his 
essay. 

‘Most people would remember the late 
Davidson as the editor of “The Oxford Com- 
panion to Food” and organizer of the Oxford 
Symposium on Food and Cookery. Two huge 
projects, certainly, 

Yet his biggest contribution to the world of 
food must certainly be his works on seafood— 
identifying them, giving their various names in 
different countries, writing down how these 
were cooked. 


Unofficial task 

He started his “fish work" when he was as- 
signed in Tunis in 1961 as a member of the 
British diplomatic corps. It wasn’t part of his of- 
ficial duty but it was done to keep a promise to 
his wife to help in identifying the bewildering 
array of fish at the market and to write down 
the names in Arabic, French and Italian. 

‘That resulted in a booklet on the sea fish of 
‘Tunisia. His introduction to ichthyology, the 
study of fishes, came from the expert on 
Mediterranean fish, professor Giorgio Bini. 

‘That litle book on Tunisian seafood later 
grew to be a bigger book on “Mediterranean 
Seafood.” It was done with the help of another 
great British cookery writer, Elizabeth David, 
‘who saw the first book and persuaded her pub- 
lishers to entice Davidson to do the expanded 
version. 

While assigned on home duty, Davidson said 
the “fish in my life submerged.” Luckily, he was 
assigned as ambassador to Laos in 1973. The 
assignment resulted in the book “Fish and Fish 
Dishes of Laos.” 

He was the first person to catalogue the fish 
and to describe the cookery of this nation. In ‘A 
Kipper with my Tea,” he wrote about the giant 
catfish of the Mekong river, the Laotian pa beuk, 
a rare species that could be caught only for one 
month in a year and could measure some three 
meters long and weigh over 250 kilos. 

‘The fish is so mysterious because no one 
knows where it spawns. There are so many 
myths about it that certain rules have to be 
obeyed by fishermen while attempting to catch 
it, otherwise they believe they will be unable to 


CHARLOTTE Knox paintings of herring and 
mackerel in “Seafood: A Connoisseur’s 
Guide and Cookbook” 


By eth Maire Say 
A Kipper 
With My Tea 


catch one. 

The rules include making the necessary of- 
ferings to certain spirits and to hurl insults at 
each other while fishing 

‘Today, any book by Davidson merits my at- 
tention and depletes my allowance. And so 
“Seafood of Southeast Asia” was quickly pur- 
chased as soon as I saw his name. It’s the sec- 
‘ond edition; the first one was published in 
1976. 

‘The book has wonderful -illustrations, so 
deftly done, though, in black and white. The 
fish are easy to identify. But the book is more 
than just a catalogue. It also includes recipes of 
the nations that compose the region. 

Every fish is listed with the scientific name 
and local name. It puzzled me at first that 
among Southeast Asian nations, Laos was not 
included in the local names listing, Then 1 re- 
membered that the country was landlocked, 
meaning it had no coast. Its fish is only from 
fresh waters such as the mighty Mekong River 
where the pa beuk is found. 


Chinese influence 

‘Though not in Southeast Asia, China and 
Hong Kong are included in the recipe section. 
Davidson knew that Chinese cooking was so 
much a part of Southeast Asian cookery. 

He also wrote in that book that the most 
common and most interesting fish were includ- 
ed but, since fish didn’t adhere to man’s politi- 
cal boundaries, the fish could also be found in 
East Asia, Red Sea and Persian Gulf. 

T still have to look for his “North Atlantic 
Seafood.” It may seem irrelevant to an Asian 
like me but it’s really the writing that interests 
me 

One of my pleasant surprises was looking 
through the titles in a bookstore and discover- 
ing “Seafood: A Connoisseur’s Guide and Cook- 
book,” a collaboration with artist Charlotte 
Knox. 

‘The writer said he had a global selection in 
mind having covered very specific regions in 
his fish books while the artist chose with her 
painter's eye. The result is a beautiful seafood 
book, each fish or shellfish looking so fresh and 
waiting to be cooked in the Asian, Mediter- 
ranean, North Atlantic or Scandinavian way. 

‘When asked why he titled my little book ‘A 
Kipper with my Tea,” Davidson wrote in the 
book's introduction that “High tea, Scots style 
has always been, at least since the age of 4, my 
favorite meal. And I really like kippers.” This 
fish expert likes his herring, cured with salt and 
smoked. 


E-mail the author at pinayfood04@yahoo. 
com. 
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2nd floor Skyway'Twwin Towers, Capt, Henry P. 
Telephone (632) 672.2271 
Email aicachef(@yahoo.com 


AICA 
‘Tie Academy tor International 
Culinary Arts 


at 


DIPLOMA IN INTERNATIONAL CULINARY ARTS MANAGEMENT 
AICA's culinary program involves industry relevant kills and knowledge 
‘bases as well as managerial skills used by chefs in the global industry. 
Course Begns un July 10 (Moming Class), October 9 (Afternoon & Evening Class) 


FUNDAMENTALS OF PROFESSIONAL COOKING 

“The course Focuses on techniques just as much as on specilic recipe production 
udents to understand the science behi 

Join the academy and start thinking like a chef. 


For castes staring : June 19, July 17 (Weekday Class) and 
June 23, September 1 (Weekend Class) 


ad cooking. 


ier St., Pasig City, Philippines 
lela (633) 6722119" 
‘wwwaicaculinary.com 
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Tiya Pusit 
slighted by 


Joey’s joke 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


SHE DIDN'T FIND IT FUNNY. 

On last Saturday's episode of “Star Talk” or 
GMA 7, host Joey de Leon cracked a joke after 
comedian Tiya Pusit’s interview was pulled 
out to accommodate a feature on estranged 
couple Yilmaz Bektas and Ruffa Gutierrez. 

Tiya Pusit, recently blinded in the left eye due 
tohypertension, said she had felt slighted. 

She recalled: “Joey said ‘Si ‘Sit kasi e. Ito kasi e? 
Tawa siya nang tawa. (He was laughing.) I wish 
he had tried to understand my condition. I don't 
need anyone's pity just a little consideration.” 

Sought for comment, De Leon told INQURER 
Entertainment that he didn’t understand Tiya 
Pusit’ reaction. “Kabiruan ko siya. (1 always kid 
around with her) She's my cousin. Maybe she's 
‘upset because her story got bumped off.” 

Tiya Pusit related that she had likewise been 
offended by the staff of “Showbiz Central,” an- 
other GMA 7 chat show, earlier. "A staffer told me: 
‘You should have your first guesting on our show, 
to boost our ratings. I got hurt.” 

Instead of a live appearance, Tiya Pusit’ inter- 
view was taped, to be aired on “Star Talk” on Sat- 
urday. She admitted that she had accepted an 
honorarium of P5,000 from “Star Talk,” “to buy 
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T.V host/Model AF 
ne 


Bettina Carlos 


JUSTIN with co-star 
Antonio Banderas at 
“Shrek” preem ar 


à 


But she says 
‘Star Talk’ 
co-host 
Lolit Solis 
hugged her, 
and Floy 
Quintos, 
director, 
apologized 


We GHG 


i 


medicine.” 

To be fair, she said, “the program's director 
(Floy Quintos) apologized.” 

And on the bright side, she recounted: “Upon 
seeing me, [Star Talk co-host] Lolit Solis hugged 
me. I thought she was nice only to big stars. But 
that afternoon, 1 felt her concer.” 

On an even brighter note, friends, even 
strangers, rushed to her side. 

‘Senators Jinggoy Estrada and Bong Revilla, 
along with Revillas sister Andrea Bautista- 
Ynares, gave financial assistance, plus referral let- 
ters to the Philippine General Hospital. 

‘Tessie Tomas, Tiya Pusits co-star on the GMA 
7 sitcom “Bahay Mo Ba "To,” went with her to Dr. 
Ginny Pantig of St. Luke's Medical Center. 

Show biz columnist Ogie Diaz introduced her 
to specialists from the Asian Eye Institute, Dr 
Robert Ang and Dr. Amadeo Veloso. 
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CALL: 374 6665 
Cameron, 
Justin happy 
ex-couple 


LONDON—“SHREK 
the Third” had its 
premier in Britain on 
Monday, and the me- 
dia event focused on 
two of its stars: 
Movie actress 
Cameron Diaz and 
pop musician Justin 
Timberlake. 

The longtime pair, 
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who split up last year, 
showed no hard feel- 
ings as they em- 


SHREK 3 
120/450190 


braced just before 
stepping onto the 
green carpet before a 


Aima (5) 


large crowd in Lon- 
doms glittering Le- 
icester Square. 
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“Ies great having 
him around. We've 
not been able to have 


SILIP 
1003/1301 3350/610/830 


“J PAANO KITA IIBIGIN | 
¥215%5/ 120/345 610/835 | 


RER om sons 


a chat yet. We've 
been so busy” said 
Diaz, 34, who voices 
Fiona, the princess. 
Asked about his 
love life, Timberlake, 
who voices the future 
King Arthur, joked: 
“Tm allergic to those 
type of questions." AP 


For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to wwwticketnet-com.ph 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


www aranatacoliseum com 


CHAD & JEREMY together with NCAA OPENING CEREMONIES 
THE ASSOCIATION 


June 15, Friday 8 pm 


June 23 , Saturday 12 nn 


Frome pace fom May 1850 dune 17,2097, See pot ors 


— 
@ Traveling Wilburys 
albums to be reissued 


next week Spin City /D6 
© ‘Dokyu’ hopefuls /D6 


‘Kubrador’ preem in NY 
museum set in January 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“KUBRADOR,” THE JEFFREY JETURIAN 
film that chronicles three days in the life of 
a jueteng collector, will have a US premiere 
at the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
in January 2008. 

“Kubrador” will be one of the 10 films to be 
screened during the Global Lens 2008 Film Se- 
ries, the “touring component” of the American- 
based distrbution firm Global Film Initiative 
(GA. 

This was revealed to Inqunen Entertainment 
by “Kubrador” producer Joji Alonso of MLR 
Films, which inked a distribution deal with GFI 
eariy this year The agreement includes screen- 
ings in New York and Los Angeles. 

GFI is also the US distributor of “All About 
My Mother” and “Volver,” films by Spanish di- 


rector Pedro Almodovar. 

“Out of 10 films to be screened, only two are 
from Southeast Asia,” Alonso noted. “Only the 
“kubrador’ screening is certain atthe moment.” 

She added that "Kubrador” will have “spe- | 
cial screenings” in 30 key US cities before going 
into general theatrical and home video distri- | 
bution through First Run Features. 

‘According to its website wwwfistrunfea- 
tures.com, First Run Features is one of the | 
largest independent theatrical and home video 
distributors in the United States, releasing an- 
nually, 12 to 15 films in theaters nationwide 
and 40 to 50 videos and DVD. 


Indiesine fare 


Meanwhile, the 2005 Cinemalaya entry “Big 
Time” is being screened at the Indie Sine Cine- 
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ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 
Bacolod and‘loilo Cinema Lobby 
JUNE-06 to 20 


* AlL reference materials are provided by 
Grolier's Encyclopedia and Pro-Knowiedge 
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CINEMA ACCESS 
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www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 
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“JUST alittle 
consideration...” 


Tiya 
Pust: 


From page DI 


TV director Al 
Quinn took her to Dr: 
Rey Javate of the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas 
Hospital. After the 
checkup, Dr. Javate 
even gave her a host- 
ing job, “for a birthday 
party in Pampanga 
where 1 did four 
songs,” she said. 


Family ties 

She said she has al- 
so grown closer to sis- 
ter Nova Villa. “She 
sends vegetables to my 
house.” An elderly fan 
volunteered to buy her 
hypertension 
medicine. 

Jueteng whistle- 
blower Sandra Cam al- 
so promised assis- 
tance. “She's my good 
friend,” Tiya Pusit said 
of Cam, 

“She's a very strong 
woman,” Tomas de- 
scribed Tiya Pusit 
“She's very hardwork- 
ing” 

Tn fact, after the In 
ourer interview held 
at the Asian Eye Insti- 
tute in Makati, Tiya 
Pusit, aided by daugh- 
ter Chanel, proceeded 
to the “Bahay Mo Ba 
"To" taping in the GMA 
7 compound in Que- 
zon City 

“T have to be strong 
because I'm the bread 
winner. 1 still have two 
kids in college,” she 
pointed out. “I actually 
consider myself lucky. 
My hypertension could 
have led to a stroke or 
heart attack. Is good 
that only my left eye 
was affected. 1 just 
wish that there is no 
need for surgery” 

She said that she 
had found light in 
darkness. 

“God is good. Ies 
true that you can pick 
up lots of lessons from 
life's trials for as long 
as you open your heart 
and mind. Now, I'm 
planning to care for 
the elderly. in Golden 
Acres as soon as Tm 
able to stand on my 
‘own. I just want to be 
of service to other peo- 
ple” 


‘Kubrador’ 
preem... 


From page DI 


ma of Robinson's Galle- 
ria until June 19. 

Written and pro- 
duced by Mario Come- 
jo and Monster 
Jimenez, the film is 
about two small-time 
crooks. It won Best 
Screenplay and Best 
Sound at Cinemalaya 
and was nominated for 
eight Urian awards. 

“Moreno,” about 
two bisexuals living to- 
gether, will be screened 
at the Indie Sine start- 
ing June 20. Director 
Cris Pablo shot portions 
of the film in South 
Cotabato, Mindanao, 
where he got some of 
the actors. 

Short films culled 
from the annual film- 
making workshop 
hosted by GMA Net- 
work will be screened 
from June 27 to July 2. 
GMA 7s filmmaking 
‘workshops, ongoing 
for the past three years, 
produce four shorts a 
year. 
“Tuli” by Auraeus 
Solito, will be featured 
from hiy 2109 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRA GARCELLANO 
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BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 


ACROSS YOU BORN TODAY: You're successful in whatever you do because you 
1 Annex expect tobe successful. You're confident, positive, ambitious and coura- 
4 Two quartets ‘ge0us. You're a shrewd observer ofthe human condition. You're earthy 
combined Sd gutsy: obstacles only spur you on. People regard you as very force- 
9 United fei. You need a lot of freedom in your personal ite. The year ahead focus- 
Kingdom part son your closest partnerships and relationships. 
14 "Norma _" Birthdate of Sieffi Graf, tennis player, Donald Trump, businessmanvTV 
15 Sonata personaity, Che Guevara. revolutionary. 
‘movement 


16 Hundreds of ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
dinars April 19): This is one Oct. 22): Do you have 


ine 


a i of the best days all ‘enough education to 

tomar quoe yea or you to ob fre te kd le 
20 Brief look v serve your style of ‘you want to live or do 
21 Passed ‘communicating with others. Do the things you want to do? When 
22 Part 2 of quote ‘you listen as much as you speak? is the last time you traveled some- 


25 Dallas sch. TAURUS (Aprii 20 to Where away from home? 
26 Camival city May 20): You're never SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
28 "Washboard" casual about money Nov. 21}: Todays 

muscles and your posses- New Moon is an op- 


29 Ger. sions. Today's New portunity for you to 
31 Tack on Moons the perfecttime for you 10 thnk about how you handle 
33 Plenty of observe how you handle your shared possessions, and also to 
35 "la vie” money and how you handle your think about how you relate to peo- 
37 Advantage possessions. ple if their values diler from 


38 Part 3of quote GEMINI (May 21 to YOU'S 
ie June 20): Tots is the SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
eromor  ByAlan P- Olechwang aniy New Moon it atone 2) Ths 
44 Nemesis Huntington Besch, CA your sign all year. the only New Moon 
45 Wary Trunk about your ap- Girecty opposte your 
49 Leaflets 9 Final summary pearance and your image In the Sign al year. Think 
51 Household inst. 10 Assumed arid. How do you look? about now you can improve your 
53 Victory sign haughtiness CANCER (one 21 to Partnerships and” close mend- 
54 — pop 1 Having sata E o name Ships. — 
popular 12 Slurring over ‘what your beliet sys- capniconn(oec.22 Difficulty Level + & 
opinion) 13 Sound of a leak tem, you believe in to Jan. 19): Are you 
55 Swest'ums 18 —_ volente Somena aenn fa) taopy min me way 
you think you Deneve in nothing. you do your work? Do 
This is a good day to ponder your you think you are rea- 
inper values. sonaty een and proauctve?” HOW TO PLAY Answer 
LEO (July 23 to Ang. Think about your answers to hese 
2, 22): Are' you happy su DOKU 
‘eh the frends you 
fave in your lle? Do 2 ; Fillthe grid so that every 
you hang out with tant 10 balance the 
a= r- column, every row and ever 
71 Misjudgment singer Marie Sortie a parata amoun cf tne you Sa box contains the digits 
72 Running game 32 Rose of the cease ca ene ee on aaa £ 
ested VIRGO (Aug. 23 to time you lay. No one ever said. 109. 
DOWN 34 On — (without Sept. 22): What is ON his or her deathbed, "I wish! Tips and program at 
Galery filer arene) yur relationship win Pent more lime a the oficn www.sudoku.com 


Landi 36 Dance moves 58 Nephows bosses, parents, PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
Most profound 39 Take in sibling teachers and the au- March 20): What can 
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57 Pan 4 of quote 19 Broadway Joe 
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Kind ofrug' 40 Danger-has- 46 Endup equal 58 Crow's call {thority figures in your ite? Do you you do to improve 
Bivalve mollusk passed signal 47 in medias__ 60 Well-bred chap resist authority? Do you choose to your family environ- 
Blasters letters 41 Videos 48 Affirmative 61 A way away getalong? ent? This is aiso a 
Brickell or chamners answer 63 New Deal grp. (9008 day to ask yoursett what you 
McCiurg leners 50 Graduate 64 Ex-Bruin Bobby «can do to improve where you ive. 
Workers 42 Mesabi Range papers 85 Genetic letters 
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Top 10 movies at the North 


© American box office for 


“Ocean’s’ in RP 


“OCEAN'S THIRTEEN” 
debuted at No. 1 na- 
tionwide in the Philip- 
pines with a five-day 
opening weekend 
(Gearting June 6) gross 
of P23.34 million, ac- 
cording to local distrib- 
wor Wamer Bros. 

Tn Metro Manila, 
WB general manager 
Francis Soliven said, 
the casino thriller 
grossed P18.85M on 
its first day, surpass- 
ing the opening of 
“Ocean's Twelve” in 
2004 (P16.98M) and 
of “Ocean's Eleven" 
in 2001 (P16.90M). 

Steven Soder- 
bergh directs the se- 
ries’ latest edition, 
which stars George 
Clooney, Brad Pitt, 
Matt Damon, Andy 
Garcia, Don Cheadle, 
and Al Pacino. 
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FANTASTIC FOUR: 
RISE OF THE 
SILVER SURFER 


G 
12:50,3:00,5:10, 1:50,4:00,6:10, 
7:20.90 8:20.10:30 


MOVIES & SCHEDULES SUBJECT TO GHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


MEET THE 
ROBINSONS 


G 
1250,3:05,5:20,7:35 


Ocean's Thirteen 
Wamer Brothers Pictures 
TWLW Tite Gross WR 


1 X Ocean's Thirteen $37.1 min 4 
2 1 Pirates of the Caribbean 3 ` $21.3 min 3 
3 2 Knocked Up $20.0 min 2 
4.74 Surf's Up $18.0 min 1 
5 3 Shrek the Third $15.8 min 4 
6 {Y Hostel: Part Il $8.8 min 1 
7 4 Mr. Brooks $5.0 min 2 
8 5 Spider-Man 3 $4.4 min 6 
8 6 Waitress $1.7 min 6 
1010 Disturbia $0.6 min 9 
This Week, Last Week Weeks in Release 


S Now release 


Based on studio estimates 
compiled on Sunday 


Sarre FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UPL 


NOW SHOWING 


Ti Jao 


PROMENADE GREENMILS 


ime as we take you on a musical ride, 
60'S arnewsyione BONG 


these rock icons & more: 
A Zeppetn The Cure The Doors 
ne Smiths The Shadows The Ventures 


Every Thursday, 8:00 PM 
Eastwood Fuente Circle 
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1:00, 3:30, 6:00. 6:30 


OCEAN'S 13 
MTRCB PG-13 


“FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL SCREENING SCHEDULE” 
June 14, 2007 (Thur) June 17, 2007 (Sun) 
Penguins G2) -1:00PM Athur (GP) SPoPn 
Treanor) "230M Lieutenant @ec-13)- 3 30PM 
Gambiers -600PM Nothera (GP) - 6 ODPM 
Far Play Pots) 8 30PM Perfume (R-18) -8 30PM 


E toor, Shangri-La Plaza Mat 
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‘Alabang Towa Center - 842 2782: from 10am to 8pm 
Ayala Center Cebu - (032) 231 5342 loc 324 
Market Markel! -886 7519 


OCEAN'S 13 jomer Serce Numbers: Giosella 7527272: from 10am to 9pm 


Greenbelt -757 4853, om tam to Spm 


4 FANTASTIC 4: RISE OF 
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PIRATES OF THE 
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Fitness at the Town: Free well-being & invigorating 
health classes at 
Cortes De Las Palmas & Town Plaza 
une 1 to 13, 2007 


Nestle's Koko Krunch Event 


2 FANTASTIC 4: ‘Sune 9 & 10, 2007 


RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER 
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Maria Flordeluna Mall Tour 
June 15, 2007 


Gaswoeit 
Gers oes 
Onstedés. 


Ayala muse! 


Bazaar! Bazaar! Men's Fair 
‘June 4 to 15, 2007 
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Mazda Car Exhibit 


FANTASTIC 4: June 7 to 9, 2007 at GB 1 Lobby 
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FANTASTIC A 
RISE OF 


‘ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays 
THE SILVER SURFER 


& coporate events Is now accepting bookings for May to July 2007 
For bookings, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-3861 


Lucky You 
“ANTASTIC 4: 
RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER 
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mproiderea mutiples: 18m 10th Century Philippine Costume fr. The Museum 
UM voikenkunas atonal Museum of Ethnology, The Netherlangs June 4 to July 1, 2007 
Bae ints ln, cal TST-TIt7 to 21 Toe 14 or emali museum inquiry @eyalamuseum:org 
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Fantastic Experience! 
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WATCH 


GET A CHANCE TO WIN™ 
A SCHOOL BAG 


AND OTHER PRIZES 
FOR EVERY P300 
WORTH OF SAME DAY PURCHASE 
RECEIPTS FROM PARTICIPATING STORES! 
See leaflets for details. 
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* Computerized Ticketing System 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


Or iog on sureseats com for web reservation. 


NOW SHOWING 


Promo period is from May 30 to June 17, 2007. 
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Fans on ‘Sopranos’ 


Debate rages over 
onion-rings ending 
and life after Tony 


NEW YORK—ON THE FIRST DAY OF YEAR 
One AT—After Tony—the “Sopranos"-view- 


ing world was split in two camps. 


‘One was muttering bitterly into its mor 
ing coffee at the open-ended conclusion of the 
epic series, a banal family moment over onion 
rings that would have delighted existentialist 
Jean-Paul Sartre, author of “Being and Noth- 


ingness.” 


"The other was lavishly praising the iconic 
HBO drama for capturing life's essential am- 


biguity and disorderliness. 


For some popular culture critics, the two 
reactions speak to the difference between en- 
tertainment and art, and which of them we 


‘want. If we wanted pure entertainment, there ion wr 
‘was obvious disappointment—no, aggrava- wem |è smnnsne roun 
tion—in a finale that set up threats to Tony's i A aaa g jrs FANTASTICFOUR 
aetna p threats to Tony's ACTOR James Gandolfini is shown in a scene from the series finale of the HBO drama television series “The m 


life in that last diner scene, then ended 
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Conter Mall Cinema 
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tones OS 


abruptly. Sopranos” in this undated publicity photograph. The series finale will be telecast June 10. mes 
Cinema 2000 Water Makati 
Loose ends finale. “This was genius!” he said. to last year. And HBO said its website crashed | wmattat.cneteshe.ce| | Centr Plaza Cinema 
But if we see it as art, they say, then why VIEWERS” “Sure, I was frustrated,” Walter said of the _ shortly after the episode due to the volume of eA SRE 
should we object to the arist_seties creator REACTIONS final cut-to-black as Journeys "Dont Stop Be- people. checking in and posting messages, 1 aur 
David Chase, said to be vacationing in a lievin” played on the jukebox. “But you dont There were 364,000 page views a second at | | rmasnioroun | Zemares or me cananemea 
p ae ca Monday-_painting’ final e “Nowthati  Wanteverything tied up witha neatribbonon its peak“just astronomical” said spokerper. | 4 SES 
Preach n is pusterpiece as he wish qhinkeaboutie.. Ë: T don't know whats going to happen in my son Jeff Cuson. Ir took a half hour to ge the H 3 
a7 in retrospect, are unanswered questions there wasreally  lf® Do you know whats going to happen in website up again, andan hour for the bulletin rasa I 
not in perfect keeping with the moral ambigu- nothingmoreto Y's! k boards. 4 OCEAN'S THIRTEEN 
ity that has infused the whole series? Andare gay." One thing was clear: around office water” py. wy 
loose ends not a huge part of life? coolers, on blogs and on message boards, peo- logs a-buzz Sai a tet 
“In our popular culture, we've come toex- œ “You can't ple wanted to talk about the finale and its The blogosphere was buzzing as well. On ‘cued 
pect things to get tied up neatly” said Jerry second-guess abrupt fade to black for several seconds be- technorati.com, a site that monitors blog ac- es gastic rou 
Herron, a professor at Wayne State University the artist” fore the credits rolled. Their most immediate tivity, the second-most popular term Monday 
in Michigan, who found the ending brillian . question: Had the cable gone out? morning was “Sopranos,” after “YouTube.” (It m seveenee 
“The claim that Chase is making as an artist. “Thiswas For some watching on digital video even beat out Paris Hilton, down to No. 4.) 3 sasicrouR 
here is, real life doesn’t have neat endings. Gisappoincing recorders, there was also a moment of fear _ For many fans, there was disappointment, f amenu aleu aih 
“You want Tony blown away? You want sure Butyou' that the show had run over and they had befuddiement, even rage. “You guys got |, ‘me 
him in jail? Chase is saying, ‘Fine, you write could also sa) missed the ending—a frustration that oc- robbed—major big time!” one wrote on ee 
thatscript" Herronsaid.“He'ssaying thatlife Ghietewharee YTG with this years “American Idol” finale. HBO's message board. “David Chase left way ©) EAS THIRTEEN 
goeson, and art goeson, andhe'sjust goingto Show had to do Nielsen Media Research did not immedi- too many loose ends dangling in the air, and 
end itright here.” Pessara ately have ratings information. However, pre- too many questions unanswered.” O 
Brilliant was not a good enough word for fos ue to liminary estimates indicated viewership at Some suspected that Chase had an ulterior | esamenaem NEM 4 
a the four biggest broadcast networks was motive for pulling his punches, plorwise: 2 fu- | yussuaym san smm ŞO 


screenwriting professor Richard Walter, of the t 


UCLA Film School, to describe Sunday night’s 


down in double-digit percentages compared 


ture “Sopranos” movie. 


GRAMMY WINNER CHRISTINA 
Aguilera brings her “Back to Basics” 
concert tour at the Fort Bonifacio 


rave reviews for its stage design, 


No Other Man,” the song 
that won for Christina the 
Best Femnale Pop Vocal perfor- 
mance at the 2007 Grammys. 


K's Bi i 
| "Cali Tickerworld at 891-9999. rock musie of Jimi Hendrix, Led eA e a Flintstones and the Gang at Flest (fon PAO ETAREN 
Merk’s Bar Bistro, Greenbelt 3 AN wmenceoun 


Pop concert 

A more mature Sarah 
Geronimo will be show- 
cased in the pop singer’s 


Sarah has the respect- 


ance by arranger Louie 
Ocampo. 

The “Star For a Night” 
grand prize winner has 


a 


Come True,” which sold 

more than 180,000 

copies and “Sweet Sixteen," which 
went gold in just one week. 


SARAH GERONIMO 


tomorrow and on June 16, 8 p.m. at 
the Music Museum. 
Call Ticketworld at 891-9999 or 


popularized by legendary jazz 


Classic rock 
The Members play the classic 


Zeppelin, The Cure, The Doors, The 
Rolling Stones, The Smiths, The 
Shadows and The Ven- 
tures every Thursday, 8 
p.m. at Eastwood Fuente 


on June 16. Call 842- 
2513. 


Bar launch 


Ground bands and other 
celebrity guest perform- 
ers will set the tone for the opening 
of Cosmo Restobar tomorrow. 


June 16 


Flintstones and the Gang at 


June 18 

Art Manuntag at RJTV Bar, Bel- 
Air, Makati. Call 899-1658 

Family Affair at Merk’s Bar 


Air, Makati. Call 899-1658 


Greenbelt 3 


Aguilera ‘Back to Basics’ at the Fort 


CHRISTINA 
AGUILERA 


June 23 


June 25 
Art Manuntag at RJTV Bar, Bel- 
Air, Makati. Call 899-1658 


Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar, Bel- 


Band at Merk’s Bar Bistro, Green- 
belt3 


June 27 


Eddie K, Romy Posadas, Roger 
Herrera, Popoy Valmonte, Mar Di- 
zon, Bo Razon, JJ Castañeda, 


2 Panso Ta 
3 smsen 


GSTHEATRI 


Global City Open Field in Taguig on Music Museum at 721-6726. K ariaa Cinema 2000 Pavin Mall 

July6. i x se|, An 
The tour, currently on a 41-city Legendary jazz 2 pravontausion | fase feta 

North American run, has received Girl Valencia performs songs P Besen 


choreography, costumes and artist Ella Fitzgerald tomor- 
jazz orchestra. row at Conspiracy 3 
The tour’ title is taken Bar, 59 West Avenue, greas 
from her latest album, SHOW Quezon City. Show ż a 
the double-CD “Back to Ba- Ti starts 9:30 p.m. 4 ragpiebaaai | PAANO KTA IBIN 
sics,” which contains “Aint TIME Call 453-2170, 920- d monan ee se 
n 6517 or 0920-9047929. w RESERVED 


% 


istre i : t = 1 
second major concert at Circle, Eastwood City. Ware, Gresshete Family Affair at Merk's Bar Law vonoerom (è, ANB 
the Araneta Coliseum Call 687-6770t074. June 19 Bistro, Grecatet 3 POEP mei 
tonight. Pi 

ba Album tour Dale Adriatico at RJTV Bar, Bel- June 26 e EE 


dwe 


ed pianist-arranger Mare Rapper AndrewE takes "Aretha and the Souled Out aj Makati Call 899-1658 rramasmeroun |” (Capa 8) 8776 
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x Opening night DJ is Jon Tupaz. Alvin Cornista and Richard Merk Theis Hoe 
Musical comedy Non dene 18 and 25, the Spirit of at Merk’s Bar Bistro, Greenbelt 3 eee ioe 
Mitch Valdez and Rico J. Puno 67 band goes on stage with special i pt | 3 sur 
i lune 28 ? santiony iF 
team up in a musical comedy show guest Faith Cuneta. Other perform- PLEASE CALL 
evs for June and July are Likewise, RICO Puno and Mitch Valdez Catch A Rising Band featuring | [10sm rawrasmcrour | feu raatASiCFOUR 
Route 70, In Heat, Hyperbeat, NATE and Breaking Silence at | [cam  rasomasmon 
Higher Ground and the New Min- June 20 RJTV Bar, Bel-Air, Makati. Call Jom ramane roun 
strels. Paul Toledo and Gabby Cristo- 899-1658 $ tom resenveo Lianas MovieCity 
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NO ONE thought Traveling Wilburys would succeed, though it consisted of, from L, Bob Dylan, 


Jeff Lynne, Tom Petty, Roy Orbis 


yn and George Harrison—here inan undated photo. seutas 


Traveling Wilburys reissued 


LOS ANGELES—IT WAS A ROCK ALBUM 
conceived by accident. No one thought it 
would succeed, though it was made by Bob 
Dylan, Roy Orbison, George Harrison, Jeff 
Lynne and Tom Petty. 

‘That album and its successor disappeared fora 
decade despite their fame. Now the two volumes 
of the “The Traveling Wilburys” are being reis- 
sued, thanks to Harrison's widow Olivia. 

Oid friends Harrison, Dylan, Orbi- 
son, Petty and Lynne bumped 
into each other in Los Angeles 
two decades ago and ended up 
in a home recording studio 
where they sat around a micro- 
phone singing and playing guitar 

Over beers and joints, they 
dubbed themselves the Traveling Wilburys and, in 
1988, released “Traveling Wilburys Volume 1.” 

Jt was a worldwide smash, yielding two hit sin 
gles, “Handle with Care” and “End of the Line,” 
and a Grammy. The Wilburys got together—with- 
‘out Orbison, who died a few weeks after the re- 
Tease of the first album—for a 1990 follow-up, 
jokingly titled “Volume 3.” 

Both dises have been out of print for a decade, 
a situation that will be remedied next week when 
they return to shelves in the US through archival 
label Rhino Records Reuters 


Rapper’s turnaround 

GLOC-9, dubbed as the country’s fastest rapper, 
tums reflective and dishes out bits of wisdom in 
his third album, Diploma (Sony-BMG). 

‘The CD took a year to record and contains 14 
all-Tagelog tracks, bannered by the hit “Lando,” a 


ORANGE and Lemons 


collaboration with Francis M. and Parokya ni 
Edgar vocalist Chito Miranda. 

Other guest artists include Lovi, Greyhounds’ 
Reg Rubio, Bamboo's Vie Mercado, Stick Figgas’ 
Loonie, Death Threat’s Konflick, Czarina Rosales 
and Mitchel 

“Diploma” marks a 360-degree tum in GLOC- 
9's songwriting. “I used to write songs without 
caring about their effect on listeners,” says the 
artist. “Now, I think of the consequences, especial- 
lyon children.” 

GLOC-9 won Best Rap Artist in the Philippine 


SPIN CITY Hip-Hop Music Awards for three straight years 
(2005-2 


1007). 
Fresh picks 


Orange and Lemons has released its third al- 
bum, “Moonlane Gardens” (Universal). 

‘The lead track, "Ang Katulad Mong Walang 
Katulad,” is currently high on radio play lists. 


Merles discovery 
Richard Merk's latest “discovery” is singer- 
songwriter Nityalila, whose debut album, "Akoy 
Tsang Pinay" (Manna - 
Records), was 
launched recently. 
‘The CD's title track is 
an adaptation of Flo- 
rantes dassic 1970s 
hit, "Akoy Isang Pinoy” ` 
‘The rest are all original F 
songs which also fea- !™ 


A 
ture Henry Katindig on à zt 
keyboards, Mar Dizon EG 4 
on drums, Bo Razon NITYALILA 


and Richard Merk on 
percussions, among other guest musicians. 


CD for charity 

South Borders Jay Durias, Barbie Almalbis, 
‘Top Suzara, Side As Naldy Gonzalez, Pido Lali 
marmo, Radha, Chedi, Noah Krishna and Mike 
lis are the featured artists in “The Better Life 
Project"—a charity project CD (House of Praise la- 
bel). 

Proceeds will goto the Reach Youth Ministries, 
‘a nonprofit organization that provides food, shel- 
ter, education and spiritual guidance to less fortu- 
nate children. 

All songs were written by US-based musician 
Bebo Bharwani. 
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Two hours on the phone with Yilmaz 


AS I SAID ON GMA 7'S “24 ORAS,” I 
had a two-hour phone conversation 
with Yilmas Bektas, who called me 
on Saturday night. He even e-mailed 
answers to specific questions after- 
ward. Here are the salient points, 
without embellishment: 


What is the truth behind Ruffa’s al- 
legation that you beat her up for 15 
hours? Did you ever hurt Ruffa 
physically? Did you ever lock her 
upina cabinet? 

Tes like Ruffa saying 1 kill JFK and 1 
bombed the Twin Towers. She don't 
have evidence but she say she know. 
How funny! If I tortured her 15 hours 
and electrocuted her in bathtub, why she 
stil alive? Is she Superman or Spider- 
man? Yes she is talking about cabinet. 
Mostly she staying cabinet because she 
love to look her dress and bags. It's a 
walk-in cabinet like as big as room. I hurt 
her only by slapping her when I heard 
about the other man she married before 
me. I slap her ‘cause she deserve it. Why 
she lie about everything even simple 
thing about her age? Why all the hiding? 
She is really older than me. When I was 
in jail two years ago, she want hide it. I 
tell her, why be ashamed to tell tuth? 
Even Gandhi goto prison for politics. 


Are you fighting for custody of your 
kids? 

Yes. I want them grow up Bektas way, 
not Gutierrez way When I call, I hear 
Ruffa shouting at our kids. Kids always 
with yaya. You ask where her kids are 
yesterday, she don't know. But ask her 
what Paris Hilton wear three months 
ago, she know. 


Did you ever endanger the life of your 
children? Ruffa claims there was a 
shooting incident while you were in 
your car with Lorin and Venice. 

1 think she watching too much west- 
em movie. If that was true, it should be 
big news in Turkey ‘cause my family 
prominent. 


What did you mean, Annabelle is a 
“good seller”? 

She good seller period. People who 
know her understand what I mean. Ev- 
erything money for her. When first met 
her, she not ask what universi 
from, who my father, mother is. She ask 
what brand my watch. 


Ruffa claims she gave up her career 
foryou. 

What career? When I ask tape of her 
movie, she does not like me to see. 1 
dont need her title—she only second 
runner-up (Miss World Second Princess 
1993). I buy Fashion TV for her birthday 
sift; nothing happen. I ost big money. 


What did your lawyer find out about 


Doty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


Richard Daloia? 

She stl was marriage with this guy 
until April 2007. She never get divorce. 
During my wedding time she still mar- 
riage with this guy. 


Ruffa claims you knew about Daloia 
from the start. 

If knew she married other guy before 
me, I not even ask her to be my girl- 
friend, not ‘cause I respect Ruffa or my- 
self but because Iam scare to God. 


What are your legal plans? 

les mostly about Ruffa and boyfriend. 
Annabelle admitted to me in text that 
Ruffa has lover. I mail you my cell phone 
to show message of Annabelle as proof. 
As for legal, she against two laws ... sev- 
eral times lying marriage time and lying 
to government because she using this 
fake documents for traveling Europe, 
USA, ete. And for children I am gonna 
open case because no permission from 
me using them for commercial and mag- 
azines. I wil sue all companies involve. 


‘Why did communication between you 
and Ruffa break down? 

First reason we fight Feb. 16 because I 
found out she's still married to someone 
else. Im finding out also she has a rela- 
tionship in Philippines three“ months 
now. 1 give $50,000 reward to anybody 
who can point this dishonorable man to 
me. Show his face. 

‘And whatever I say regarding 
this story, I am speaking with evi- 
dence. I save Ruffa messages 
weeks ago calling me husband, 
soul mate, promising her soul and 
body belongs to me. But while she 
text me, she already [with] other 
man 


How is your family taking this? 

My mother had heart attack. 
She sad when T sad. She in hos- 
pital. I sorry for her. 


Ruffa is saying she has moved on and 
so should you. 

I the one file for divorce. Why she say 
want her back? How she move on? Be- 
fore that, she has to face all legal case. 
This is not party time. This is real life. 


When we change 
Just after the gruelling polls, imagine 


Filipinos have high hopes for the na- 
tion—even show biz celebs. We asked a 


few: What changes do you want to seein 
the country and in yourself? 
Douglas Nierras 
‘Actually, I take everything in stride. 1 
am thankful forall that happens to me. 
As for the country Td like to see peo- 
ple become more conscious about the 
arts, the finer things, feeding the soul. 


Joey Ayala 
Better health, better wealth for me. 
For all Filipinos, the unfolding of ev- 
erything into a better version of itself. 
Tauhan mo ang sarili mong kagagawan. 
Mind your own business, yet grow to 
your full potential, 


Grace Nono 

In myself want to see increased faith, 
discernment and equanimity in the face 
oflife's abysses, plateaus and peaks. 

For the country, spiritual, environ- 
mental and cultural renewal 


Diether Ocampo 

‘What I want to change in myselfis my 
desire to do many things at the same 
time, so that I often lose quality time that 
Tm supposed to spend with family. 

For Filipinos in general, enough of the 
crab mentality! 


World music by Grace Nono and 
Joey Ayala will open the free concert 
“Time & Transformation—When We 
Change, The World Changes,” on Mon- 
day, June 18, at the Araneta Coliseum, 


Email 
hhoo.com. 


wateringholeshangrila@ya- 


Facets of Pinoy life in Dokyu’ tilt 


types played ‘by Dolphy and Roderick 
Paulate. 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


AFTER EPISODES WHERE OLDER WORKS 
by filmmakers like Khavn Dela Cruz and 
Keith Deligero were featured, calls for en- 
tries were announced and the program 
“Dokyu” (Fridays, ABC 5, 10 p.m.) was 
ready to air the short-listed entries. 

‘The show's current season is concentrat- 
ing on the tilt, with competing students 
from different universities to be judged 
based on scores given by a panel of critics, 
and viewers via text voting. 

A list of over 160 hopefuls has been nar- 
rowed down to a select few. The winner of 
the P50,000 grand prize will be announced 
in August. 


Analytical perspective 

‘The reformatted show does away with 
the singular critique of the featured docu- 
mentaries. The new episodes have an eclec- 
tic panel of critics—broadcast journalists 
Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala and Ed Lingao 
and journalism professor Danny 
Arao—whose reviews of the finalist docu- 
mentaries offer an analytical perspective. 

Tnquiner columnist Patricia Evangelista 
is the new host. 

A wide range of subjects and stories are 
tackled. Most of the finalists show technical 
proficiency and a cohesive attention to de- 
tails. The more intriguing ones make the 
seemingly mundane topics many times in- 
teresting and captivating 

Ina recent episode, two gay-oriented en- 
tries were able to present sides to issues 
that homosexuals face. 

The first, “Nasaan ang Katawan ni Bak- 
lesh” by Gerardo Calagui, talks about the 
buff, gym-frequenting Pinoy gay man and 
how he has become an example of the 
growing diversity of queerdom. Three 
men's thoughts on the matter are shared in 
the 11-minute docu, emphasizing that not 
all gay men can relate to the old stereo- 


PATRICIA 
EVANGELISTA 


Worth supporting 

Then there's “When Fingers Talk Pink” 
by collaborators Benedict Navarro, Cindy 
Tejada and Leo Maranan. Running at 25 
minutes, it dissects the origin of “Gay Sign 
Language,” created by a group of young 
gays. The recounting of their loved ones’ 
discoveries years back that theyre 
deaf—and later, gay—are sensitively exe- 
cuted. The creation of a new series of ex- 
pressions is explained as well as the need 
for a rare minority group to come up with 
‘ways to communicate apart from the tradi- 
tional “Filipino Sign Language” mode. 

The other finalists will be have their 
share of air time. 

In such a limited span, these young tal- 
ents have been challenged to tell real hu- 
man interest stories, and to capture as 
many of their facets as possible. The new 
focus on the student competition, and the 
informative and creatively done entries, 
make “Dokyu” definitely worth seeing and 
supporting. 


PANEL of critics, from L, Danny Arao, Kara Magsanoc-Alikpala and 


Ed Lingao 


